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Mr.  Williiiiu  t  ook  anil  the  Orpingtons. 

Kditorial  Corr^spondenc>e. 

••  You  will  be  greatly  interested  in  what  you 
s»>e  at  Mr.  Cook's;  he  has  built  up  a  .<rreat  busi- 
ness and  made  lots  of  money  by  it,"  said  one 
friend.  "Cook  has  made  money  by  l>ooming 
•mongrels.'    Moral: — if  you  want  to  make 

■  >ney,  l>oom  mongrels,"  said  another.'' 
'  ook,  the  Orpington  man,  is  the  best  hated 
in  in  England,  but  that  don't  disturb  him 

,  the  least;  he  doesn't  care  at  all  what  people 

-  V  about  bim,  so  that  be  sells  birds,"  said  a 
.rd.   "  Don't  waste  your  time  by  going  to 

■  f  him.   Why,  he  used  to  be  a  coachman!  " 

-  1  a  fourth.  "  By  all  means  go  and  see  Mr. 
'  'ok;  he  is  one  of  the  greatest,  if  not  the 
greatest  poultryman  in  England.  He  has 
helped  me  more  than  all  others  combined." 
Such  were  some  of  the  opinions  expressed  to 
me  respecting  the  originator  of  the  Orping- 
•  ns,  and  it  may  be  surmised  that  I  went  to 

Mary  Cray  with  considerable  curiosity  as 
what  manner  of  'man  Mr.  William  Cook 
.-ht  lie.   I  had  seen  him  for  a  moment  in 
le  Tunbridge  Wells  show  tent,  but  when,  a 
A-  minutes  later,  I  asked  one  of  my  acijuaint- 
■es  to  introduce  me  to  Mr.  Cook  he  could 
t  l>e  found,  had  probably  gone  out  to  the 
.  rse-judging  ring;  so  that  when  I  stepped 
from  the  train  and  saw  a  short,  thick.set, 
pleasant  faced  gentleman  waiting  for  someone, 
'  recognized  him  at  once,  and  addressed  him 
name.  Expressing  himself  as  much  pleased 
:  .  have  a  visit  from  the  editor  of  F.tR.M- 
V'  icxTRY,  he  led  the  way  to  the  carriage,  and 
1  >aw  that  even  if  Mr.  Cook  was  once  a  coach- 
mun  he  had  now  a  coachman  of  his  own,  and 
:  iKit  the  coachman  had  a  very  handsome  pair 
:  hay  horses  to  drive ;  Mr.  Cook  loves  a  good 
rse,  (most  Englishmen   ilo),  and  breeds 
rses  as  well  as  poultry.   Arrived  at  Orping- 
II  House,  our  first  visit   was  to  the  new 

■  <ble,  where  was  a  fine  pair  of  blacks,  and  a 
inter  that  had  recently  made  a  record  jump 
;  six  feet  three  inches,  doing  it  twice  in  suc- 

-sion.  which  abundantly  proved  that  it  was 

■  -'chance''  achievement;  and  this  turning 
•  once  to  the  stable  and  to  horse-talk,  attested 
.;it  Mr.  Cook  loved  his  horses  quite  as  much 
-  his  fowls. 

Orpington  House  is  about  five  hundred 
years  old.  with  an  addition  here  and  a  wing 
there,  and  is  wonderfully  curious  in  construc- 
tion— no  two  rooms  being  on  the  same  level; 
'•Mind  the  step  up,"  or  "Mind  the  step  down," 
being  the  precaution  whenever  we  passed 
from  one  room  to  another,  as  this  or  that 
quaint  or  curious  feature  was  pointed  out — 
and  Orpington  House  is  a  home  in  the  best 
sense  of  the  term :  that  was  evident  at  every 
turn.  Calling  to  one  of  his  men  to  fetch  him 
a  little  grain,  Mr.  Cook  invited  me  to  accom- 
pany him  around  the  farm.  It  is  pretty  much 
all  poultry  houses  and  runs,  the  nearly  fiftv 
acres  of  this  home  farm,  and  when  I  a.sked 
where  the  horse  raising  was  done,  "Oh,  on 
my  other  farm,  four  miles  from  here,"  was  the 
reply. 

Xearly  everj-  style  of  poultry  house  is  in  use 
on  Mr.  Cook's  farm,  with  a  preponderance  of 
houses  with  open  front  scratching  sheds.  In 
these  the  sheds  are  about  four  times  the  length 
of  the  roosting  pen,  and  there  are  two  pens 
and  sheds  opening  into  each  large  gra.ss  run ; 
the  fowls  in  one  house  having  the  run  of  the 
yard  one  day,  and  being  confined  in  the  shed 
and  pen  the  next,  while  the  fowls  in  the 
.second  house  have  the  run  of  the  yard,  they 
having  Ijeen  l  onfined  while  the  first  were  out. 
The  yarda  or  runs  were  of  many  shapes  and 


sizes,  being  built  as  the  ground  favored :  but 
were  large,  averaging  about  a  fourth  of  an 
acre  in  area.  A  part  of  the  land  is  wooded 
(or  "plantation,"  as  the  English  call  it),  and 
some  of  the  houses  are  so  placed  that  the 
fowls  have  part  grass  run  and  part  wood  run. 
As  we  went  about  inspecting  the  stock,  we 
came  upon  groups  of  visitors  being  shown 
about,  and  in  answer  to  my  question,  Mr. 
Cook  said  they  had  a  great  many  visitors, 
fully  five  thousand  in  a  year;  sometimes  as 
many  as  forty  or  fifty  in  one  dny.  "No.  I  m:in 


takes  charge  of  the  first  lot,  number  2  man  of 
the  second  lot,  number  3  man  of  the  third, 
and  if  another  lot  comes,  my  son,  or  a  clerk 
from  the  office  show  them  around.''  Such  a 
stream  of  visitors  must  be  a  heavy  expense  to 
show  around,  but  of  course  many  of  them  are 
buyers  of  stock  or  eggs,  and  the  showing 
around  is  one  of  tbe  ways  of  advertising  one's 
stock. 

There  were  a  number  of  pupils  about  assist- 
ing in  this  or  that  task.  Mr.  Cook  said  they 
had  six  to  ten  pupils  usually,  never  more  than 
ten.  The  pupils  pay  a  fee  of  ten  guineas 
(SiV2.50)  each,  and  stay  a  month  or  six  months, 
stay  a.s  long  as  they  choose.  They  get  board 
in  the  neighborhood,  and  come  and  go  pretty 
much  as  they  please,  learning  in  the  main  by 
observation y  by  seeing  the  work  done.  In 
this  connection  it  might  not  bo  out  of  place  to 
mi  ntion  that  I  had  heard  complaints  of  lack 
of  instruction  to  pupils  there,  that  they  were 
left  too  much  to  find  out  tbiqgs  tbemi>elYeii, 


Mr.  Cook  indirectly  admitted  this  by  express- 
ing regret  that  his  frequent  absence  from 
home,  lecturing,  prevented  his  being  with  his 
pupils  us  much  as  he  would  like. 

Mr.  Cook  has  two  sons  associated  with  him 
in  the  business,  and  the  firm  of  W.  Cook  & 
Sous  breed  about  every  known  variety  of 
domestic  poultry,  including  turkeys,  ducks 
and  geese.  They  do  an  enormous  business, 
as  is  evidenced  by  tbe  fact  that  they  keep  four 
clerks  employed  in  the  office  upon  the  accounts 
nnd   corrpsponilpiicr.     The    egg  shipments 


alone,  from  Dec.  1st,  '96,  to  Sept.  1st,  '97, 
amounting  to  10,404:  sittings,  divided  as 
follows :  — 

Fowls  7,897  sittings. 

Ducks  1,535  " 

Turkeys   937  " 

Geese    35  " 


10,404 

and  that  the  egg  shipments  were  still  being 
made,  I  had  occular  proof  at  the  station, 
where  were  eleven  sittings  on  the  truck, 
ready  to  be  put  on  the  train. 

The  amount  of  stock  sold  is  many  times 
greater  than  that  of  the  eggs,  "  but  it  would 
take  a  month's  figuring  to  foot  up  the  total." 
At  the  time  of  my  visit  the  stock  in  the  houses 
and  runs  was  low,  as  they  had  been  shipping 
large  lots  of  old  stock,  and  hadn't  brought  in 
the  new;  it  is  their  policy  to  sell  off  much  of 

tbe  oici  brpptlipg        ot  tbe  pIosp  Qt  the 


breeding  season,  and  they  put  the  price  low  at 
that  time  to  close  them  out,  the  result  being 
very  heavy  shipments.  A  special  feature  of 
the  business  is  pure  bred  males  for  crossing, 
or  for  improving  farmers'  flocks,  and  a  very 
large  number  of  birds  are  sold  for  this  pur- 
pose, of  course  being  in  the  main  birds  not 
quite  good  enough  to  ship  forpurebred  breed- 
ing. In  this  connection  it  is  worth  noting 
thaton  his  letterhead  he  puts  this  branch  first, 
as  follows:  —  "Birds  for  crossing,  breeding, 
and  exhibition  purposes  always  for  sale."  As 
they  breed  from  about  three  thousand  head 
(of  all  kinds),  there  is  a  great  quantity  to  sell. 
Tbe  number  of  chicks  raised  is  many  thou- 
sands, "  probably  ten  thousand,  possibly 
more;"  but  the  bulk  of  these  chickens  are 
raised  on  the  other  farm,  and  on  fifteen  or 
twenty  firms  of  friends  in  other  towns. 
This  last  is  most  common  in  England,  very 
few  poultrymen  raising  all  of  their  stock  at 
home. 

Mr.  Cook  is  a  frequent  exhibitor  at  the 
shows,  and  has  won  over  one  thousand  prizes, 
cups,  medals,  etc.  One  bird  that  he  showed 
me  had  a  record  of  thirty-two  first  prizes, 
eight  specials,  seven  second  prizes,  and  five 
third  prizes,  including  the  Palace,  Birming- 
ham, Royal  Counties  and  Bath  and  West  of 
England  shows  ;  and  another,  a  fine  old  Single 
Combed  Black  Orpington  cock  had  been  shown 
five  times  and  captured  four  Ists  and  one  2d 
prizes.  A  handsome  Eose  Combed  Black 
Orpington  cockerel  was  shown  me  that  weighs, 
now,  ten  and  a  quarter  pounds,  and  was 
hatched  the  first  week  in  January;  and  four 
cockerels  of  one  hatch  weighed  together  thirty- 
six  and  one-half  pounds;  a  Buff  Orpington 
cockerel  hatched  in  March  weighed  now  ten 
and  a  half  pounds,  and  ought  to  make  thirteen 
to  fourteen  pounds  as  a  cock,  and  they  have 
Orpington  pullets  which  were  laying  at  four 
months  old. 

The  general  poultry  stock  ought  to  be  men- 
tioned before  the  Orpingtons  are  considered, 
and  yet  a  mere  cataloguing  of  the  numerous 
varieties  would  be  tiresome.  Mr.  Cook  likes 
the  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks,  and  has  some 
very  fine  ones  —  and  the  same  can  be  said  of 
the  Wyandottes,  Silver  and  Golden,  Black 
Langshans,  Black  Minorcas,  White,  Brown 
and  Buff  Leghorns,  etc.  Of  his  turkeys,  geese 
and  ducks  he  is  very  fond,  and  of  the  latter 
has  a  blue  variety  which  is  very  promising, 
and  is  working  to  produce  a  "  buff"  variety, 
with  a  good  prospect  of  success.  "  The  public 
wants  buff  varieties,"  said  he,  "  and  I  propose 
to  offer  them  a  buff  duck  in  the  near  future." 
It  may  be  two  or  three  years  before  be  is 
ready  to  put  these  last  upon  the  market. 

It  is  with  the  Orpington  fowl  that  Mr. 
Cook's  name  is  most  prominently  identified, 
so  much  so  that  he  is  frequently  spoken  of  as 
"  Orpington  Cook,''  and  upon  that  variety  of 
fowls  his  reputation  was  chiefly  built  up.  In 
the  preface  to  "  Fowls  for  the  Times,  the  His- 
tory and  Development  of  the  Orpington  Fowl," 
Mr.  Cook  says :  — 

"  The  Orpington  fowls  have  been  brought 
into  existence  as  part  of  a  great  plan  I  have 
under  consideration  for  infusing  into  farming 
pursuits  a  new  element  of  profitable  poultry 
keeping,  which  shall,  while  it  adds  new  vigor 
to  the  iiidustry,  serve  to  correct  the  uncer- 
tainty which  has  served  to  increase  since  tbe 
port-s  of  England  were  thrown  open  by  free 
trade  to  the"  produce  of  the  world,  and  tbe 
English  farmer,  unable  to  hold  his  own,  has 
gradually  receded  from  bis  once  important 
position  to  rely  upon  his  hardly  held  prestige, 
and  to  hope  for  better  times. 

"  Orpingtons  are  suited  to  almost  all  condi- 
tions under  which  poultry  can  be  kept,  ofler- 
ing  in  the  several  varieties  that  choice  which 
i»  (il>vfi;^s  welcpftie,       such  ;i  difi'ereuce  of 


WM.  COOK,  ORIGrSATOK  OF  THE  ORPINGTON  FOWXS. 


354 


Rarni-  Poultry 


October  15 


cbaraoteristies  as  make  it  possible  for  poultry 
keepers  of  all  classes  to  keep  one  or  other  of 
the  varieties  and  do  well  with  them." 

In  other  words,  in  cieating  the  Orpington 
Mr.  Cook  aimed  to  create  a  practical  fowl,  a 
fowl  that  was  a  good  layer  and  a  good  table 
bird  as  well,  and  in  this  aim  he  succeeded,— 
probably  beyond  his  own  anticipations. 

"  The  first  variety  of  the  Orpingtons  was 
the  Black.  To  make  tliese  I  took  a  good  Black 
Minorca,  which  variety  are  extraordinary 
layers,  black  plumage,  but  small  and  not  put- 
tiug  on  fat  readily,  with  white  fiesh  and  skin 
of  line  texture,  but  with  black  legs,  and  tre- 
mendous acti\  ity.  They  are  not  suitable  for 
cojd,  bleak  situations,  as  they  are  not  strong, 
hardy  birds.  The  points  1  "hoped  to  secure 
from  this  breed  were  black  plumage,  red  face, 
and  large  comb  and  ear  lobes.  1  procured  the 
finest  bodied  cocks  of  the  breed  that  1  could 
find  throughout  the  country,  that  had  red  ear- 
lol)cs.  These  "  sports "  had  been  killed,  or 
thought  little  of  before,  because  they  had  not 
white  earlobes. 

"  With  these  Black  Minorcas  I  mated  some 
Black  Plymouth  Rock  pullets,  which  are 
'sports' from  the  American  speckled  Rocks, 
owing  to  the  Black  Java  having  been  used  in 
the  making  of  the  Plymouth  Rock  breed. 
Plymouth  Rocks  are  hardy  birds,  winter  layers 
of  a  brown  (or  timed)  egg,  and  were  thought 
a  good  deal  of  when  they  were  introduced, 
although  their  yellow  sliin  and  legs  have 
always  been  against  them  as  table  fowls  in 


Some  people  objected  that  the  single  combed 
birds  were  so  like  Langshans,  and  Rose  Combed 
Orpingtons  were  next  made  by  substituting  a 
Rose  Coml)ed  Langshan  male.  The  White 
Orpingtons  came  next,  and  were  made  by 
crossing  White  Leghorn  cocks  and  Black 
Uamburg  hens,  and  the  pullets  of  this  cross 
were  every  one  white.  On  these  pullets  a  Rose 
Combed  White  Dorking  cock  was  mated,  but, 
"  it  was  several  years  before  I  could  produce 
good  white  birds,  and  even  now  some  will 
come  with  colored  feathers  on  them,  and  the 
AVhite  Dorking  blood  is  seen  sometimes  when 
a  five  toed  bird  is  produced." 

To  make  the  Buff  Orpingtons  three  varieties 
were  crossed,  "  First,  Golden  Spangled  Ham- 
burg cocks,  the  biggest  and  finest  I  could  find  ; 
these  I  mated  with  Dorkings.  The  reddish 
brown  progeny  I  found  were  by  far  the  best 
layers  of  this  cross,  and,  having  selected  the 
best  layers  of  these,  I  mated  a  Buff  Cochin 
cock  with  them,  and  about  two  out  of  every 
dozen  carae  with  clean  legs.  By  careful 
breeding  1  have  been  able  to  get  five  distinct 
strains,  and  these  fine  birds,  which  combine 
the  qualities  of  all  three  (ancestral  stocks), 
being  tremendous  layers  and  fine  table  birds, 
are  now  as  popular  as  any  breed  that  has  ever 


the  best  characteristics  of  fowl  life,  I  had  hit 
upon  a  most  important  factor  in  the  future  of 
practical  poultry  keeping." 

There  is  much  meaning  in  the  sentences  : — 
"The  introduction  of  American  breeds,  the 
controversy  which  this  aroused,  and  the  bit- 
terness of  the  old  breeders,"  which  cannot 
well  be  considered  here;  but  that  "  bitterness 
of  the  old  breeders"  and  their  hostility  to  new 
(and  improved)  breeds  is  very  surprising  until 
one  considers  the  monumental  conservatism 
of  the  Englishman  ;  he  wants  nothing  "  new," 
no  matter  how  greatly  improved.  England  is 
importing  over  six  millions  sterling  ($30,000,- 
000)  worth  of  eggs  and  poultry  annually,  and 
we  would  naturally  expect  an  important 
movement,  designed  to  check  this  great  drain 
upon  the  country's  resources,  would  be 
encouraged  instead  of  met  with  bitterness, 
controversy  and  sneers  at  "  mongrels."  If  the 
making  of  two  blades  of  grass  grow  where 
but  one  grew  before  deserves  praise  and 
encouragement,  doesn't  the  making  of  a  prac- 
tical and  profitable  variety  of  fowls  deserve 
praise  and  encouragement? 

The  Orpingtons  have  all  the  strength  and 
vigor  of  cross-breeds,  and  as  egg  producers, 
especially  in  autumn  and  winter  when  eggs 


weight  as  table  birds,  so  that  the  judgment 
might  be  based  upou  facts  that  are  beyond 
controversy. 

"  Of  course  the  future  usefulness  of  the 
show  system  must  depend  very  largely  upon 
the  turn  things  take,  as  it  may  yet  be  that  the 
market  bench  will  be  the  most  profitable  show 
pointof  vantage  for  enterprising  poultry  keep- 
ers; but  it  is  wise  to  utilize  every  system  that 
has  any  element  of  real  usefulness  in  it,  in 
order  that  all  sorts  of  people  may  indulge  their 
particular  tastes,  and  exert  their  own  char- 
acteristic efforts. 

"  Poultry  clubs  would  do  well  if  they 
advocated  "strongly  this  utility  judging,  and  in 
the  scale  of  points  for  judging  larger  perceutr 
ages  should  be  allowed  for  points  of  real 
utility." 

No  wonder  there  was  "  controversy 
aroused,"  and  "  bitterness  among  the  old 
breeders"  at  such  teaching!  "Cook  puts 
utility  above  fancy ;  away  with  him  !  " 

I  have  left  scant  space  in  which  to  speak  of 
Mr.  Cook's  many  other  interests.  He  delivers 
some  one  hundred  and  thirty  to  one  hundred 
and  forty  poultry  lectures  each  year,  mostly  in 
the  winter  months,  delivering  four  or  five  a 
week  for  several  weeks  together,  to  classes  in 
towns  near  together.  He  has  written  five 
books.  Of  the  first,  "Practical  Poultry 
Breeder  and  Feeder ;  or  How  to  Make  Poultry 
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this  country.  These  varieties  when  crossed 
produced  even  black  pullets  and  good  shaped 
birds.  The  cockerels  came  of  a  mixed  straw 
color,  and  wei-e,  of  course,  useless  for  my 
purpose. 

"  With  these  beautiful  pullets  I  mated  a  good 
Langshan,  of  the  old  short  legged  type,  and, 
as  is  well  known,  these  birds  are  extraordinary 
winter  and  particularly  late  autumn  layers  of 
deep  brown  shelled  eggs.  They  lay  where 
eggs  are  scarce,  more  so  thau  at  any  other 
time  of  the  year.  They  are  also  fine  bodied 
black  .birds,  showing  an  iridescent  metallic 
green  sheen  upon  their  magnificent  plumage. 
So  these  birds,  with  their  long,  deep  breast- 
bone, and  white  skin  and  flesh,  infused  many 
good  qualities  into  the  breed. 

"The  feathers  down  the  legs  had  to  be  dis- 
posed of,  and  to  do  this  I  sought  out  all  the 
Langshans  that  were  produced  without 
feathers  on  the  legs.  These  Langshans  laid 
earlier  thau  the  feather  legged  ones,  and  with 
their  breasts  curved  in  that  peculiar  way 
which  denoted  strength  of  constitution,  and 
their  fine  qualities  soon  set  their  stamp  of  real 
excellence  upon  the  birds.  So  with  the 
'  wastrels'  (wasters)  from  the  good  breeds  I 
formed  the  Black  Orpingtons,  using  birds  that 
represented  the  three  continents,  viz  :  —  Min- 
orcas from  Europe,  Langshans  from  Asia,  and 
Plymouth  Rocks  from  America  —  and  three 
va"rieties  that  were  looked  upon  as  three  of  the 
best  for  general  purposes  that  England 
pos.sessed." 

Thus  were  the  original  Orpingtons  made. 


existed,  being  hardier  and  less  subject  to  dis- 
ease, as  well  as  laying  beautiful  brown  eggs. 

The  Orpingtons  above  described  are  Single 
Combed  and  Rose  Combed  Black,  Single 
Combed  and  Rose  Combed  White,  and  Single 
Combed  and  Rose  Combed  Buff.  In  addition 
to  these  Mr.  Cook  has  made  a:beautifuly  mottled 
variety,  which  he  has  put  upon  the  market 
this  year,  and  which  he  has  named  "  Diamond 
Jubilee"  Orpingtons.  As  we  said  above,  Mr. 
Cook  aimed  at  producing  a  practical  fowl, 
both  a  good  layer  and  a  good  table  fowl,  and 
that  the  buying  public  appreciated  his  work  is 
proved  by  the  immense  number  of  Orpingtons 
found  all  over  England  today.  The  reasons 
for  working  as  he  did,  he  gives  as  follows: — 
"The  introduction  of  American  breeds,  the 
controversy  which  this  aroused,  and  the 
bitterness  of  the  old  breeders,  all  served  to 
increase  my  interest  in  a  question  that 
became  more  and  more  absorbing  and  import- 
ant in  my  opinion  as  I  investigated  theories 
and  experimented  with  various  breeds  already 
in  existence;  and,  as  one  after  another  the 
points  of  excellence  seemed  to  become  com- 
bined in  various  cross  breeds,  it  dawned  upon 
me  that  here  in  this  selection  and  collection  of 


pay  the  creamy  profits,  they  are  remarkable; 
they  lay,  likewise,  the  tinted  eggs  which 
command  a  premium  in  the  market.  They 
are  of  large  size,  are  short  legged,  chunky 
bodied,  and  with  the  round  full  breast  which 
indicates  strength  and  vigor,  and  for  an  all- 
purpose  fowl  for  the  English  market  they 
seem  to  be  just  right.  For  the  American 
market  they  have  a  most  serious  defect  in 
their  white  fiesh  and  legs;  the  Blacks  have 
black  legs,  which  is  a  disadvantage  also  in  the 
English  market. 

Being  preeminently  a  practical  fowl,  it  is 
Mr.  Cook's  desire  to  keep  them  so,  to  have 
practical  qualities  take  precedence  over  fancy 
points.    He  says  : — 

"  One  of  the  things  we  have  yet  to  learn 
as  a  fancy  is  that  it  is  the  fowl,  not  its 
feathers,  that  should  form  the  chief  value  of 
the  bird  itself.  Egg  production  and  table 
qualities  we  must  have,  and  so,  with  regard 
to  Orpingtons,  it  is  highly  essential  that, 
although  beauty  of  pluniage  and  points 
should  always  be  studied,  yet  utility  must 
always  be  kept  in  the  first  "place  if  "poultry 
keeping  is  to  command  its  proper  position", 
commercially,  in  our  midst.  To  ensure  this 
the  standard  of  judging  must  be  based  upou 
real  usefulness,  and  fancy  no  louger  be  made 
the  great  standpoint,  as  "the  utility  of  fowls 
should  be  a  proved  thing  by  egg  results,  and 


Pay,"  over  thirty-five  thousand  copies  have 
been  sold.  The  Orpington  book  has  been 
mentioned,  and  quoted  from  in  this  article. 
The  others  are:  "Ducks  and  How  to  Make 
Them  Pay;"  "Pheasants,  Turkeys  and 
Geese ; "  and  "  The  Horse,  Its  Keep  and  Man- 
agement." The  Poultry  Journal,  is  a 
monthly  poultry  paper  edited  by  Mr.  Cook, 
and  in  addition  the  firm  of  W.  Cook  k  Sons 
are  extensive  dealers  in  poultry  supplies, 
including  all  kinds  of  grain,  various  prepared 
poultry  meals,  roup  powder,  insect  powder, 
ointment  for  scaly  legs,  leg  bands,  grit,  etc., 
and  one  of  the  sons  conducts  a  depot  for  these 

supplies  in  London.  Certainly  Mr.  was  not 

far  wrong  in  saying  that  "  Mr.  Cook  is  one  of 
the  greatest,  if  not  the  greatest,  poultryman 
in  England." 


Would    Like    to    Coinmiinicate  With 
C.  W.  S.,  of  New  Yorli. 

If  C.  W.  S.,of  Xew  York,  will  write  me  he 
will  find  that  I  can  give  him  some  information 
which  will  greatly  interest  him. 

H.  L.  Martindell, 
Excelsior  Poultry  Ranch, 

Dolington,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa. 
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SINGLK  COMB  BCFF  OKI'INGTON  COCK. 


Some  I'runiiiieiit  British  Fanciers. 

Kclitorial  Corresjiondence. 

If  a  liiaii  who  w:is  fairly  familiar  with  poul- 
[Kipers  ami  jxmltry  doiii-rs  in  all  parts  of 
■  worKl,  was  a.-kci.I  who  was  the  best  (most 
lely)  known  poultrymau  in  the  worlil,  he 
iilil    i-ertainly  name  At>l>ot  Brothers  of 
iixtun,  Norfolk.  Kn^'lanil,  the  firm  name 
MiT  used  here  just  as  that  of  an  individual 
iltryman.    Almost  every  Ensrlish  poultry 
i  M-r  one  t:ikes  up  will  mention  that  such  and 
h  .-teaniers  carried  shipments  of  their  birds 
Australia,  or  South  Araeriea.  or  Africa,  or 
laila,  or  the  I'nited  States;  and  the  natural 
1  rence  is  that  their  business  is  world-wide, 
;;i;it  they  are  the  most  widely  known  poultry- 
men  in  the  world.     Having  this  imprt'ssion 
iiiy>elf,  it  is  not  at  all  strange  that  in  making 
a  list  of  English  poultrymen  and  poultry 
ms  to  be  visited,  the  name  of  Abbot  Uroth- 
-  led  all  the  rest,  and  that  I  began  Uiy  tour 
-'oing  east  into  Norfolk.    It  is  half  a  mile, 
thereabout-s,  from  the  little  station  on  the 
inch  railway  up  to  the  farmhouse,  but  one 
•ri  comes  upon   samples  of  their  poultry 
ises  and  stock  if  he  peeps  over  the  hedges 
imo  the  broad  fields  he  passes  ou  the  way  ;  the 
methods  here  being  las  almost  everywhere  in 
Euirland )  porUible  houses  scattered  about  the 
edges  of  the  fields  in  summer.     Going  up 
from  the  station,  too,  one    would  get  the 
[■ression  that  the  buff  varieties  were  their 
,:tf  interest,  as   Huff   Wyaudottes,  Buff 
I'.'x  ks,  UufT  Orpingtons,  etc.,  easily  lead  iu 
T  umbers.    Xearing  the  farm  buildings,  the 
iiltry  buildings  become morenumerous,  and 
irly  all  known  varieties  of  poultry  are  seen, 
iiough  Black  Jlinorcas  and   Black  Laug- 
us  seem  to  be  very  much  in  evi<lence. 
riie  Messrs.  Abbot,  (there  are  three)  are 
farmers  and  stock  raisers  as  well  as  poultry- 
men,  an<l  are  i)romin(  Ut  breeders  of  Norfolk 
hackney  hor>es,  Sliort-Horned  dairy  cows, 
Xegretti  Merino  shee|>  and  Boli-Tailed  sheep 
dogs,  as  well  as  breeders  of  and  dealers  in  all 
known  varieties  of  laud  and  water  fowl.  The 
office,  to  which  I  directed  my  steps,  is  an  old 
railway  carriage;  iu  fact,  there  are  three  of 
those  old  railway  carriages  .standing  along  the 
west  side  of  the  farmyard,  one  of  them  being 
the  farm  office,  another  being  occupied  by 
coops' of  single  bir  Js  se.ectcd  out  to  .send  to  a 
show,  or  to  be  shipped  away,  and  the  third 
being  a  grain  house.    Two  carpenters  in  a 
shed  near  by  were  building  coops  with  slatted 
fronts,  in  which  to  ship  off  a  lot  of  birds  to 
"the  Cape"  .;South  .Vfrica;,  and  Mr.  Abl)o^ 
tfdd  me  those  two  carpenters  had  been  at 


work  upon  coop  building  all  the  spring  and 
summer — a  pretty  good  indication  of  the 
extentof  their  business. 

They  farm  about  five  hundreil  acres  them- 
selves, and  employ  eight  or  nine  men  the  year 
aroun<l,  the  crew  l>eiug  increased  to  fifteen, 
eighteen  or  twenty  men  as  the  exigencies  of 


Mr.  -Vbbot,  as  we  walked  over  the  farm 
inspecting  the  stock,  what  gave  them  their 
remarkable  prominence  in  the  poultry  world, 
lie  replied  that  he  hardly  knew  himself,  and 
was  somewhat  surprised  at  it.  "  I  tliiiUi," 
said  he,  "that  it  is  chiefly  due  to  our  always 
aiming  to  have  the  best  stock  that  coulil  lie 
bred  or  bought,  then  to  making  a  record  in 
the  show  room  with  it ;  then  advertising  lioti- 
(•Ml>i,  (telling  just  what  we  had  got),  and  then 
by  dealing  honestly  and  honoralily  with  every 
customer."  That  is  plausible  and  intelligible, 
and  no  one  can  talk  long  with  the  Messrs. 
.Vl)l>ot  without  seeing  that  plain,  straightfor- 
ward "honesty"  is  their  watchword,  is  the 
backbone  of  their  business.  Limits  of  space 
will  not  permit  my  describing  everything  that 
1  saw  there;  but  some  iiuporlaiit  things 
should  be  mentioned.  Asked  which  of  their 
mnnerous  varieties  they  sold  most  of,  !Mr. 
.Vliliot  replied,  "  Indian  (ianus,  I'lynioulli 
UocUs,  (Barred,  White  and  Butl),  Wyan- 
dultes,  ((ioldcn.  Silver  andButr),and  HlacU 
.^linorcas."  That  there  was  no  ])artiality  in 
that  statement,  is  evident  from  the  fai  t  that 
Mr.  .Vbbot  himself  prefers  white  Minorcas 
to  all  others,  and  said,  "  If  I  was  keeping  but 
one  variety  it  would  be  White  Minorcits;  but 
we  can't  keep  them  clean  and  white  iu  Eng- 
land." In  liouen  ducks  they  do  a  thriving 
business,  and  have  three  hundred  to  four  hun- 
dred head  of  them.  ,\t  the  time  of  niy  visit 
they  were  mostly  on  another  farm. 

\\'liite  geese  and  Bronze  turkeys  were  very 
much  in  evidence,  and  Mr.  .\bbot  pointed 
with  pride  to  one  or  another  bird  that  had 
won  first  anil  cup  at  dilVerent  shows.  In  fact, 
their  show  record  is  '■  as  long  as  the  moral 
law,"  and  they  had  such  a  quantity  of  silver 
cups  they  didn't  know  what  to  do  with  them, 
and  actually  .sold  off  a  cart  load  or  so  to  be 
melted  down, — "to  get  them  out  of  the  way  !  " 
In  one  field  was  a  flock  of  twenty-five  Black 
Minorca  cockerels  that  they  had  just  fetched 
home  from  the  farm  in  the  next  town,  where 
they  had  been  raised,  and  s|>endid  birds  they 
were — every  one  lit  for  the  show  pen.  In  the 
next  field  was  a  lot  of  prize  winning  Barred 
I".  IJocks;  in  another  Silver  Wyandottes;  in 


SINGLE  COMBED  BtTFF  ORPINGTON  I'lILLKT. 


the  work  required.  They  have  been  poultry 
breeders  from  boyhood,  and  lived,  originallv, 
in  the  lake  district;  they  came  to  Norfolk 
about  seventeen  years  ago,  needing  more  room 
and  less  hilly  land  than  they  had  in  the  north. 
Being  "farmers"  in  the  best  sense  of  that 
well  worn  term,  I  was  curious  to  learn  the 
secret  of  tlieir  remarkable  success,  so  I  asked 


the  next  one  Huff  AV'yandottes;  in  the  next 
White  Minorcas,—"  the  best  pen  of  that  vari- 
ety in  the  world!"  said  Mr.  Abbot,  with 
pardonable  pride.  In  novelties  he  .showed  lue 
a  pen  of  Blue  Madras  (James,  "of  true  fight- 
ing Idood,"  and  a  pen  of  white  legged  White 
f)M  English  (ianies,  now  very  rare. 
Amongst  the  stock  birds  I  noticeil  many 


THAT  TIRED^FEELING 

All  Run  Down  —  Dyspepsia  —  Cough  — 
A  Good  Physician. 

"  When  I  get  run  down  with  constant 
care  and  work  Hood's  Sarsaparilla  always 
helps  me  and  cures  that  tired,  languid 
feeling.  It  is  my  physician.  It  has  cured 
me  of  dyspepsia,  helps  my  cough,  which 
is  chronic,  and  I  thinis  it  has  prolonged 
my  life."  Mrs.  R.  S.  Cabot,  286  Pearl 
Street,  Cambridgeport,  Mass. 

If  you  decide  to  take  Hood's  Sarsapa- 
rilla do  not  be  induced  to  buy  any  other. 

HrtfkH'c  DSllc  tliR  I'fst  family  cathartic 
IIUUU  &  r  111*  easy  to  operate.  25o. 


$3,  $4  and  $5  each. 

Also  a  few  Pullets  in  pairs,  trios,  etc. 

Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 


lyih  cfiitiirv. 


White  Plymouth  Rocks, 
White  Wyandottes, 

(lirowii  E'^t:.  I'rolili.-  I..i>  ill;;  SI..i-k.) 

A.  F.  HUNTER, 

South  Natick,  Mass. 


A  FI^OCK  .if '.'l  tiTic  Afi  K-an  Geese  l,2,an(13vears 
old  fi»r  sail  .  Ml  .  xrhaiiiri-  a^'ainst  breeding;  stock  of 
PIv.  Hot'Us.  W'li.  \\  \  aiiiloitcs,  or  Wliitc  Legrlionis. 
K(»  Ki,ANO  <'oi ^^^T^  I'ori.TKY  Co..  NewCity. N.  Y. 

BLACK  LANGSHAN 

Cockerels. 

If  you  want  to  Iniprovo  your  F.aujtfslians,  you  will 
iiiakf  no  niistakt'  In  brcclin;.'  fnun-  Lord's  strain. 
Kvery  one  is  ltrc  <l  fr-.ni  :i  puint  cockerel  to  9^,94  ami 
95  hens.  I  ;:ii:ii  ruiit  .■  |M  please  you,  or  you  may  re- 
turn stock      tii\  «  \p(  ii-i  . 

*T.  H.  LOKI),         .'i;.  t,awrenre.  Mass. 

rilH^.TVT^ft  100    ■Squart'  feet, 

^-'-'■^^  with  Caps  and  Nails. 

EXTRA  HEAVY 

FELT  ROUFING 

l^TJJJ.'i      Wind  aiul  Water 
1-  M.  M\'MJy  Proof.       Sample  free. 
 A.  r.  SWAN,  H>3  Fiilfon  St.,N.  Y. 

CO  S.  G,  WHITE  LEGHORNS 

Bigger  and  better  than  ever  before. 

(;<»(:KI';KliI,S  S'J  to  fi.o. 

ri:f,i,KTS  fHi.rii)  to  S.^i. 
Hr»'«*clinff  YHr<lK  SSi:  and  upwards, 

Wi  lli'  alKjiit  ^hou  birds. 

c=3Woo(llawn  Poultry  Yards. 

LJLm    t;HA^^.  J.  FOGG,  Walthani,  Mass. 

210  EGGS  PER  YEAR 

Is  the  average  of  my 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES, 

Karly  iiiaturing,  (arjie  size,  brown  eg^Jr  strain.  Vigor- 
uus  cockerels,  %i  ami  $4  eacli. 

f.  K.  WOODS,  Natick,  Mass. 


5     Chicken  Cholera  J 

Is  caused  by  a  peculiar  genu  against 
which  the  new,  powerful  and  safe 
product  of  coal  tar, 

TAROLA, 

is  especially  effective,  without  the 
useofanv  other  niediciiie.  Tarda, 
much  diluted,  used  as  a  disinfectant, 
keeps  the  heu  house  sweet  and 
healthful  with  less  outlay  of  time 
and  money  than  any  other  agent- 
Cures  gape's,  kills  lice;  increases  the 
yield  of  the  hennery.  Sold  every- 
where. Tarola  book  _/rec. 
BIKRETT  MF«.  CO..  Phlladplnhln.  Pa. 


Gleaned 
and  Filled 

lu  a  minute.  Tlic  latest, 
clieapest  antl  l>est.  S^ee  the 
name.  .Just  what  vou  waut. 
Senil  for  circulars.  TUe 
trade  solicited. 

ATSATT  BROS.. 
Mattapoi^iett,  Ma8H. 
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cocks  that  were  dubbed,  and  Mr.  Abbot  told 
me  it  was  their  practice  to  dub  tbeir  single 
tombed  stock  birds;  of  course  that  spoils 
them  for  showing,  but  they  are  always  better 
for  stock  purposes.  In  fact,  Minorcas,  Leg- 
horns, and  Sih  er  Gray  Dorkings  are  now  bred 
with  such  excessive  combs  it  is  necessary 
to  dub  many  of  them  to  relieve  the  pressure 
upon  the  brain,  and  restore  the  bird  to  good 
condition.  Mr.  Abbot  told  me  that  they  had 
had  male  birds  killed  by  that  excess  of  comb, 
and  said,  "I  can  show  you  in  the  pens  over 
yonder,  a  bird  that  will  die  within  a  week  if 
he  isn't  dubbed."  Arrived  at  the  pen,  he 
showed  me  a  Silver  Gray  Dorking  cock,  a 
splendid  bird,  that  "  had  been  shown  several 
times  and  always  brought  back  u  prize  card,"' 
aud  now  was  dumpish,  listless,  carrying  his 
head  drooping,  and  with  a  decided  "  list  to 
starboard."  The  comb  was  a  very  large  ope, 
and  evidently  was  bearing  down  heavily  upon 
one  side  of  the  skull,  the  carrying  of  the  head 
a  little  sideways  being  apparently  due  to  an 
effort  to  relieve  the  pressure  upon  the  brain. 
Mr.  Abbot  said,  "I'll  dub  that  bird  tonight, 
and  in  twenty-four  hours  he'll  be  all  right 
again ;  all  he  needs  is  relief  from  that  pressure 
of  the  comb  upon  the  skull." 

So  large  have  been  Messrs.  Abbot's  ship- 
ments to  South  Africa  this  year  one  of  the 
brothers  has  gone  out  to  the  Cape  three  times, 
in  charge  of  the  stock.  "With  four  or  live 
valuable  horses,  some  cows  and  sheep,  and  a 
hundred  or  more  birds  to  go  by  one  steamer, 
it  pays  to  go  out  in  charge  of  them ; "  with  a 
very  big  shipment  he  takes  two  men— but 
always  one,  along  with  him,  and,  no  doubt, 
takes  a  few  coops  of  birds  on  speculatiou— to 
.sell  when  he  gets  there.  As  they  prepay 
charges,  the  customer  in  the  remotest  part  of 
the  world  knows  what  his  birds  cost  him 
landed  at  his  door;  but  Mr.  Abbot  said  they' 
didn't  make  much  on  one  shipment  to  Seattle, 
U.  S., — "  the  express  charges  from  New  York 
to  Seattle  were  more  than  they  got  for  the 
bird?." 

Messrs.  J.  W.  COOK  &  Son,  of  Lincoln, 
are  doing,  an  enormous  business  in  poultry, 
aud  are  shipping  stock  all  over  the  world ; 
their  largest  recent  sale  being  one  hundred 
and  forty  Houdans,  which  went  out  to  Amer- 
ica iu  oue  shipment.  Messrs.  Cook  &  Son  live 
in  the  city  of  Lincoln,  having  something  like 
half  an  acre  of  gi-ouud  at  the  back,  on  which 
are  five  long  houses,  about  forty-live  feel  long 
each,  divided  into  small  pens,  each  pen  having 
a  small  run  in  front.  In  these  houses  is  kept 
the  stock  from  which  shipments  are  made, 
the  stock  being  raised  on  farms  about  in  adjoin- 
ing towns.  Mr.  Cook,  (for  convenience  we 
will  drop  the  firm  name),  puts  one  or  two  (or 
more)  pens  of  fine  breeding  birds  out  on  the 
farm  on  which  he  has  arranged  to  have  stock 
raised  for  him,  and  pays  the  farmer  an  agreed 
upon  sum  for  the  chickens  he  raises— in  this 
way,  on  twelve  farms,  having  about  five 
thousand  chickens  raised  this  year.  At  one' 
])lace  which  we  visited,  Fiskerton,  Mr.  Cook 
rents  the  small  farm,  and  has  put  a  man  and 
his  wife  there  in  charge,  and  ou  that  ijlace' 
were  about  three  hundred  Houdan  chickens, 
the  best  average  lot  of  that  variety  that  I  had 
ever  seen.  It  was  an  ideal  place  for  chickens. 
The  land  sloped  a  little  to  the  south,  was  pro- 
tected ou  the  north  and  west  by  wind  break 
hedges,  and  was  plentifully  besprinkled  with 
fruit  trees  and  shrubbery.  The  ploughed  land 
was  planted  with  potatoes,  the  luxuriant  lops 
of  which  gave  the  chicks  dense  shade,  and  the 
ground  gave  them  warmth  and  insects.  Chicks 
ought  to  grow  well  in  such  a  favored  locality. 

The  farms  on  which  Mr.  Cook's  stock  is 
raised  are  not  limited  to  one  variety,  as  is  the 
Fiskerton  place.  Mr.  Clarke's,  for  example, 
at  Snelland,  had  about  six  hundred  head  of 
young  stock,  Golden  aud  Silver  Wyandottes, 
Brown  and  White  Leghorns,  Black  Minorcas 
and  Orpingtons.  Here  (and  everywhere)  the 
method  is  a  movable  house  set  at  the  side  of  a 
field,  aud  the  fifty  chicks  colonized  there  have 
the  run  of  that  field  and  surrounding  hedge- 
rows and  ditches. 

Mr.  Cook  said  his  best  selling  varieties  were 
Leghorns,  (Brown,  White  aud  Buff),  Black 
Minorcas,  Houdans,  Barred  P.  Rocks,  AVVan- 
dottes  (Silver  and  Golden),  and  of  these  and 
his  many  other  varieties  he  has  shipped  four 
thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-three  birds 
since  January  1st,  '07;  the  sale  of  stock  is  his 
principal  business,  just  the  opposite  of  thatpcff 
Mr.  Simou  Hunter  of  Nortbiillertou,  who'sSlls 


eggs  for  hatching,  chiefly.  In  a  small  pasture 
lot  a  little  way  back,  Mr.  Cook  keeps  a  couple 
of  flocks  of  laying  birds,  chiefly  Black  Minor- 
cas, and  had  just  discovered  one  of  them  with 
a  nice  little  flock  of  chicks,  ten  in  all,  which 
she  had  hatched  iu  a  stolen  nest  under  the 
hedgerow,  While  searching  for  the  nesting 
place  another  Black  Minorca  hen  was  discov- 
ered brooding  a  clutch  of  eggs,  and  here  were 
two  broody  Black  Minorcas  iu  oue  season. 
Such  facts  prove  that  the  broody  instinct 
crops  up  occasionally,  even  in  the  non-sitting 
varieties. 

Wm.  Bygott,  Esq.,  Eyehill  House,  Ulceby, 
is  one  of  the  great  water  fowl  breeders, 
Rouen  and  Aylesbury  ducks,  Embden  and 
Toulouee  geese  being  his  specialties.  He 
breeds  some  poultry,  having  a  pen  of  choice 
ludian  Games  and  another  of  Silver  AVyan- 
dottes,  and  is  also  breeding  the  noted  Indian 
Gamc-Dorking  cross  for  market  purposes.  Of 
bis  Silver  Wyaudottes  he  is  justly  proud,  and 
bids  fair  to  make  a  record  in  that  variety. 
He  appreciates  their  great  laying  qualities, 
and  showed  me  a  pullet,  hatched  the  last  of 
January,  that  began  laying  in  June,  went 
broody  in  July,  and  had  a  family  of  chickens 
August  1st. 

In  Rouen  ducks  ,Mr.  Bygott  has  made  a 
great  record  iu  the  show  room,  his  prize 
cards  fairly  covering  the  walls  and  ceiling  of 
his  packiug  room.  He  pointed  out  one  bird 
tliat  had  already  won  seven  first  prizes  and 
two  specials,  aud  was  only  hatched  in  March, 
six  months  before;  the  most  important  prize 
being  1st  at  the  great  Royal  show  at  Manches- 
ter. He  has  aboutfour  hundred  Rouen  ducks — 
there  at  home  and  on  a  farm  in  the  next  town — 
ducks  that  for  deep,  rich  color  and  even  lacing 
it  would  be  hard  to  equal,  while  in  size  and 
shape  they  seemed  perfect.  With  bis  reputa- 
tion it  is  not  strange  that  he  sells  great  num- 
bers for  breeding,  shipping  birds  to  all  parts  of 
the  world.  At  the  time  of  my  visit  he  had  just 
shipped  a  pen  to  Mr.  Crowninshield,  of  Boston. 
The  prices  he  gets  for  his  birds  would  surprise 
some  of  our  American  duck  raisers.  Five  to 
ten  pounds  sterling  ($25  to  foO),  is  quite  com- 
mon ;  twenty  to  twenty-five  pounds  (|100  to 
$125)  is  occasionally  reached,  and  in  oue 
instance  thirty  pounds  (f  150)  for  a  single  bird 
— that  looks  a  big  figure  for  a  duck  or  drake. 

A  capital  duck  pond,  fed  by  springs,  and 
with  the  banks  libei-ally  shaded,  is  an  import- 
ant aid  to  fertile  eggs  and  vigorous  ducklings, 
and  locating  breeding  pens  at  his  difl'erent 
farm  cottages  where  a  pond  or  small  stream  is 
convenient,  is  an  excellent  plan.  The  helping 
to  drive  up  the  breeding  stock  into  pens  iu 
the  stables  and  outhouses  where  they  could  be 
shut  away  from  the  too  fi'iendly  foxes,  was  a 
pleasing  experience ;  but  the,  long  chat  after- 
wards over  poultry  uiatters  and  poultry  fan- 
ciers, English  and  American,  was  the  crown- 
ing pleasure  of  my  too  brief  visit  to  Ryehill 
House. 

Geo.  H.  Proctor,  Esq.,  Flass  House, 
Durham,  was  born  a  faucier,  aud  has  bred  the 
best  Buff  Cochins  in  the  world  of  later  years  — 
not  a  few  of  the;,  Flass  House  Bufl's  having 
been  forwarded  to  American  Cochin  breeders, 
for  value  received.  FlassHouse  farm  has  been 
in  the  Proctor  family  for  a  long  time,  and  is 
now  almost  a  city  farm,  the  rows  of  brick 
houses  aud  paved  streets  coming  quite  to  the 
entrance  gate.  It  runs,  back  up  a  narrow 
valley  and  onto  the  low  hills  upon  which  was 
fought  the  famous  battle  of  Nevill's  Cross,  in 
which  the  Englishjirmy  so  completely  defeated 
the  Scottish  army,  and  in  rt'hich,  as  I  laugh- 
ingly told  Mr.  Proctor,  some  of  his  ancestors 
might  have  helped  defeat  some  of  mine.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  it  is  a.  most  interesting  spot  to 
visit,  quite,  as  much  because  of  the  kindly 
hospitality  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Proctor  as  the 
history  of  the  farm  or  the  fame  of  its  Buff 
Cochins..  Nor  is  Mr.  Proctor  noted  only  as  a 
Cochin  breeder.  He  is  a  breeder  of  Shorthorn 
cattle  of  high  degree  (and  long  pedigree), 
that  have  won  him  not  a  few  prizes  at  the 
great  shows;  and  his  Fox  Terriers  have  been 
as  celebrated  winners  of  cups  and  specials  at 
dog  shows  as  the  Bufl' Cochins  have  at  poulti'y 
shows;  for  example,  "Flass  Folly,"  whose 
portrait  he  shows  with  pardonable  pride,  was 
a  winner  of  fifty  prizes,  including  Crystal 
Palace,  Birmingham,  Liverpool,  Edinburgh, 
Derby,  Birkenhead,  Nottingham,  etc.  The 
cups  and  medals  which  Mr.  Proctor  has  won 
would  set  up  a  silversmith's  shop! 

It  is  an 'ideal  place  for  rai^-ini;  fine  birds. 


Sheltered  nooks  in  the  valleys,  ample  range 
over  grass  fields,  plenty  of  shade  near  the 
houses  and  about  the  hedgerows.  Mr.  Proctor 
likes  to  scatter  his  birds  a  good  deal,  aud  one 
family  will  be  located  close  to  the  haystacks  by 
the  cattlesheds,  near  the  center  of  the  farm, 
while  another  will  be  near  a  bit  of  timber  up* 
a  small  side  valley,  and  a  third  by  the  farm- 
house, away  back  at  the  west  end  of  the  farm. 
These  last,  this  year,  are  colored  Dorkings,  a 
new  adventure.  I  had  heard  considerable 
about  Dorking  chicks  being  delicate,  and  was 
much  interested  in  what  Mr.  Proctor  told  me 
about  his.  Last  year  they  had  been  located 
down  in  the  valley,  where  the  land  was  heavy 
and  damp,  the  result  being  heavy  mortality 
amongst  the  chicks;  this  year  they  were  upon 
the  hilltop,  high  aud  dry,  the  losses  were  very, 
very  few,  and  the  stock  looked  perfectly 
healthy  and  hardy.  There  are  about  three 
hundred  head  of  Butts,  old  and  young,  some 
of  the  old  birds  having  been  brought  down  to 
the  long  house,  near  Mr.  Proctor's  home,  to 
moult  in  the  shade  there.  Heavy  foot  feather- 
ing is  essential  to  good  Cochins,  and  Mr. 
Proctor  has  devised  several  expedients  to 
preserve  the  foot  feathers  unbroken.  For 
example,  the  birds  do  not  roost  at  all,  but 
sleep  upon  the  floor  of  soft  (loose)  sand.  The 
yards  are  grassed  over,  and  the  grass- is  gone 
over  twice  a  week  with  a  lawn  mower  to  keep 
it  short  and  soft;  it  is  like  velvet  to  the 
touch,  and  will  not  crumple  the  foot  feathers 
of  these  lordy  Bufl's.  That  Mr.  Proctor 
thoroughly  understands  bufl'  color  breeding 
one  soon  learns  as  the  stock  is  looked  over,  aud 
that  thorough  knowledge  of  color  mating, 
coi  pled  with  an  intense  love  for  it  is  the 
secret  of  his  great  success.  A  reporter  for  the 
Durham  Chronicle  had  visited  Flass  Hou..-e 
a  little  while  before  me,  and  here  is  what  he 
said  of  prices : 

But  while  Mr.  Proctor  has  attained  con- 
siderable success  as  an  exhibitor  of  terriers, 
it  is  as  a  poultry  fancier  his  name  is  better 
known.  His  fowls  have  found  homes  all  over 
the  world,  and  many  of  them  have  lieen 
coaxed  from  him  by  prices  that  would  strike 
dumb  with  envy  many  an  aspiring  amateur. 
Within  the  past  twelve  months  more  than  one 
bird  fetched  the  astounding  sum  of  £50. 
Even  that  record  was  exceeded  the  previous 
year,  when  in  a  plurality  of  cases  £T0  apiece 
were  given  for  Flass  House  fowls.  That  is  the 
highest  price  ever  received  for  one  of  the 
Proctor  birds,  but  it  does  not  by  any  means 
represent  the  maximum  money  producing 
power  of  the  breed,  for  there  have  nearly 
always  been  at  Flass  House  birds  that  were 
"  not  for  sale  "  at  any  price. 

"Have  you  never  lost  any  by  theft?"  I 
queried,  rememberiug  the  enormous  value  of 
the  stock  on  the  farm.  "  Not  oue,"  answered 
the  owner  confitlently. 

"  Is  not  that  rather  remarkable?  "  "  Oh,  no. 
The  birds  are  of  no  value  to  anybody  else. 
They  could  be  sworn  to  anywhere.  They  are 
known  all  over,  and  u  feather  would  be 
sufficient  to  betray  the  j  obbers." 

This  brought  us  to  a  chat  upon  the  subject 
of  feathers.  To  the  lay  mind  that  will  prob- 
ably appear  a  very  ordinary  matter,  but  it  is 
not  so  by  any  means.  My  friend  pulled  from 
his  pocket  a  bundle  of  letters,  in  many  of 
which  were  carefully  fixed  specimen  feathers 
from  some  of  the  Proctor  fowls.  "There  are 
two  feathers,"  remarked  Mr.  Proctor.  "  Thev 
have  been  to  America  and  back."  I  looked  at 
the  letter,  and  found  that  a  fowl  had  lieen 
ordered  to  improve  the  breed  in  America,  aud 
the  purcha.ser  had  i-equired  specimens  of 
feathers  of  several  birds  liefore  buying.  The 
feathers,  which  were  shown  me,  had  been 
returned  to  specify  the  chosen  cockerel.  I 
have  them  before  me  now.  They  are  trulv 
exquisite  iu  color  and  texture,  of  one  equal 
beautiful  buff  tinge  from  the  top  of  the  quill. 

Fifty  pounds  (|250)  seems  a  big  price  for 
one  bird,  but  Mr.  Proctor  showed  me  a  cock 
that  he  refused  fifty  pounds  for,  "  and  a  good 
job,  too;  why  that  fellow  has  won  me  over 
fifty  pounds  in  prizes,  and  I've  got  him  to 
breed  from  still!"  AVith  the  great  oppor- 
tunity there  is  here  for  winnings  it  is  not 
surprising  that  superior  birds  fetch  long 
prices. 

From  Edinburgh  I  crossed  to  Carlisle,  to  see 
Mr.  John  Brough,  a  famed  breeder  of  Old 
English  Games,  and  Mr.  D.  Bragg,  of  South- 
waite  Hall,  a  breeder  of  Colored  Dorkings  and 
Roueu  ducks.  Mr.  Brough  was  absent  at  a 
show,  aud  as  his  stock  was  all  out  in  the 
country  some  miles  I  went  to  Southwaite  to 
see  Mr.  Bragg.  Him  I  found  driving  a  span 
of  horses  attached  to  a  reaping  mac^hine,  cut- 
ting a  splendid  piece  of  oats  of  fourteen  acres, 
a  dozen  men  and  women  tying  up  the  bundles, 
aud  bunching  them  for  ripeniug.  I  found 
some  fine  Colored  Dorkings  and  Rouen  ducks 
there,  but  was  more  interested  in  a  flock  of 
Rose  Conilied  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks  in  the 


Common  tarred  paper  was  all 
right  for  your  grandfathers  to  use 
as  inside  lining  and  outside  cover- 
ing of  their  buildings,  —  in  fact,  it, 
was  all  they  had  to  use  ;  ,but  in 
this  age  of  advancement  a  fabric 
has  been  produced  which  appeals 
to  every  farmer,  florist,  or  gardener. 

It  is  known  as  the  Neponset 
Waterproof  Red  Rope  Fabric.  It 
is  a  splendid  roof  and  side  cover- 
ing for  outbuildings,  and  takes  the 
place  of  back  plaster  in  dwellings. 
It  is  proof  against  wind,  water, 
frost,  and  insures  warm,  dry  build- 
ings ;  costsonly  $5.oofor  5oosquare 
feet  at  the  factory,  with  the  neces- 
sary nails  and  tin  caps.  Any  man 
with  a  hammer  and  pocket  knife 
can  put  it  on. 

For  inside  lining  Neponset  Black 
Building  Paper  is  very  inexpen- 
sive. It  also  is  water-proof,  odor- 
less, and  clean.  Hundreds  of  far- 
mers are  using  this  paper  to-day, 
and  repairing  buildings  at  slight 
cost. 

Full  pai'ticnlars  and 
samples  free.  Write 
F.  Wo  Bird  &  Son, 
EastWalpole,  Mass. 
For  sale  by  Dealers 
in  Hardware,  Lum- 
ber, and  Building 
Supplies. 


BRQOKSIDE  POULTRY  FABM'S 

Are  all  rifjlil,  for  eitlicl'  cxliibilioii  or  hreedinp. 
We  niiiijii  r^cture  ii  cboici-'  (lualil  y  <»1  gi  niiiid  meat  and 
bone  at  S-' per  100  ]hs.,  Ilial  will'ju.sl  suil  Hie  careful 
Ixmltrviiiai).    Send  stamp  for  ealalo;jiie. 

.J.  E.  STEI'KNSON,  Columbus,  N.  J. 

CUT  CLOVER,  Oulbs.  SI;  100  lb?.  $1.75.  Crushed 
Ovsler  Shells.  $7 ..50;  anit  Mica  Crystal  Urit,  $7  per  loll 
CLEVELAND  I'OULTRY  CO..  Tlattsburf-'l],  N.  Y| 

STAI^DARO  BRED 

.  Leghorns. 

LAKGE,  VIGOltOUS,  liXTKA  LATEKS. 
WINNERS  AT 
Madison  .Square  Garden,  New  York  City,  1895—1896 
-1S97.  Meeliaiiics  liHilUing,  Boston,  Mass.,  1897.  Stoclc 
1  foi-  sale. 

AVHITING  FARM,  Holyoke,  Magg. 

SAVE  %  YOUR  FUEL 

By  using  our  (stove  pipe)  RADIATOR. 

With  its  120  Cross  Tubes, 
ONE  stove  or  furnace  does  the  work  of 
TWO.     Drop  postal  for  proofs  from 
prominent  men. 

TO  INTRODUCE  OUR  RADIATOR, 
the  first  order  from  each  neighborhood 
filled  at  WHOLESALE  price,  and  securei 
an  agency.   Write  at  once. 

Rochester  Radiator  Company, 

No.  90  Furnace  St.,  ROCHESTER,  HI.  f. 


and  eggs  fo 


FRESH  OU 


Also  Beef  Sci  aps,  O.  K.  Animal  Food,  Oyster  Sliells, 
Fisli  Meal,  Liranulated  IJone.  .Meanied  Meal,  Oril, 
etc.  Address, 

BARTLETT  3c  HOLMES, 
SpringSeld,  Mass. 

C.  A.  KARTI.ETT,    .      .    ■Worcester,  Mass. 

Send  for  catalo.gue. 


16  to  1  lb.  |^'i;s,^:rno:,5:;^]^0?^ 
U.  S.  Stsndsro  "r",.u'!^ii;j"n'ir.''«ii'.ur.*-^^^^^^^^^ 

Hundreds  of  Bpeoialties  at  leas  than  wholesale  prices,  viz: 
SeivinsMndliiic^,  lli.  )<-li-.,  Orriins,  Pilinos,  Cidrr  Ml  «, 
Cnn-lngM,  Cur  ls,  ll.i-^lc-s.  Harness,  Safes,  Hone  Mills, 
l.^ller  Presses,  Jarli  S.Te..8,  Tni.  ts,  AnvlU,  Hi.j  Cinlers, 
I'n-ss  Stands,  Feed  .Hills,  Slo»e»,  Drills,  Kmiii  Plons, 
l,a»  n  .lloiters,  tiilTee  Jlills,  Forres,  Ladies,  Uiiiiili  ( aril, 
CnrnShellers,  Hand  I'arts,  Enirlnes,  Tools,  Hlre  henre, 
Fanninir  Mills,  C'ro\Y  liars,  llnilers,  Walthes,  Clollilnt-tc. 
Hay,  Slorli,  Elev.ltor,  Railroad,  flallorm  and  I'ounler  SCAI.KS. 
•Send  forfreeCalalou-neaodseehowlo  Save  MoneJ. 

161  S.  Jefiersoa  Bt.  CHlCAsg  SCALE  CO.,  Chicago,  111, 
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>;.H-k  y:inl,  but  they  wore  lot  nsed  to  beinsr 
iatervii'wtxl,  anil  kept  back  uiuier  cover  most 
I>ersisteiitly.  They  were  pretty  trooii  Uocks, 
:is  Kocks  are  brei.1  here,  anil  had  quite  ^ovxl 
n.>se  combs,  l^etter  than  average  WyanJotte 
l  ouibs  here.  ilr.  Brai™:  praised  them  as  being 
particularly  srood  layers. 

Messrs.  Wai>k  linoTiiKKS.  Silsdcn, 
Keishly.  breetl  AVhite  Lt-srhorus  and  Black 
Miuorcts.  Being  shoe  dealers,  and  living  in 
the  town,  they  have  not  much  room;  but.  by 
leasing  small  lots  (allotments)  they  find  room 
;iud  time  to  take  can-  of  one  hundred  am!  fifty 
to  two  hundred  birds.  Noted  winners  head 
llieir  yanls,  one  that  tiK>k  1st  and  cup  at  the 
P.il;ii-e  and  :it  the  Oairy  show  last  year: 
another  that  won  the  "  challenge  cup"  at  the 
Tahu  e.  A  Black  Minorca  cock  won  eighteen 
nr>t  prizes  last  year,  was  dul>t>ed  for  breetling, 
and  would  win  no  more  because  barred  from 
the  show  pen.  There  were  some  promising 
youngsters  coming  on.  one  that  Jlr.  \Va<le 
thinks  "  will  be  about  right  for  the  next 
rahice."  In  answer  to  a  question  as  to  the 
priee  of  such  a  bird,  Mr.  Wade  said  he  was 
not  for  sale,  —  ••  we  never  sell  our  hest  birds, 
■eiuuse  we  want  them  ourselves."  This,  I 
!iad  found,  was  a  quite  common  attitude  here 
in  England. 

K.  W.  Webster,  Esq..  Littlewick  tJreen, 
Maidenhead,  is  a  fancier-farmer,  with  an 
iiteresting  history.  By  a  bicycle  accident  a 
:ew  years  ago  he  severely  strained  the  muscles 

■  f  his  heart,  and  appeared  to  be  permanently 
invalided.  Xot  content  to  lie  upon  a  lounge 
ill  day  long,  he  sought  occupation  in  poultry 
•  reeding  on  a  small  scale,  which  proveil  fairly 

successful,  and  his  father  reluctantly  consented 
to  his  talking  the  lease  of  Hillside  Farm,  a 
'  nuple  of  miles  away,  and  enlarging  his 
.•;ierfttions.  Hi?  fourteenth  annual  catalogue 
_-ives  the  gratifying  record  of  over  one  thou- 
-and  cups  and  prizes  won  at  the  principal 
-bows,  and  tells  of  shipments  of  his  prize 
-tiK-k  to  North  and  South  America,  .>~outh 
Vfrica,  and  many  countries  of  Europe.  He 

■  flers  for  sale  twelve  varieties  of  fowls,  seven 

if  bantams  and  Aylesbury  ducks,  his  special- 
:  ;esl>eing  Black  Minorcas,  Light  Brahma.s  and 
i'artridge  Cochins.  In  Black  Minorcas  Mr. 
Webster  has  wonderfully  line  stock.  One  hen 
for  which  he  paid  twenty  guineas  (.5105)  and 
:>  now  nine  years  old,  is  a  beauty,  remarkal>ly 

veil  preserved,  and  looking  today  hardly  the 
worse  for  her  eight  years  service  in  shows  and 
the  breeiling  pen.  She  won  the  cup  at  the 
I'alaee,  and  again  at  Birmingham  the  same 
year,  and  is  one  of  the  great  hens  of  the  world. 
It  is  hardly  fair,  where  all  the  birds  are  so 
gootl,  to  single  out  one  for  special  mention, 
liecause  it  gives  the  impression  that  she  is 
head  and  shoulders  alx>ve  the  rest,  which 
would  be  misleading.  This  flock  which  was 
ranging  in  the  barn  yard,  was  headed  by  a 
magnificent  cock  for  whom  a  long  price  had 
been  paid,  and  who  had  won  many  first  prizes, 
;>nd  yet,  when  we  walked  through  the  house 
in  which  were  long  rows  of  coops  for  individ- 
ual birds,  there  were  other  cocks  quite  his 
equal,  and,  in  some  points,  (size  and  weight 

I massiveness)  of  lobes,  for  example),  his 
superior. 

Of  his  Partridge  Cochins  Mr.  Webster  is 
justly  proud,  ai.a  very  handsome,  massive 
liirds  they  are;  but  the  Light  Brahmas  are  his 
prime  favorites.  He  has  long  been  noted  for 
his  prize  winning  stock  of  this  variety,  and 
last  year  bought  the  entire  stock  and  good  w  ill 
of  Mr.  W.  F.  Potter,  perhaps  his  chief  com- 
petitor in  the  show  room;  the  uniting  of  two 
sui  h  stocks  of  high-class  Brahmas  placing  the 
owner  quite  '•  attheloj)  of  the  trefe,"  as  they  say 
over  here.  The  objects  Mr.  Webster  aims  at 
are  the  breeding  of  the  choicest  exhibition 
stock,  to  have  the  best  to  show^  himself  and  to 
sell  high-class  exhibition  and  breeding  stock 
to  his  many  customers.  In  looking  over  his 
hooks  1  was  struck  with  the  big  prices  he 
receives,  and  also  pays,  for  choice  birds.  I 
mentioned  the  twenty  guinea  hen  ;  he  has  paid 
as  high  as  thirty  pounds  (Sl.iO)  for  a  Palace 
challenge  cup  cockerei  —  nor  are  such  prices 
extravagant  when  we  take  into  account  the 
prizes  (cash  anu  special)  which  such  a  bird 
wins.  For  example,  this  thirty  pounds  cock- 
erel won  the  titteeu  guinea  (§78j  challenge 
cup,  the  silver  cup  and  silver  medal  at  the 
Crystal  Palace  show,  also  first  and  special  at 
Reading,  first  and  special  at  Ealing,  Hi  st  and 
v.pei:\ai  at  Tunbridge  Wells,  etc.  Such  a  bird 
so«e  brings  back  the  purchase  piQne^  jn  cash 


prizes,  not  to  mention  reputation.  That  is 
one  great  ad\antage  of  the  Rruhmas  over 
Minorcas  and  Leghorns.  Jlr.  Webster  told 
me  he  could  show  a  good  Brahma  over  and 
over  again  without  his  going  wrong,  while  the 
more  nervous  and  sensitive  Minorcas  and  Leg- 
horns would  go  oil"  in  condition  :ifter  a  couple 
of  shows,  perhaps,  and  then  would  need  to 
have  a  rest. 

Mr.  Webster  finds  the  Black  Minorcas  his 
best  selling  varieties,  his  sale  of  Minorca  eggs 
having  reached  ninety  pounds  ($450)  this 
season,  the  Light  Brahmas  coming  next,  and 
Barred  Plymouth  Rocks  third,  with  Cochins 
(Partridge  :ind  ButH  fourth.  It  would  not  be 
right  to  publish  all  the  interesting  things  Mr. 
Webster  told  uie,  or  showed  me  in  his  care- 
fully kept  l)Ook  accounts,  but  it  will  not  be  a 
violating  of  confidence  to  say  that  both  his 
poultry  and  his  general  farming  pays  a  good 
profit.  His  poultry  account  shows  a  profit  of 
"  cent  per  cent  "  (one  hundred  per  cent) ,  and 
>  his  farming  shows  a  profit  from  the  wheat 
raiseil,  the  calves  fattened  and  sold  to  market, 
the  hay  sold:  in  fact,  the  purely  farming 
operations  showed  a  net  cash  profit  of  $1250 
last  year.  This,  in  the  face  of  the  much  out- 
cry about  agricultural  depression,  and  "farm- 
ing ilon't  pay,"  was  a  most  encouraging 
balance  sheet. 

The  best  part  of  it  is  that  the  health  is  com- 
ing back.  ••  Pm  twice  the  man  I  was  three 
years  ago,  and  getting  stronger  every  day," 
said  Mr,  Webster,  as  we  were  driving  to  the 
station  ;  truly  a  pleasing  conclusion  to  a  most 
pleasing  poultry  story. 

Miss  X.  EDW.VKD.*!,  Coaley  Poultiy  Farm, 
Dursley,  Gloucestershire,  might  modestly  dis- 
claim being  a  prominent  British  fancier,  but 
she  is  a  poultry  woman  of  force  aud  originality, 
is  making  her  mark  in  the  poultry  world,  and, 
unless  I  mistake,  will  be  better  known  in  the 
not  distant  future.  Her  specialty  is  newly 
hatchecl  (day  old)  chicks,  in  w-hich  she  does  a 
great  business,  selling  and  shipping  as  many 
as  two  hundred  per  week  during  the  hatching 
season  ;  eggs  for  hatching  is  another  important 
branch  of  her  business.  Her  leading  varieties 
are  Black  Minorca",  Butland  Brown  Leghorns, 
-Silver  and  Golden  Wyandottes,  Barred  P. 
liocks.  Black  and  Bull'  Orpingtons,  and  Dark 
Brahmas.  For  general  utility  (both  eggs  and 
meat)  she  ranks  Orpingtons  first,  with  Wyan- 
dottes second ;  and  for  egg  production  Min- 
orcas first  and  Leghorns  second.  It  is  easy  to 
see,  though,  that  she  leans  strongly  to  the 
BuflT  Leghorns,  and  as  she  has  some  very 
choice  stotrk  of  that  variety,  raised  from  a  pen 
that  cost  $125,  we  look  for  her  making  a 
record  with  them. 

Miss  Edwards  has  published  a  modest  little 
booklet ,  entitled ,  '•Practical-Profitable  Poultry 
Keeping,"'  the  better  to  answer  the  countless 
questions  which  are  constantly  being  asked 
her,  and  we  consider  it  one  of  the  best  poultry 
raising  guides  that  has  ever  come  into  our 
hands.  It  is  very  condensed,  is  "all  meat," 
the  thirty  pages  containing  chapters  on  poultry 
keeping,  houses  and  runs,  selec-tion  of  a  breed, 
varieties  of  fowls,  ducks,  hatching,  feeding 
and  rearing  of  chickens,  feeding  adult  stock, 
diseases, —  and  the  striking  feature  of  the  little 
book  is  its  clear  commonsense.  There  isn't  a 
word  wasted,  every  sentence  going  directly 
to  the  point.  Here  is  an  example  of  its  crisp- 
ness,  the  closing  paragraph  of  the  chapter  on 
feeding  adult  stock:  —  "Avoid  the  use  of 
Indian  corn,  except  in  the  very  depth  of 
winter,  as  being  too  fattening;  avoid  also 
mixed  grain,  feed  rather  on  one  sort  one 
evening,  and  another  sort  the  next,  making 
the  meals  as  varied  as  possible.  A  plentiful 
supply  of  fresh  clean  water  and  grit  are 
fihsolutely  necessary." 

This  little  book  is  sold  for  sixpence,  or  by 
post  sevenpence  (l-tc.),  and  is  selling  rapidly. 

A.  G.  Pitts,  Esq.,  Highbridge,  Somerset, 
is  u  breeder  of  high  class  Black  Minorcas,  and 
probably  breeds  more  prize  winners  and  wins 
more  prizes  of  that  variety  than  any  other 
breeder  in  the  world.  Mr.  Pitts  and  his  son 
are  engaged  in  brick  aud  tile  manufacturing, 
the  poultry  breeding  being  their  recreation,  or 
"  hobby."  About  five  hundred  birds  is  Mr. 
Pitts'  annual  output,  and  an  inspection  of  his 
yards  shows  an  array  of  "  good  ones"  that  it 
wouldn't  be  easy  to  match.  Of  course  the 
breeding  stock  is  at  us  worst  the  first  of 
September,  but  one  could  see  enough,  in  both 
old  and  young,  to  get  a  good  idea  of  the  high 
character  of  the  stock.  The  cockerels  and 


pullets  were  a  wonderfully  even  lot  through- 
out, so  even  that  we  hinted  that  the  llocKS  had 
been  culled  already.  "  Xo,"  said  Mr.  Pitts, 
"  that  lot  is  just  as  they  grew  up,  not  a 
'  waster'  has  gone  from  it!"  On  our  asking 
him  what  per  cent  of  the  chickens  reared 
were  wasters,  Mr,  Pitts  replied,  "Not  more 
than  three  or  four  in  a  hundred  ! That  is  a 
revelation  of  the  results  of  intelligent  breeding, 
certainly,  and  shows  what  careful  painstaking 
work  will  do.  In  lustre  and  evenness  of 
plumage,  smoothness  of  lobes,  line  texture 
and  uniformity  of  combs,  accompanying  shape 
and  high-bred  carriage  (type),  Jlr.  Pitts' 
Minorcas  arc  truly  wonderful.  In  size  they 
are  remarkable,  too.  It  is  sometimes  said 
that  late  hatched  chicks  do  not  mature  to  the 
size  of  earlier  ones,  hut  Mr.  Pitts  has  a  Black 
Minorca  cock,  summer  hatched  and  about  two 
years  old  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  that  weighs 
ten  pounds,  and  has  a  leg  suggesting  a  turkey's 
in  size.  There  was  no  general  coarseness  of 
body,  comb,  etc.,  as  we  sometimes  see  in  large 
birds;  that  cock  was  "  great"  in  many  things 
besides  frame,  and  was  one  of  the  !)est  Min- 
orca cocks  we  have  ever  seeti. 

Indian  CJamks  suggests  John  Frayne,  of 
Launccston  (pronounced  Launston),  Corn- 
wall, and  I  climbed  St.  Stephens'  hill  with 
anticipations  of  much  pleasure  in  meeting  the 
famous  breeder  of  this  famous  breed ;  nor 
was  I  disappointed.  Mr.  Frayne  is  a  black- 
smith by  trade,  working  at  the  business  him- 
self, and  employing  four  assistants.  1  had  to 
smile  at  coming  upon  a  flock  of  Bull'  Orping- 
tons upon  the  green  in  front  of  the  house;  but 
Mr,  Frayne  laughingly  denied  ownership  of 
them,  saying  they  belonged  to  a  neighbor. 
No  doubt  scmie  of  the  readers  of  this  paper 
think  the  Indian  Games  are  of  comparatively 
recent  manufacture,  but  Jlr.  Frayne  said  he 
had  bred  them  for  thirty  years  ("  ever  since 
he  was. a  boy!")  and  that  his  father  br<>d 
them  before  him.  He  raises  five  hundred  to 
six  hundred  head  a  year,  exhibits  at  many  of 
the  leading  shows,  and  wins  more  first  prizes, 
cups  and  medals  than  all  the  other  Indian 
Game  breeders  in  England.  One  hen  that  he 
pointed  out  had  made  a  record  of  forty-four 
"  firsts,"  including  the  eight  guinea  challenge 
cup  as  a  pullet,  and  one  of  his  Indian  (Jame 
cocks  has  won  sixty-four  first  prizes.  Mr. 
Frayne  has  a  large  case  full  of  cups  and" 
medals,  aud  like  most  English  breeders,  is 
now  taking  the  cash  instead  —  the  custom 
having  grown  up  of  ollering  the  option  of  cash 
or  cup.  AVhen  one  has  "  a  whole  cartload  " 
of  prize  cups  they  become  something  of  a 
burden,  and  the  option  of  cash  if  one  prefers 
is  a  happy  relief. 

Mr.  Frayne  asked  about  Indiau  Games  in 
America,  and  quite  agreed  with  me  when  I 
told  him  they  were  very  unwisely  overboomed 
there  a  few  years  ago,  and  had  sufl'ered 
accordingly.  He  said  that  would  work  itself 
rjght  in  time.  He  told  several  anecdotes  of 
the  experiences  of  the  American  breeder  who 
came  to  England  to  buy  Indiau  Games,  aud 
boastfully  claimed  he  had  bought  all  tlii^  best 
birds  in  England.  "  The  fact  was,"  said  Mr. 
Frayne,  "  I  wouldn't  sell  my  aest  birds  to 
him  nor  to  anyone  else.  I  want  the  best  for 
myself,  aud  I  don't  let  an  intending  customer 
see  my  best  birds.  I  only  let  him  see  the 
birds  I  am  willing  to  sell."  This  is  a  quite 
common  attitude  here  in  England,  and  I  have 
frequently  been  taken  to  a  pen  or  house  a  little 
distance  away  from  the  others,  with  the 
explanation,  '•  If  you  were  here  to  buy  I 
shouldn't  fetch  you  out  here;  these  are  my 
birds  —  they  are  not  for  sale ! "  That  accounts 
for  the  "  long  "  prices  in  the  show  catalogues. 
It  is  the  custom  here  that  anyone  may 
'•claim'"  a  bird  in  a  show  at  the  price  put 
opposite  its  number,  paying  the  money  to  the 
secretary  of  the  show.  .\.  story  is  told  of  a 
superb  B.  B.  K.  (iame  pullet  which  was  cat- 
alogued at  £50.  Two  men  wanted  her,  and 
one  of  them  made  a  deal  with  the  exhibitor  to 
buy  her  after  the  show,  at  about  half  the 
catalogue  figure;  the  other  one,  determined  to 
have  her,  handed  the  secretary  a  check  for 
£50  ($250),  and  "  claimed  "  the  bird,  of  course 
receiving  it  when  the  show  closed. 

Buff  Leguokns  at  once  suggests  Mrs. 
List«r-Kay,  and  it  will  be  Hews  to  many  of 
our  readers  that  the  Lister-Kays  are  breeders 
of  White  and  Brown  Leghorns  also,  and  are 
best  known  in  England  as  breeders  of  those 
varieties.  They  have  never  sold  a  Buff  Leg- 
horn, nor  a  Buff  Leghorn  egg  (for  batching) 
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In  EuglaiiU ;  tluit  they  have  sold  of  that 
variety  hiiviug-  becu  sent  out  of  the  country. 

Burley  Manor  is  a  lovely  home,  and  the 
Leghorns  that  are  bred  there  appear  to  appre- 
ciate their  privileges;  about  cue  thousand 
head  is  tlie  annual  crop.  At  the  time  of  my 
visit  there  were  about  five  hundred  Bufl"  Leg- 
horns, old  and  young,  there  on  the  place. 
The  pullets  were  gathered  into  large  yards, 
each  having  a  small  roosting  house  in  the 
ceuter,  and  much  .shrubbery  for  shade  ;  while 
the  cockerels  (or  some  of  the  more  promising 
ones)  were  ranging  in  large  runs  amongst 
some  enormous  beeches  that  covered  the  slopes 
of  a  low  hill  adjoining.  In  a  long  house  facing 
some  timber  were  the  old  cocks,  one  the 
winner  of  "1st  and  cup"  at  the  Talace; 
another,  the  winner  of  "1st  and  cup"  at 
Birmingham,  etc.  It  is  astonishing  what 
show  records  one  comes  upon  in  these  homes 
of  the  high-bred  poultry;  no  wonder  the 
"  fancy  "  thrives  and  flourishes  in  an  atmos- 
phere where  there  are  so  many  and  such 
valiudjle  prizes  to  be  won.  The  Lister-Kays 
boast  that  they  always  bred  their  prize 
winners;  they  never  showed  a  boughten  bird. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lister-Kay  believe  in  and 
practice  line  breeding  (pedigree  breeding), 
and  mate  up,  usually ,  three  or  four  of  their 
very  choicest  females  with  a  very  choice  male. 
In  talking  of  Ijreediug  experiences,  Mr.  Kay 
told  of  the  diflicuUies  they  had  with  the  Bull' 
Leghorns  when  they  lirst  began  to  breed 
them,  and  of  the  disappointments  they  met 
until  they  came  upon  Mr.  Fetch's  explanation 
of  line  breeding  (in  Poultry  Vulture)  and 
the  chart  explaining  the  principle  of  pedigree. 
"  It  is  the  only  thing  in  the  book  worth  read- 
ing; but  it  happcued  to  be  just  the  thing  we 
needed,  it  solved  our  problem."  Speaking  of 
the  egg  selling  business  and  its  perplexities, 
Mr.  Kay  saitl,  "  Most  egg  buyers  expect  too 
much.  They  expect  every  bird  they  rear  to 
turn  out  a  cup  winner;  but  if  we  get  ten  per 
eent  of  fairly  good  birds,  fit  to  show,  we  are 
fully  satisfied."  This  from  a  breeder  of  Mr. 
Kay's  experience  and  intelligent  observation, 
carries  an  important  lesson  for  the  beginner. 

The  subject  of  color  feeding  came  up  for 
discussion,  and  Mr.  Kay  thinks  it  is  certain  to 
injure  (lower  the  high  standing)  of  the  buff 
breeds.  There  is  not  a  little  attention  being 
given  to  the  subject,  and  I  found  that  more 
than  one  breeder  is  experimenting  "  on  the 
quiet."  It  will  be  interesting  to  see  what 
action  (if  any)  the  Poultry  Club  will  take 

'respecting  color  fed  birds.  Of  one  thing  I 
feel  sure,  the  Lister-Kays  will  not  color 
feed;  they  could  not  do  anything  deceptive! 
"  As  for  me  and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the 
Lord !  "  explains  their  position. 

In  Dorkikgs,  Siver,  Gray,  Colored  and 
AVhite,  Herbert  Reeves,  Ksq.,  Emsworth, 
Hants  (near  Tortsmouth),  has  an  enviable 
record,  with  a  prize  list  that  proves  him  "  at 
the  top  of  the  tree."  Mr.  Reeves  is  a  merchant 
in  Portsmouth, and  being  "  a  bit  of  a  farmer," 
(as  he  expressed  itj,  he  bought  a  tract  of  land 
near  Emsworth  and  erected  a  splendid  house 
upon  it,  making  poultry  breeding  and  play- 
farming  his  recreation,  x  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  be  a  guest  over  night  at  "Northlands," 
and  was  up  betimes  in  the  morning  to  see  the 
stock  as  it  was  fed  — the  best  time  to  see  the 
flocks  together.  Magnificent  birds  they  are, 
too,  winners  of  many  firsts  and  specials,  and 
the  grounds  about  which  they  range  are 
ideally  perfect.  Mr.  Reeves  has  set  out  much 
shrubbery  and  fruit  trees,  and  the  shelter  the 
birds  find  amongst  it  is  promotive  of  tine 
plumage.  He  has  about  five  hundred  head, 
old  and  young,  with  good  large  roomy  houses 
for  their  accommodation,  a  poultry  plant 
which  for  all  around  excellencies  cannot  be 
outclassed  upon  the  places  I  have  visited  in 
England.  Some  of  the  youngsters  were  of  an 
astonishing  size,  and  Mr.  Reeves,  in  answer 

•to  my  expressed  surprise,  said,  " 'Tis  the 
food  does  that.  If  you  want  birds  to  grow 
well  don't  feed  heating  foods,  don't  feed 
Indian  corn ! "  I  asked  what  he  considered 
the  best  chicken  food,  and  he  replied,  "Oat 
meal  (ground  oats)  aed  skimmed  milk.  That's 
what  we  raise  our  chickens  on  mostly."  The 
Dorkings  are  great  favorites  in  England,  their 
fine  white  flesh  and  meaty  bodies  making  them 
a  most  excellent  table  fowl;  and  they  are 
recommended  as  an  excellent  bird  to  cross 
with  Indian  Game  males  for  "  the  best,"  birds 
of  that  cross  having  taken  the  highest  prizes 
at  the  table  poultry  shows.   The  rich  lustrous 


plumage  of  Mr.  Reeves'  Dorkings,  especially 
the  Silver  Grays,  which  have  a  particularly 
beautiful  plumage  when  "  high-bred,"  attest 
the  aflfectionate  interest  he  gives  to  them,  and 
the  pains  taken  to  get  them  just  right.  H. 


Low  Market  Prices  in  the  West. 

In  talking  over  poultry  matters  with  our 
western  poultrymeu  v\  e  invariably  hear  the 
remark  :  "  It  don't  pay  to  raise  poultry  in  the 
west,  as  the  prices  are  so  low."  This  set  us 
thinking  and  trying  to  ascertain  if  it  was  so, 
and  the  cause  of  it.  Compared  with  the  fancy 
prices  of  the  eastern  markets  it  is  so,  but  when 
reckoned  by  the  actual  cost  it  is  not  so. 

While  talking  with  a  farmer  about  the 
products  of  his  fai'm  he  said  :  "  Farming  don't 
pay  in  Missouri — you  can't  get  anything  for 
what  you  raise.  Potatoes  are  selling  at  twenty 
cents,  and  it  costs  near  that  to  raise  them. 
Corn  sells  at  fifteen  to  eighteen  cents,  and  it 
won't  pay  for  the  hauling,  etc."  Such  was 
his  "  tale  of  woe."  I  asked  him  why  he  did 
not  raise  a  few  chickens  and  bring  their  eggs 
in  to  market.  He  said  :  "  No  money  in  eggs  — 
they  are  only  ten  cents  a  dozen."  "  AVell,"  I 
said,  "  what  does  it  cost  you  to  raise  a  dozen 
eggs?"  His  reply  was:  "  Well,  it  don't  cost 
nothing." 

It  seemed  to  us  here  was  a  good  profit  — 
getting  ten  cents  for  what  he  said  cost  him 
nothing.  A  good  deal  like  the  Dutchman's 
one  per  cent. 

Here,  certainly,  was  not  a  low  price  when 
compared  with  the  cost.  Yet  at  the  same 
time  we  were  unable  to  supply  the  demand 
for  fresh  eggs  at  fifteen  cents.  We  will  admit 
that  often  the  price  is  low,  that  is,  the  market 
price  for  common  eggs,  using  the  term  common 
as  applied  to  the  ordinary  marketable  eggs, 
and  why  shouldn't  the  price  be  low?  Take  a 
dozen  of  these  ten  cent  eggs  and  learn  that 
although  ^'just  brour//it  in  from  the  country," 
yet  the  man  who  brought  them  in  may  (?) 
have  had  them  on  hand  two  or  three  weeks, 
and  have  gathered  them  from  some  found 
stolen  nest.  Is  there  any  reason  why  such 
eggs  should  Ijring  high  prices  or  !je  in  demand  ? 

How,  again,  take  the  market  price  of  springs 
or  broilers  quoted  at  seven  or  eight  cents  per 
pound.  It  hardly  jjay s  a  farmer  to  bring  them 
in  to  market  at  such  prices,  and  yet  when  you 
carefully  look  over  the  stock  in  his  wagon  you 
are  surprised  that  he  can  sell  them,  even  at 
such  prices.  No  wonder  he  kicks  at  the 
"low"  market  price,  and  says  "chickens 
don't  pay." 

Now,  our  motto  is :  We  believe  in  the  best 
with  a  big  "  B"  in  poultry  as  well  as  in  other 
things;  and  the  cause  of  these  low  prices  is 
often  due  to  ourselves,  and  not  to  the  westei-u 
market. 

But  yet  western  market  poultry  does  not 
bring  the  same  price  in  the  east  as  home  grown 
stock  for  the  same  reason  it  is  low  here  — 
inferiority.  Now  this  is  wrong,  and  western' 
products  should  and  can  have  as  good  a  mar- 
ketable value  as  eastern  if  the  western  poul- 
tryman  will  do  as  he  should. 

Another  cause  of  low  prices  here  in  the 
west  is  the  lack  of  demand  for  the  best, 
because  there  is  so  little  of  the  best  marketed 
to  educate  the  people  as  to  what  good  poultry 
and  eggs  really  are.  By  many  a  chicken  is  a 
chicken,  be  it  a  plump,  yellow  skinned,  smooth 
legged,  sweet  tasting  broiler  of  twelve  weeks 
or  a  blue  skinned,  dirty  legged,  angular  shaped 
piece  of  poultry  which  has  laid  in  an  icebox  a 
week  before  being  ofl'ered  for  sale.  An  egg  is 
only  an  egg  to  such  persons,  even  though  it 
has  in  it  in  addition  to  the  yolk  a  partly  formed 
chick.  Why?  Because  they  do  not  come  in 
contact  with  pure,  fresh  eggs,  rich  in  flavor, 
clean  shells,  and  newly  laid.  If  they  did  they 
would  readily  appieciate  the  difl'erence  and 
be  willing  to  pay  for  it.  We  must  educate 
the  people  to  desiring  the  best,  and  give  them 
such.  In  the  east,  people  not  only  expect  and 
get  the  best,  but  they  know  that  the  price  for 
this  is  always  higher  than  for  common  stock. 

Having  ascertained  the  cause  of  low  prices, 
how  are  we  to  remedy  it? 

By  doing  as  we  have  said  before.  Show  the 
people  of  what  the  best  in  poultry  and  eggs 
consists,  and  then_  furnish  nothing  but  such, 
to  them,  demanding  prices  commensurate 
with  the  quality. 

If  our  poultrymeu  will  take  pains  to  pro- 
duce only  plump,  clean  skinned,  yellow 
legged  broilers  and  bring  such  to  market ;  if 


they  will  make  it  their  business  to  raise  and 
sell  only  fresh  laid  eggs,  with  a  guaranty  of 
their  freshness ;  if  they  by  feeding  will  improve 
the  color  and  flavor  of  these  eggs,  and  bring  to 
market  cZea?i,  even  sized,  color  sorted  eggs, 
put  up  in  a  tasty  manner,  they  would  find 
ready  sale  for  such,  at  living  prices.  We 
claim  that  such  details  have  much,  very  much 
to  do  with  the  low  prices  spoken  of.  The  price 
of  all  com)no(fiites  is  regulated  by  the  quality, 
and  the  demand  for  the  best  will  follow. 
There  never  was,  or  will  be  a  time  when  the 
best  will  be  sold-for  the  low  prices.  Improve 
your  stock;  get  a  hustle  on  you,  and  attend  to 
business  in  a  business  way,  and  you  will  have 
no  cause  to  kick  on  these  low  prices.  Every 
farmer  knows  enough  to  select  the  best  and 
lai'gest  peaches,  potatoes,  grapes  and  berries 
for  the  top  of  the  basket,  that  they  may  catch 
the  eye  and  money  of  the  buyer.  He  knows 
the  best  of  these  bring  the  highest  prices. 
Then  why — why  don't  he  do  the  samevs  ith  his 
poultry  and  eggs?  The  fault  lies  with  him  , 
for  low  prices.  A  very  good  illustration  of 
low  prices  was  shown  at  the  Mid-Continental 
poultry  exhibition  two  years  ago  in  the  dis- 
play of  the  Armour  Packing  Company.  Two 
dressed  fowls  were  shown,  one  plump,  yellow 
skinned  and  desirable,  under  it:  "We  buy 
all  of  these  we  cau  get,  and  pay  good  prices 
for  them."  The  other  was  the  ordinary, 
sci-awny,  thin,  pinched  up,  half-picked  fowl, 
ottered  on  the  market,  under  it:  "  AVe  don't 
want  these  at  any  pirice,  see?"  Then  if  you 
must  kick  about  low  prices,  take  a  number 
twelve  boot  and  turn  it  on  youi  self. — I'uultry 
Culture. 


QUALITY 


X.  X.  X. 


Advertising  in  general  may  be  divided  into 
three  classes : 

Firstis  the  annual,  standard  card,  changed 
for  the  ditl'ereut  seasons.  This  course  is  pur- 
sued by  the  leading  fanciers  and  breeders  who 
are  the  most  extensive  advertisers  in  the  poul- 
try btisiness. 

2.  Cards  in  .season  only.  'J'his  method  is 
followed  by  many  of  the  first  breeders,  but 
most  frequently  by  those  of  the  second  class, 
or  amateurs,  selling  stock  or  eggs  in  the  regu- 
lar fall  or  spring  months. 

3.  The  one  or  two  time  announcements 
resorted  to  by  those  having  special  stock  to 
ofl'er  for  quick  sale,  at  either  high  or  low 
prices,  usually  the  latter. 

The  first  costs  the  most,  Init  brings  the  best 
results,  and  has  the  advantage  of  constantly 
keeping  the  breeder's  name  before  the  public 
and  thus  stamping  his  name  and  breed 
lastingly. 

The  second  brings  good  returns  at  less 
expense,  and  is  beneficial  in  its  season,  when 
the  demand  for  stock  or  eggs  is  strongest. 

Tlie  third,  as  a  rule,  pays,  and  costs  the 
least,  but  the  name  and  stock  is  soon  forgot- 
ten.—  Country  Gentleman. 

Poultry. 

An  absolutely  non-poisonous  disinfect- 
ant is  a  necessity  in  the  poultry  run  and 
pigeon  cote.  Healthy  birds  can  be  pro- 
duced only  in  healthful  surroundings — 
' '  Sanitas. ' ' 

Write  for  FREE  book,  "  How  to  Disinfect." 

The  American  &  Coatineatal  "Sanitas"  Co.  Ltd. 

C36  to  642  West  55th  St.,  New  Yorlt  City. 

NETTING. 


SILVER  FINISH 


For  Poullry  only 
oiie-tljird  cent  per 

sq.    ft.,  and  iihrral 
ilisooiints  ou  lai'ffe 
ordi  i  "-.   Slaiup  fur  100  pajie  list,  ami  siimples. 

RICHARD  H.  YOUNG, 

Lilac  Hedge,  Westboro,  Mags. 

BONE  MEAL,  SHELL,  GRIT,  CHARCOAL, 

lione  Cutler,  Clover  Cutter,  jMitrkers,  Capoaizing  Set, 
etc.    Send  for  circular. 

 .1.  H.STyACK.  Iil..omsl)iiry.  N.  J. 

FOR  POULTRY, 

Bniic  Meal  .  .  Perloi)  KiBag,  S2.50 
(>raniilateil  Bone  -  Km  lb  "  2.00 

(irpiiiKl  Beet' Scraps  "  lin)  lb  "  2. .30 
Calcite  -  .  .  ••  2U0  lb  '•  l.dO 
Crushed  Flint  .  .  •' 2i)o  lb  "  l.aO 
CrusUeilUyster  Shells     "  20U  lb  "  1..50 

Price  List  and  Samples  free.  Orders  shipped 
promptly  by  freifiht  on  receipt  of  price.  Liberafdis- 
counts  on  large  quantities  to  Dealers. 

YORK  CHEMICAL  WORKS,  York,  Pa. 


ANNUAL  SALE  OF 

Black  Minorcas, 
S.  C.  Brown  Leghorns, 
and  B.  Plymoutli  Rocks. 

(Thompson's). 

I  still  have  some  choice  BREEDING  STOCK 
left.  Musi  j-'o  this  nimith  to  make  room  for  srinje  of 
the  tiiiest  yoiiiij;  stock  ever  seen  in  this  country. 

My  bird.-,  an-  larjie,  prolific  layers,  and  they 
ivin  lllj;h  scores  in  the  slmw  room. 

Write  lor  ,  ii  ciilar  aiHl  |)riees. 

E.  BERTRAM  PIKE, 

Pike  Station,  N.  H. 


One  Good  Turn 


time  and  food. 
\  easily  cleaned. 


deserves  another,  i 
When  you  turn  | 
the  handle  of  the  ; 
Enterprise  Meat  S 
Chopper  you  are  ^ 
rewarded  with  a  ; 
surprising  amount  i 
of  work  well  done  ^ 
in  a  few  seconds,  j 
It  saves  money,  \ 
Is  easily  operated  and  j 
Use  the 


Enterprise  { 

MEAT  CHOPPER  | 

!  for  making  sausage  and  scrapple  ;  for  \ 
i  preparing  bash,  mince-meat,  Hamburg  S 
1  steak,  suet,  tripe,  cod-fisb,  clams,  scrap  ! 
!  meat  for  poultry,  corn  for  fritters,  etc.  i 
I  Improved  for  15  years ;  now  perfected.  S 
!  Sold  by  all  dealers  in  hardware.  Small  i. 
!  family  size  No.  5,  S2.00.  Chops  1  lb.  a  S 
!  minute.    Large  family  size  No.  10,  S3.00.  i 

>  Chops  'Z  lbs.  a  minute.  S 

I      THE  ENTERPRISE  MFG.  CO.  of  PA.,  \ 

>  Philadelphia.  \ 

!  Send  4  cents  in  stamps  for  the  Enterprising  \ 
!  Housekeeper— 2^  recipes.  \ 


EXCELSIOR  POULTKX  RANCH. 

FOR  SALE.  About  4  acres,  with  buildings;  rest 
of  land  cultivated  to  green  fodder  for  poultry.  Mod- 
era  dwellinf;  11  rooms,  hot  water  heat.  (Stable  22x30 
for  3  horses  and  wagons,  open  shed  12  x  30.  J5rick 
Incubator  house,  20  X  60  fitted  with  bett  machines  to 
"(lUU-egg  capacity,  with  leatlier  loft.  No.  1  breeding 
duclf  house  18  x  168  (14  pens)  accoujniodaies  350 
breeders,  piped  for  heating,  stream  ot  -water  in  out- 
side yards.  No.  1  brooding  house  20  x  B6  (double)  82 
pens;  all  have  the  sun,  steam  heat,  cellar  ]Sx22for 
heater,  coal  and  vegetable  room.  No.  2  breeding 
house lOx  1-32  of  6  alternate  rooms  and  sheds, accom- 
modate 180  breeding  ducks  or  hens.  General  utility 
house  for  feed,  picking  and  packing  poiiltry,22xii0. 
Ice  house  16x20.  No.  2  brooding  house  12x100,  used 
for  brooding,  forcing  or  laving  stock.  Teed  cajried 
by  hand  trucft  over  broad  elevated  walk  lo  all  pens 
and  yards;  all  yards  tilled  with  bearing  fruit  trees- 
all  kinds— also  shelter  from  sun  and  rtiin.  Compleie 
water  system  over  whole  ])Ian(,  artesian  well,  wind- 
mill and  tanks.  Capacity  ol  jilant  10000  squab  ducks, 
with  broilers  thrown  in.  Sal'-  jiieliidcs  fittings  of  all 
poultrv  houses,  incubators  amlaliout  700  head  slock. 
Well  established  trade,  ship  to  N.  Y.,  freight  rates 
low:  handy  t.i  Pliila.  market,  shipping  station  and 
expi  i'ss  nulcs,  over  fine  sea  shell  i-oad,  ^  mile  to 
P.O.  Price  ?N.llO.  Address.  J.  A.  "WlILEY, 
17S  npvnnshirc  St.,  Boston. 


T  FAIL 


To  keeii  your  chickens  ami  poultry  well  Mippliwl 
Willi  jLCiii.  *\\  ._-  ruconinicnd 

ROCKYHILL 

Grit 

AS   BEIJSTG   THE  BEST. 

It  is  har^i.  sharp,  and  does  not  crush  in  liandliug. 
Free  samples  and  prices  for  stamp. 

ROCKY  HILL  GRIT  WORKS 


Office  61  Maiu  St., 


} 

MILFOED,  MASS. 


Poultry 


3.^0 


III  Cho  Coiiutrj"  of  the  <"onooiis. 

M.  Vaml*-r  SiiirkCs  A»ti>uiit  of  the 

Tour  of  Tit  r*"*'  Toiillry  Kdili>i->i  in  lvfl|;ttiiii 
—  TrnnslattHl  fr\»iii  I'lirtsse  et  I'evlio  iHilllt- 
ine  Hiul  Kit^hiii^  of  l>rus»it*l!S,  Is^iUt'S  of 
.lime  *i4)  aiitl  '*7,  aittl  *liily  4. 

Tliirxl  liay.— To  rise  at  three  oVlook  to  see 
the  inoruiug  markets,  is  well  enough  for 
oiu-e;  hut  wo  wen-  little  ilisposeil  ou  the  next 
ilay  to  start  at  2.21  for  Londerzeel  to  see  the 
market  there.  We  waited  for  the  P.IS  train, 
and  went  directly  to  Malines.  M.  Sjis  greeted 
us  nio>t  con.Iially  at  the  station,  where  his 
earriasre  was  awaitin;;  us. 

After  we  had  seen  the  stables,  we  looked  at 
M.  Sa.*'  tine  stoi'k  of  poultry,  consistin<;  of 
foui-ou  de  Malines.  White  Malines,  Golden 
and  Silver  Bantams,  Ul.tek  Javas,  Phieuix 
hens,  Pekius  of  various  t-olors,  heanled  .\nt- 
werp  Hwarfs,  .ind  sundry  lots  of  Xanjrasakis 
of  all  colors  from  the  sto»-k  of  Madame  Erhaeh, 
Karoness  of  l"lm,  who  has  long  kept  up  a  con- 
stant intervourse  with  Japan.  Our  visitors 
h.id  not  expected  to  lind  so  valualile  and  so 
neat  :i  collection  of  fowls,  and  they  did  not 
fail  to  admire  them  and  to  photograph  them. 

AVe  saw  the  Indian  Games,  both  the  pure 
bred  and  the  cross  with  the  I>orking— perhaps 
we  do  not  remember  quite  correctly  what 
they  were — which  were  raised  from  the  eggs 
that  Mr.  Percy  Pen.-ival  sent  last  year  with  a 
ret|ue>t  that  the  chickens  l»c  raised  on  even 
terms  with  some  Coucou  de  JIalines,  and 
that  the  points  of  diflerence  between  the  two 
lireeds  I>e  noted.  One  day  M.  Sas  took  with 
him  the  chickens  from  these  eggs  to  a  mei'ting 
of  the  National  ."society  for  the  Improvement 
of  .Vvicnlture  in  Helgiuni,  and  remarked  that 
the>e  chickens  had  always  been  poorer  by 
half  than  Coucous  of  the  .same  age.  Yet  M. 
Mori>.  of  Putte,  whom  we  met  at  the  house 
iif  M.  Sas,  and  who  consented  to  accompany 
us,  told  us  that  he  had  obtained  excellent 
results  from  the  cross  of  an  Indian  Game 
c  cx-k  and  a  Coucou  de  Malines  hen. 

It  is  said  that  ayellow  legged  cock  br«d  with 
white  legged  hens  generally  produces  white 
legged  chicks.  Tho>e  of  M.  Moris  have  proved 
hardier,  and  have  fattened  l>etter  and  more 
nuickly  than  pure  blooded  Coucous.  This  last 
fact  impressed  us  considerably ;  the  tnides- 
jieople  have  always  told  us  that  in  cros.-ing 
the  Coucous  with  fowls  of  the  French  breeils, 
lliiudans,  LaFleche,  or  Creve  Coeur>.  a  leiul- 
eucy  appears  in  the  chicks  to  break  out  with 
diarrha-a  instead  of  fattening,  and  that  if 
Coucous  are  crosseil  with  Bruges  Games  the 
chickens  tend  to  grow  tall,  but  not  fat.  We 
can  then  attribute  the  superiority  of  the 
Coucou-lndian  (iame  cross  only  to  the  influ- 
ence of  the  blootl  of  yellow  skinned  birils. 

We  set  out  (by  carriage)  in  the  direction  of 
Muysen,  by  way  of  Remenam,  noticing  at  each 
house  the  flocks  of  chickens  more  or  less 
advanced  in  growth.  .Vt  Keerbergen  we 
>topped  awhile,  unharnessed  the  horses,  ate 
lunch,  and  chatted  a  little.  Seeing  someoUl, 
genuine  closets  in  carved  oak,  Mr.  Hunter 
told  us  that  such  pieces  of  furniture  were  in 
great  demand  in  America,  and  brought  high 
prices,  l>ecause  they  gave  the  new-rich  a 
chance  to  tell  how  they  had  inherited  them 
from  their  ancestors.  M.  Jloris  informed  ijs 
that  an  agent  at  Malines  had  received  an  order 
from  England  to  procure  two  thousand  spin- 
ning wheels. 

"  They'll  sell-  for  seven  shillings  iu  our 
country,"  Mr.  Brown  remarked. 

'•  And  for  seven  dollars  in  ours,"  added  Mr. 
Hunter. 

JI.  Moris  told  ns  that  he  hiid  seen  some 
Silver  Coucou  de  Malines;  that  i>,  some  Cou- 
cous with  black  markings  on  a  white  back- 
ground. 

'•  And  .some  Golden  Coucous?''  I  asked. 

"  Yes;  some  Golden,  also— not  only  a  cock, 
but  some  bens  besides." 

Jlr.  Hunter  remarked  that  if  such  a  wind- 
fall came  to  an  American,  he  would  quickly 
place  his  new  breed  on  the  market. 

As  the  sun  was  hot  we  decided  not  to  go 
further  in  the  sand  towards  Louvaiu,  but 
rather  to  go  through  the  tir  forest  in  the 
direction  of  Heyst-op-dcu  Berg,  and  return 
through  Putte.  We  saw  everywhere  the  same 
chickens,  but  sometimes  there  were  in  the 
flocks  some  white  birds  or  some  erniin^ted 
fowls  (i.  e.  mostly  white,  but  with  some  black 
markings),  showing  a  tendency  to  return  to 
some  characteri>tics  of  a  Brahma  ancestor. 
Wc  saw  a  very  curious  specimen  of  this  latter 


kind,  looking  as  though  two  dilVcrcnt  halves 
had  been  put  together;  the  chick  hail  a  white 
left  leg,  while  his  right  one  was  a  gaudy  orange 
yellow. 

At  one  place  in  front  of  an  inn  we  saw  a 
cook  leading  a  troop  of  twenty  hens  of  good 
size  and  handsome  form;  they  were  evidently 
a  cross  of  Partridge  Cochin  with  another 
breed.  The  owner  was  justly  proud  of  them, 
and  Mr.  Browu  hastened  to  aim  his  camera 
at  them.  Further  on  at  an  old  farm  where 
formerly  we  used  to  find  some  superb  show 
Coucous,  we  were  surpri.-ied  to  see  no  binls 
but  Itidians  (Leghorns).  The  farmer's  wife 
explained  that  she  had  become  too  old  to 
stand  the  labor  of  raising  chickens,  and  had 
decided  to  keep  layers  only.  "  For,"  she 
added, '•  when  one  has  neither  the  time  nor 
the  strength  left  to  take  good  care  of  the  little 
chickens,  they  give  no  profit,  and  it  is  better  to 
keep  Italians." 

All  people  who  keep  hens  solely  for  their 
eggs  tind  it  best  to  keep  Italians,  because  they 
are  better  than  commou  hens,  and.  iu  fact, 
seem  to  be  the  best  layers  obtainal)le.  We 
have  just  had  new  evidence  of  this.  The 
old  large  Briekel  hen  had  become  very  rare; 
some  farmers  in  the  vicinity  of  (iranunont 
have  found  pleasure  and  profit  iu  merely 
keeping  and  breeding  them  (without  market- 
ing their  produce).  Some  well  informed  per- 
sons have  just  told  us  that  whenever  they 
(Brakel  fowl)  are  displayed  for  sale  in  Jhe 
market  of  specimens  of  the  breeds,  whether 
hens  or  pullets,  it  is  no  longer  the  dealers  who 
buy  them,  but  instead  farmers,  who  are  wil- 
ling to  pay  good  prices, just  as  they  buy  with- 
out haggling  the  well  bred  colts. 

We  stopped  at  one  farm  where  the  poultry 
receives  unusual  care.  There  were  about 
thirty  hens  of  the  Coucou  de  JIaliues  type, 
and  two  huge  cocks.  The  farmer  had  sold, 
so  far  this  year,  three  hundred  and  fifty  chick- 
ens, and  still  had  four  hundred  left.  Early  in 
the  season  he  obtained  twelve  to  fourteen 
francs  (S2.40  to  ^2.80)  per  pair  for  birds 
twelve  or  thirteen  weeks  old,  and  sometimes 
even  sixteen  francs ;  the  record  price  of  the 
season  in  the  (live  birds)  market  was  seven- 
teen francs  a  pair  for  unfattened  Coucou 
chickens. 

M.  Moris  prevailed  on  us  to  visit  the  school- 
master of  the  hamlet  of  Putte;  he  said  we 
should  see  large  numbers  of  chickens  scattered 
through  the  wood  around,  and  that  at  the 
school  we  would  tind  good  specimens  of 
American  Coucous  and  a  handsome  turkey 
cock.  "  "Tis  only  ten  minutes  walk  from  our 
route,"  M.  Moris  told  us.  AVe  know  now 
what  ten  minutes  means  in  the  country.  We 
left  the  carriage  in  the  shade,  and  strolled 
on  for  an  hour  and  a  half  before  reaching 
the  place.  The  school  bad  not  let  out,  and 
while  waiting  we  went  into  the  grove  of  tall 
tir  trees  in  front  of  it;  there  we  saw  the 
largest  and  handsomest  Coucou  hens  of  the 
day,  leading  their  broods  of  countless  pretty 
little  chicks,  all  roaming  freely  through  the 
woods.  Mr.  Brown  ditl  not  lose  his  chauce  of 
photographing  them,  so  that  he  might  show 
his  countrymen  that  the  finest  chickens  are 
raised  at  liberty  and  in  a  region  of  resinous 
trees. 

At  the  close  of  school  Mr.  Hunter  could  not 
understand  where  so  many  children  came 
from  in  a  place  which  seemed  so  lonely.  Poul- 
try raising  in  the  Canipine  may  look  forward 
to  good  days  when  so  many  pupils  are  trained 
at  so  good  a  school ;  they  will  build  henhouses 
for  themselves,  for  in  this  region  the  cottages 
are  now  almost  the  only  ])0ultry  houses. 

The  schoolmaster  showed  us  the  little  chick- 
ens and  the  ducklings  that  he  is  raising;  he 
thinks,  like  many  other  poultry  raisers  in  the 
country,  that  much  sickness  and  death  among 
the  young  birds  may  be  avoided  by  raising 
both  chickens  and  ducklings  at  the  same  time 
on  the  same  ground.  The  farmers  have  met 
w  ith  heavy  losses  in  their  flocks  this  year,  but 
this  teacher  has  not  been  much  troubled.  AVe 
know  that  cows  and  horses  pastured  together 
improve  a  meadow,  that  a  cowshed  mak«s 
healthy  a  monkey's  quarters,  but  we  had  never 
heard  of  the  belief  regarding  the  health  of 
ducks  and  chickens. 

Messrs.  Sas,  3Ioris,  Hunter,  Brown,  and 
Darwin  maintain,  and  the  peasants  lind  by 
trial,  that  a  breed  of  animals  cannot  improve 
in  vigor,  nor  even  hold  its  own  unless  from 
time  to  time  it  has  recourse  to  a  new  crossing. 
We  are  of  the  same  opinion;  but  in  crossing 


for  the  sake  of  regenerating  it  is  not  necessary 
to  use  an  unrelated  breed ;  a  breed  can  well  be 
improved  by  using  the  same  elements  from 
which  it  was  started. 

Let  us  explain  by  giving  an  example.  The 
Coucou  de  Malines,  the  new  breed,  so  desir- 
able that  it  actually  takes  prizes  in  our  shows 
uniler  the  system  of  points  fixed  by  the  Na- 
tional Society,  is  certainly  the  handsomest  and 
best  fattened  tabic  fowl  in  the  world.  As 
poultry  raisers  we  have  a  right  to  feel  proud 
of  il,  and  we  wish  to  keep  it  as  good  as  it  is, 
and  to  iiu'rease  its  size  as  much  as  possible; 
but  we  have  just  seen  that  these  cross-bred 
show  birds,  whether  the  breed  used  for  cross- 
ing was  the  Pea  Combed  Brahma,  the  I^ang- 
shan,  the  Campine,  the  Scotch  Coucou,  the 
Partridge  Cochin  or  some  other,  are  becoming 
rather  more  profitable  than  the  pure  Coucous. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  Belgian  poultry  raisers 
deplore  the  falal  degeneracy  of  the  line  Coucou 
breed,  which  we  show  to  strangers  with  a 
justifiable  pride. 

Since  it  is  absolutely  and  evidently  necessary 
to  have  continual  recourse  to  new  blood,  why 
should  we  not,  instead  of  resorting  to  degen- 
erate breeds,  use  for  crossing  one  of  the  breeds 
from  which  the  Coucous  were  originated  'i 
Why  not  leave  to  our  amateur  poultry  raisers 
the  care  of  reviving  the.  han<lsonie  old  breed  of 
smooth  legged  Coucou  de  Malines,  or  if 
eft'orts  here  are  unsuccessful,  the  Cotte  de  Fer 
(Iron-coat)  of  the  Herve  district?  Why  not 
let  them  undertake  the  task  of  redeveloping 
the  old  colossal  ermineted  Brahma  with  single 
comb  and  yellow  shanks? 

At  the  risk  of  becoming  tedious,  I  may  be 
permifted  to  go  on  and  meet  some  objections 
which  will  be  made.  I  said  that  the  inilis|)eli'- 
sable  Brahma  cock— (I  insist  on  the  word 
cork-)— used  to  improve  the  Coucou  de  Malines, 
should  have  yellow  shanks;  we  have  said 
enough  already,  so  that  we  need  not  defend 
the  use  of  yellow  legged  birds  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

I  said  that  in  ease  of  failure  with  the  old 
Jfalines  fowl,  known  also  in  France  as  the 
Coucou  de  Flandre,  we  could  avail  ourselves 
of  the  Cotte  de  Fer  of  Liege.  "  But  that  is  a 
very  small  bird,"  some  one  may  protest.  Then 
I  should  like  to  state  a  theory,  which  may 
seem  unsound.  It  is  much  easier  to  get  very 
small  or  very  large  hens  by  crossing,  using  a 
large  cock  and  a  small  hen  of  diflerent  breeds, 
than  to  get  them  by  a  process  of  selection  from 
the  ofl'spring  of  medium  sized  birds  of  the 
same  breed.  AV^e  cannot  stop  now  to  explain 
why,  but  we  know  this  to  be  true,  ana  every 
experienced  breeder  ought  to  understand  our 
statements. 

M.  Paul  Monseu,  the  best  authority  in  Bel- 
gium, and  probably  ou  the  continent,  as  to  all 
breeds  of  fowls,  writes  us:  "  AVe  should  con- 
sent to  make  classes  for  the  Single  Combed 
Brahma  if  it  were  proposed  to  us  to  register 
them  as  distinct  from  the  common  Brahma. 
But  where  can  such  fowls  be  found  nowadays"/ 
They  practically  do  not  exist  any  longer,  either 
in  Belgium  or  in  France." 

But  in  spite  of  this  statement,  one  can  Ihul 
almost  anywhere  in  the  country  districts  birds 
with  Brahma  characteristics  inherited  from  a 
remote  ancestor ;  such  are  the  best  birds  we 
(•ould  use  to  re-establish  the  Brahma,  for  they 
have  the  advantage  of  Coucou  blood.  May 
there  be  established  then,  for  a  period  of  Ave 
years,  a  prize  of  a  thousand  francs  (two  hun- 
dred dollars)  for  the  finest  Antvverp  Brahma 
cock.  W^e  intentionally  name  an  enormous 
sum,  but  after  all  a  thousand  francs  may  well 
be  given  for  a  cock  to  improve  the  Coucous, 
when  a  like  sum  is  paiti  for  Ardenue  stallions 
that  aie  probably  not  genuine.  As  for  the 
cock  prize,  it  could  be  specified  that  the  judge 
should  be  M.  Sas,  who  knows  the  needs  of  the 
Campine  region,  or  M.  L'Hoest,  who  knew 
the  old  breed. 

*  *  * 

Having  rejoined  the  carriage,  we  went  on 


AN  OPEN  LETTER 


From  Miss  Sachner,  of  Columbus, 
O.,  to  Ailing  Women. 


To  all  women  who  arc  ill: — It  af- 
fords me  preat  pleasure  to  tell  you  of 
the  benefit  I  have  derived  from  tak- 
ing- Lydia  E.  I'inkham's  Vegetable 
Compound.  I  can  hardly  find  words  to 
express  my  gratitude  for  the  boon 
given  to  suifering  women  in  that  ex- 
cellent remedy.  Before  takinsf  the 
Compound 
I  was  thin, 
sallow, and 
nervous.  I 
was  trou- 
bled with 
leucor- 
rhcea,  and 
my  men- 
strual pe- 
riods were 
very  irreg- 
ular. I 

tried  three  phy- 
sicians and  gradually  grew  worse. 
About  a  year  ago  1  was  advised  by  a 
friend  to  try  Mrs.  Pinkham's  Sanative 
Wash  and  Vegetable  Compound,  which 
I  did.  After  using  three  bottles  of 
the  Vegetable  Compound  and  one  pack- 
age of  Sanative  AA'ash,  I  am  now- enjoy- 
ing better  health  than  I  ever  did.  and 
attribute  tlie  same  to  your  wonderful 
remedies.  I  cannot  find  words  to  ex- 
press what  a  Godsend  they  have  been 
to  me. 

Whenever  I  begin  tofeelnervousand 
ill,  I  know  I  have  a  never-failing  phy- 
sician at  hand.  It  would  afford  me 
pleasure  to  know  that  my  words  had 
directed  some  suffering  sister  to  health 
and  strength  through  those  most  ex- 
cellent remedies. — Miss  May  Sacuner, 
348}^  E.  Rich  St.,  Columbus,  O. 


SteelWheels 

Staggered  Oval  Spokes. 

BUY  A  SET  TO  f  IT  YOUR  NEW  OR  OLD  WAGOH 

CHEAPEST  AND  BEST 

way  to  fret  a  low  wa^on.  Any  siza 
Avlicr-l,  any  width  tire.  Catal.  frek. 


ELECTRIC  WHEEL  CO.,  Quincy.  III. 


Incubator  and  Brooder  Supplies. 

THE  HYDRO  SAFETY  LAMP, 

THE  OAKES 

ADJUSTABLE 

THERMOMETER. 

Tliermostatic  bars,  hyjcro- 
rin'tfu-s,  brass  and  copper 
bnilers  and  tanks.  liegululors 
iif  all  kinds  a  specially. 
Send  stamp  loi-  lllusi  rated 
cafalo^n*',  giviiiir  vuliiablc 
iiifoniiai  ion  ahonl,  heating 
uinl  rcfiUlatillL;  iiicuhators. 

I..  K.  OAKKS, 
N".  211  N.  \\  asliii,-ton  St., 
Hlooiuiu^ton,  Iiid. 

HATCH  EVERY  EGG 

liy  I  Ih'  liiipi  u\ c.i  Omcstoj^a  .Method  and  Pads. 

\\  ith  ihis  iiiiiiri(V('d  syviciii  wt*  jfuarautee  every  e^K 
will  hatch  liial  is  put  in  an  incuhator,  either  a  factory 
niadi'  or  a  Imnic  niatic  niuchine.  !>o  not  waste  imn-u 
tiiiR'  and  nmru-v  by  thr  old  method  of  halchinjr.  hut 
send  f'»r  onr  c  i  i  i'iiiar  at  oTice.  and  h  arn  of  our  experi- 
ence and  HH-llio-l.    It  will  pav  vnn.  .Address 

UNION  MANUFAilTl  KING  CO., 
 f>:mrast<T.  Va. 

HOW  ABOUT  COOPS? 

W'f  nial<t-  an  .'dl-w  (hmI  Shipping 
Coo))  tliat  is  ligiM,  safe, and  ooni- 
forlabk'.  and  at  our  prieus  Sl.fjO 
lo  $:>  iK-r  doz.,is  tht*  clieapt-st 
tlnn;^'  yon  can  use. 

I>arred  riy  moufh  Rock  vear- 
linx  hens  at  SI  each  ;  early  batch- 
ed j)unets  and  cockerels  at  $1  to 
$2  each.  Send  for  i-alaloL-ne  of 
Grit. Machine,  f^'i:  Box.  t  tc.  etc. 

r.  w.  rosTKLJLOW. 

 25  Waterhoro.  YorU  (  o..  IVfe. 

Parsons 


rOITLTRV  LECTUKiiS 

In  anv  pari  of  tlu-  eonntrv,  a  specialtv.  S.XMUKL 
C'IjSMMAN  (formerly  witliU.  1.  Experiiiient  Station), 
rawtiieket,  '.{.  I. 


Best   Liver   PilS  Made 

Will  po.^itiveiy  cure  Hiiiousness,  Siok  lieail- 
aclie.  Coustipation.  all  liver  and  bowel  ooni- 
plaitils.  They  expel  all  iinpm-ities  from  llie 
blooil.  Delicate  women  tiiul  great  relief  from 
usiiis;  tliem.    I'riee.  25  cents. 

1.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  Boston,  Mass. 


3SO 


Karm:=  Poultry 


October  IS 


A  Vain  Search. 


SEVERAL  YEARS  AND  THOUSANDS  OF  DOLLARS  EXPENDED. 

An  Expert  Accountant  and  Bookkeeper  of  Detroit  Troubled  with  Hereditar]f  Scrofula  in  its 
Worst  Form  — Spends  a  Small  Fortune  Seeking  to  Find  a  Cure. 

From  the  Ereninr/  Xews,  Detroit,  Mich. 


tovviinls  Putle,  and  passed  the  places  of 
numerous  poultry  raisers;  yet  we  have 
observed  that  the  home  of  Coucou  raising 
tends  to  move  toward  the  north-east.  We 
did  not  leave  Putte  without  seeing  the  place 
of  M.  ^loris;  but  before  I  describe  it,  I  will 
say  a  few  words  of  M.  Le  Gros',  which  we 
saw  when  leaving  Malines,and  which  I  forgot 
to  mention.  We  showed  our  visitors  his 
genuine  Fluuders  giant  rabbits,  which  gener- 
ally capture  the  best  prizes  at  the  shows.  M. 
Le  Gros  raises  also  some  Spanish  hens  and 
some  line  Hamburgs  of  different  varieties ;  but 
what  the  visitors  admired  most  was  the  order 
and  neatness  reigning  everywhere  in  house, 
dooryard,  and  gardens.  It  was  the  young 
daughter  of  M.  Le  Gros  who  did  us  the  honors 
of  the  place,  for  her  father  is  a  government 
employee  in  the  town. 

"In  America,"  said  Mr.  Hunter,  "a  man 
who  understood  animal  breeding  so  well 
would  quickly  drop  other  work." 

"  In  England,"  added  Mr.  Brown,  "  people 
who  abandon  fixed  positions  to  go  into  raising- 
animals  often  wish  they  hadn't." 

Shows  in  Belgium  come  too  seldom  to  be 
other  than  recreations  to  the  amateur  breeder; 
in  England,  where  there  are  several  shows 
each  week,  it  may  be  well  to  make  a  business 
of  exhibiting. 

At  the  place  of  M.  Moris  we  saw  some  more 
giant  rabbits, two  of  them  black;  but  we  were 
especially  struck  by  the  beauty  and  large  size 
of  the  Malines  Coucous  and  the  White  Malines, 
which,  were  in  fine  shape  for  the  coming 
shows. 

Mr.  Hunter  picked  up  a  pretty  little  white 
cockerel,  and  parted  its  feathers.  "Not  the 
right  color,"  said  he;  "in  America  we  want 
white  fowls  to  have  dark  fluff  underneath." 

This  opinion  confirms  what  we  have  often 
declared  :  the  White  Malines  is  a  good  variety 
for  the  shows,  and  deserves  a  place  in  the 
classification,  but  it  is  not  of  any  practical 
utility.  The  white  cock  that  will  be  of  service 
in  improving  the  farmers'  Coucous  is  the  bird 
with  gray  fluff  and  yellow  shanks. 

From  Putte  to  Malines  there  is  a  fine, 
straight,  paved  road,  formerly  planted  with 
large  shady  elms;  but  these  trees,  which  had 
reached  their  full  development,  were  cut 
down  last  winter,  and  now  the  road  is  hot 
and  dusty.  We  were  constantly  meeting  rows 
of  dog  wagons  returning  from  the  market  at 
Londerzeel.  M.  Sas  pointed  out  to  us  that 
these  teams  were  now  four  leagues  from 
Malines,  and  that  in  coming  from  Londerzeel 
they  had  had  to  cover  twelve  kilometers  (seven 
miles)  more.  This  can  be  done  in  summer, 
but  in  winter  the  cold  and  snow  make  so  long 
a  haul  impossible. 

M.  Finoelst  of  Heverl(5-Iez-Louvain,  who 
never  fails  to  go  to  Londerzeel  on  Saturdays, 
his  route  by  way  of  Malines  being  forty  kilo- 
meters long,  has  told  us  that  the  raising  of 
Concou  de  Malines  is  greatly  advanced  by 
the  opportunity  of  the  farmers  to  bring  their 
products  to  the  market  of  Londerzeel.  If  we 
connect  these  two  bits  of  conversation,  we  are 
led  to  the  conclusion  that  a  market  will  reap- 
pear at  Malines,  and  that  some  of  the  fatteners 
of  Merchtem  and  of  other  places  will  set  up  in 
business  at  Malines,  at  the  Neckerspoel. 

Before  returning  to  Malines,  where  we 
wished  to  be  in  time  to  see  the  asparagus 
market,  we  passed  through  the  Neckerspoel, 
a  suburb  two  kilometers  long,  once  very  pros- 
perous, but  now  greatly  decayed.  The  large 
barns  of  house  after  house  still  stand  there; 
all  were  once  full  of  milch  cows  about  to  calve, 
or  with  young  calves.  The  merchants  of 
Malines  taught  the  milkmen  of  Paris  the  route 
of  the  Holland  cow,  and  as  the  importation  of 
Holland  cattle  into  Belgium  is  prohibited, 
Neckerspoel  has  now  scarcely  an  inhabitant. 

We  reached  the  market  of  Malines  at  half- 
past  six,  more  than  an  hour  after  it  opened, 
but  there  were  still  on  display  a  great  quantity 
of  bunches  of  the  handsome  white  asparagus 
that  we  have  found  so  delicious  in  the  Brussels 
restaurants.  The  vegetables,  asparagus,  green 
peas,  and  new  potatoes,  are  thus  marketed  in 
a  place  accessible  to  the  merchants  of  Brussels, 
Antwerp,  and  other  towns.  The  dogs  that 
had  brought  this  produce  in  small  lots  were 
still  lying  in  line  by  the  sidewalk,  the  wheels 
of  their  carts  resting  against  the  side  of  the 
gutter.  In  this  way  more  than  ten  thousand 
francs  (two  thousand  dollars)  worth  of  veg- 
etables are  sold  here  each  market  day. 
C  To  be  concluded). 


Prizes  at  Agricultural  Fairs. 

It  has  been  my  lot  to  officiate  as  judge  of 
cattle  and  fowls  at  some  of  the  leading  agri- 
cultural fairs  the  present  mouth,  and  I  am 
surprised  at  the  inequality  of  the  prizes 
ofl'ered. 

The  intelligent  reader  and  student  of  all 
agricultural  industry  knows  that  the  egg  and 
poultry  product  of  the  states  almost  doubles 
the  milk  and  beef  supply.  This  being  true, 
why  do  we  see  such  a  difference  in  the  .prizes 
offered  on  cattle  and  fowls?  In  each  of  the 
breeds  of  cattle  at  the  late  Tilton  fair  there 
was  $119  in  prizes  offered  —  Guernsey,  Jersey, 
Holstein,  Ayrshire,  Devon,  Polled-Angus, 
Short-Horn  and  Swiss,  and  to  all  the  grades 
each  of  Holstein,  Jersey,  Guernsey  and  Ayr- 
shire §60  to  female  individual  animals  of  the 
different  ages.  But  the  premiums  awarded  to 
the  poultry  were  first  and  second  prizes  of 
fifty  and  twenty-five  cents  to  cock,  hens,  cock- 
erels and  pullets  —  the  insignificant  sum  of 
$1.50  to  a  breed.  Can  we  expect  good  classes 
of  first  class  fowls  for  such  inducements? 
These  cattle  can  be  driven  to  the  fair  on  their 
own  hoofs  at  no  expense ;  comfortable  quarters 
are  furnished  for  them,  and  these  generous 
prizes  offered. 

The  objection  may  be  offered  that  there  are 
so  many  different  breeds  of  fowls  we  cannot 
afibrd  to  offer  large  prizes.  Then  designate 
what  breeds  you  will  pay  prizes  that  are  gen- 
erous and  in  keeping  with  those  given  cattle. 
It  is  surely  right  and  just  to  discriminate. 
Suppose  you  make  a  list  to  be  for  New  Eng- 
land. We  might  take  the  following:  Light 
Brahmas,  Buff  and  Partridge  Cochins,  Ply- 
mouth Eocks,  White  Wyandottes,  Black  Min- 
orcas.  White  Leghorns,  Brown  Leghorns,  and 
Buff"  Leghorns.  Outside  of  these,  the  kinds 
exhibited  by  our  farmers  are  exceedingly 
small. 

Now  pay  for  breeding  pens  —  one  male, 
four  females  —  and  they  not  elegible  in  open 
classes  —  $6  to  first,  $3  to  second;  best  cock 
$5,  second  best  $2,  third  best  %\ — the  same 
prizes  to  hens,  cockerels  and  pullets.  And 
then  demand  that  your  expert  judges  shall  not 
award  a  prize  to  anything  but  strictly  first 
class  stock. 

It  costs  the  exhibitor  more  money  to  exhibit 
a  pen  of  fowls  in  a  first  class  coop,  with  the 
transportation  to  and  from  the  fair,  than  to 
show  a  cow,  and  yet  you  pay  $8  to  the  best 
four-year-old  cow.  Yet  it  is  possible  to  pro- 
duce more  dollars  worth  from  the  pen  of  fowls 
than  from  the  cow.  You  offer  the  paltry  sum 
of  fifty  cents  to  have  a  first  class  hen  exhibited. 
These  low  prices  on  fowls  bring  none  but 
scrubs  to  our  exhibitions,  and  many  an  exhib- 
ition is  a  disgrace  instead  of  a  credit. 

I  would  suggest  $5  for  the  best  breeding 
pen ;  $5  to  the  exhibitor  who  shows  the  best 
four  pairs;  $3  for  best  cock,  $2  to  second 
best ;  %Z  for  best  cockerel,  $2  to  second  best ; 
$3  for  best  hen,  $2  to  second  best;  $3  for  best 
pullet,  f  2  to  second  best.  Offer  this  amount, 
and  on  as  many  breeds  that  are  popular  as 
you  can  afford  to.  Cannot  you  go  to  the 
extent  of  what  you  offered  on  two  breeds  of 
cattle,  to  wit,  $300,  which  would  cover  ten 
breeds,  and  turkeys,  duck  and  geese  —  the 
latter  in  pairs  —  paying  $5,  $2.50  for  first  and 
second  for  Bronze  and  White  Holland  turkeys, 
Pekin,  Rouen  and  Aylesbury  ducks,  Toulouse 
and  Bremen  geese,  and  leave  $30  to  be  expend- 
ed upon  the  farmer.s'  pets  —  bantams,  rabbits 
and  hares? 

My  word  for  it,  to  do  this  for  three  years 
will  bring  up  your  poultry  exhibits  to  a  posi- 
tion of  which  to  be  proud,  and  cause  the  poul- 
try product  of  your  section  to  reach  many 
thousands  of  dollars  more  annually  than  now. 
There  is  no  solid  reason  why  you  should  not 
offer  as  much  on  a  first  class  breeding  pen  of 
fowls  as  you  offer  for  a  single  cow,  and  surely 
half  as  much  on  single  specimen  of  fowls  as 
for  single  specimens  in  cattle.  You  give  ten 
prizes  to  a  breed  of  cattle,  and  it  requires  but 
five  prizes  of  cash  for  fowls,  which  takes  but 
one-quarter  as  much  money. 

Who  is  to  blame?  Is  it  the  breeders  of  the 
fowls,  or  is  it  that  the  exhibitors  are  the 
exhibitors  of  cattle?  There  are  many  times 
more  breeders  of  fowls  than  of  cattle,  and 
they  should  have  their  rights  respected.  There 
is  no  justice  in  offering  above  $5  for  the  best 
cow  until  you  can  oft'er  $3  for  the  best  hen ; 
nor  is  there  justice  in  paying  $12  to  best  bull 
until  the  best  cockerel  can  have  a  chance  to 
win  $5. 

If  you  cannot  afford  prizes  to  both  old  and 


James  H.  Wallace,  the  well  known  expert 
accountant  and  bookkeeper,  of  Detroit,  Mich., 
lately  had  a  remarkable  experience,  and  a 
reporter  called  at  his  pretty  home,2i0  Sixth 
street,  to  interview  him  regarding  it.  He 
found  Mrs.  Wallace  in  the  midst  of  house 
cleaning,  and  after  the  reporter  stated  the 
object  of  his  visit,  Mrs.  Wallace  said:  "You 
had  better  see  Mr.  Wallace  at  the  office  of  C. 
A.  Haberkorn  &  Co.,  table  manufactory,  on 
Orchard  street,  and  he  will  tell  you  of  this 
experience  much  better  than  I."  A  visit  was 
made  to  the  office  of  the  above  concern, 
where  Mr.  Wallace  was  seen.  "I  am,"  said 
Mr.  Wallace,  •' yet  a  young  man,  still  I  have 
suffered  untold  agonies  and  tortures.  I  was 
born  with  that  awful  hereditary  disease 
known  as  scrofula,  and  what  I  suffered  cannot 
be  well  described. 

"The  first  physicians  that  treated  me  said 
it  was  a  constitutional  blood  disorder,  and  by 
constant  treatment  and  diet,  it  might  be 
cured.  The  blood  purifiers  and  spring  reme- 
dies I  used  only  made  the  eruptions  more 
aggressive  and  painful.  In  1888  I  was  a  fear- 
ful looking  sigbt,  and  was  in  fact  i-epulsive. 
On  my  limbs  were  large  ulcers,  which  were 
very  painful,  and  from  which  there  was  a 
continual  discharge.  In  three  years  I  spent 
over  $3000  in  medicine  and  medical  services, 
and  grew  worse  instead  of  better.  I  tried 
the  medical  baths,  and  in  1893  went  to  Medi- 
cine Lake,  Washington,  but  was  not  benefited. 
I  then  tried  some  proprietary  medicine,  but 
did  not  receive  any  benefit. 

"One  day  in  the  fall  of  1895,  while  reading 
the  paper,  I  noticed  an  article  about  Dr.  Wil- 
liams'Pink  Pills  for  Pale  People,  but  did  not 
give  it  much  attention.  That  afternoon,  while 
moving  some  books,  I  broke  an  ulcer  on  my 
leg,  and.  nearly  fainted  ;  the  pain  made  me 
sick,  and  I  had  to  stop  work.   While  sitting 


young,  then  pay  $5  and  $3  as  prizes  as  chick- 
ens, and  leave  the  old  fowls  out.  A  fresh, 
clean  exhibit  of  chickens  each  year  will  make 
a  brighter,  better  exhibit,  and  of  greater  credit 
to  the  exhibitors.  Let  the  breeding  pens  be 
made  up  of  moulted  fowls  and  chicks,  either 
or  both  to  receive  $5  and  $3  prizes.  The 
times  have  passed  when  the  poultry  exhibits 
at  our  fairs  .should  be  considered  of  secondary 
importance.  Breeders,  arise  in  your  might 
and  secure  a  reform !  —  I.  K.  Feixh,  in 
ijountry  (gentleman. 


in  the  chair,  I  again  noticed  the  Dr.  Williams' 
Pink  Pills  article,  in  the  newspaper  which 
was  laying  on  the  floor.  I  read  it  carefully, 
and  immediately  decided  to  give  the  pills  a 
trial,  as  the  account  which  I  read  had  been  of 
a  case  similar  to  mine.  I  sent  the  oflice  boy 
over  to  Frank  Houp's  drug  store  for  a  box, 
and  took  some  that  afternoon.  I  continued 
their  use,  and  before  I  bad  used  one  box  I 
noticed  an  improvement.  I  grew  better 
rapidly,  and  all  my  friends  noticed  the  im- 
provement, and  after  taking  eight  boxes  there 
was  not  a  sore  on  my  person. 

"  I  am  covered  with  scars  from  the  ulcers, 
but  since  that  time  I  have  not  seen  a  single 
indication  of  the  old  trouble.  I  continued  the 
use  of  the  pills  long  after  I  was  cured,  as  I 
wanted  to  get  my  system  rid  of  that  awful 
disease. 

"If  I  only  bad  bought  Dr.  Williams'  Pink 
Pills  for  Pale  People  at  the  start,  I  would  be 
thousands  of  dollars' ahead,  and  had  five  years 
of  health  ai;d  happiness  instead  of  torture. 
Today  I  feel  like  a  perfect  man,  and  my  doctor 
siivs  t  am  entirelv  rid  of  mv  old  trouble." 
(Signed)      "      James  H.  Wallace. 

Detroit,  Mich.,  May  7,  1897. 

Before  me,  a  Notary  Public,  in  and  for 
Wayne  County .  Michigan,  personally  appeared 
James  H.  Wallace,  who  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said  that  he  had  read  the  fore- 
going statement,  and  that  the  same  was  true. 

Robert  E,  Hull,  Jr., 
Notary  Public. 

Wayne  County,  Mich. 

Dr.  Williams'  Piuk  Pills  for  Pale  People  are 
sold  by  all  dealers,  or  will  be  sent  post  paid  on 
receipt  of  price,  50  cents  a  box,  or  six  boxes 
for  $2.50  (thev  are  never  sold  in  bulk  or  by 
the  100)  by  addressing  Dr.  Williams' Medicine 
Co.,  Schenectady,  N.  Y. 
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steelgates,  steel  posts  and  rail,  also  Field  and 
Hog  Fence  Wire,  single  and  double  farmgates. 
For  further  information,  write  to  the 

UNION  FENCE  CO.,  De  Kalb,  III. 
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^  Incubators,  Brooders,  Hot  Water 
/  'j    Stoves  and  Pipe  Systems. 

ri;m^  ;in<l  spccili'-iilious  for  poultry  biuldin'js  free 

'  -      -'^^  Cs^'-  '       t  -(  .l  ex. ■hisivclv  by  l  lie  U.S.  Government,  the  larg- 

^>-.^,        '■^^^""''^■^■J''  '•i,-^''->     esl  inmlt  )■>■  ami  (luek  rjiisers  in  tlie  world. 

200  iirst  I'l-eniinms.   Send  for  1S98  catalojjue. 


IUI<^lxA    «r%  C^n^^j-kM        "Sing:  otir  AGRICULTURAL  DRAIN 

IVIaKe    an     tarly    OeaSOn    tlLE.Everyn,anof  experience  knows  tl,a.t 

^  ^ — ^   J  ^•mr-'^^     m    land  tliat  IS  tile  drained  may  be  worked  weeks 

\"    '--^  "  in  advance  of  that  which  is  undrained.     We  make  all  kinds  of  tile  and 

\  Rril  liMsin  JtLI-Fi  I  Sewer  Pipe,   Red  Pressed  Brick,  Fire  Brick,  Chimney 

'—"^ '-^-^  Tops,  Flues,  Encaustic  Side  Walks,  etc.    Wiite  for  what 
youwajit.  JOHN  H.JACKSON  215  Third  Ave.,  Albany,  N.V. 

Prairie  State  Incubators 

47  to  54  N.  Market  St.,    Boston,  Mass. 


WRITE  TO 


Jos.  Bregk  &  Sons, 


Tliey  are  New  England  selling  agents,  ^liow  a  full  line 
of  the  Prairie  Stale  INCUBATORS  and  BBOOI>- 
"ERS,  and  will  mail  catalogue  FKEE  and  quule 
factory  prices. 
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PniotU'iil  I'oultry  in 
Knirlitutl. 


Kditorial  Corrt'!ip<»inleinv. 

roiiltry.  in  Englaml.  me:iu$  "  fancy  "  poul- 
iry.  with  neser  a  tliouirbt  of  the  millions  of 
fowls  that  are  simply  prot-luoingeggs  forfooil. 
or  to  l<e  inoul>ateil  into  chiikens  ami  tliiis  into 
food.  This  seems  remarkable  at  Iir>t  thoiiirlit, 
but  when  we  remenil)er  that  the  fanciers  have 
the  p3l>ers,  the  shows  ami  all  the  visible  and 
tanirible  eviJeuce  of  poultry  on  their  side,  it  is 
not  strange  that  they  sbonlil  in  the  main 
wholly  iiznore  i^aml  l>e  wholly  ignoraut  of)  the 
fact  that  poultry  has  great  economic  value  in 
the  shape  of  eilible  meat  and  w:frs.  That  a 
change  is  slowly-  creeping  in  is  e\ideut ;  but  all 
change  comes  slowly  in  England,  (the  English 
are  tremendously  conservative'*,  and  it  will  be 
a  long,  long  lime  before  "•  pntctical  "  poultry 
will  l>e  a  recognized  factor  in  the  poultry 
world.  An  incident  will  serve  to  illustrate 
liotli  the  fancier's  attitude  and  his  ignorance 
of  the  fact  that  there  is  any  such  thing  as 
profitable,  practical  poultry.  I  was  visiting 
one  of  the  best  known  English  fanciers,  and 
after  tlie  ladies  had  left  the  dinner  table  and 
my  host  had  lighted  his  cigar,  w  e  fell  to  chat- 
ting over  the  tbings  t  had  seen  in  the  round 
of  visits  1  had  been  making  amongst  English 
poultrymen.  He  was  greatly  surprised  wbcn 
I  told  him  of  Simon  Hunter's  farm  at  North- 
allerton, and  that  Mr.  U.  bred  from  about 
seventeen  hundred  head  of  stot-k,  and  ^hippc;l 
otfthis  last  season  over  four  thousand  sittings 
of  eggs.  "Bless  my  soul  I  "  he  exclaimed,  "is 
that  possible?  Pardon  my  asking  you  if  you 
aresMreof  your  figures?"  I  told  him  Mr. 
Hunter  had  turned  over  his  shipping  book  to 
me  and  that  I'had  footed  many  of  the  columns 
myself,  to  verify  the  figures;  each  page 
recorded  a  day's  shipment,  and  the  days,  in 
the  height  of  the  season,  showed  sixty  to 
seventy-five  sittings  each,  the  "record"'  day 
being  eighty-seven  sittings;  yes,  I  was  sure 
the  figures  were  right.  "  Bless  my  .soul  I "  he 
exclaimed,  "  I  can't  credit  it!  Why,  I  didn't 
^hip  alx>ve  thirty  sittings  this  season! ''  This 
gentleman  is  a  well  known  breeder  of  three 
popular  varieties,  is  a  leading  fancier,  has  been 
in  the  business  for  many  years,  and  barely 
knew  there  w  as  such  a  man  as  Simon  Hunter. 
"Why,"  be  exclainieil,  "he  never  ?hows  his 
birds."  "True,"  1  an^wered,  "he  doesn't 
need  to  show,  as  he  breeds  chiefly  for prodi- 
cal  qualities,  and  he  has  more  orders  than  he 
can  fill.  He  is  increasing  his  plant  so  as  to  be 
better  equipped  next  year;  he  was  in  the  act 
of  putting  up  new  poultry  houses  the  day  1 
was  there."  "Bless  my  soul,"  he  exclaimed, 
"  I  can't  understand  it  I"  If  I  had  told  him 
Westminster  Hall  was  blown  up  he  could 
hardly  have  been  more  taken  aback. 

The  better  to  illustrate  the  difl'erence  between 
the  business  done  by  such  poultrymen  as 
Simon  Hunter,  Jlr.  I'almer,  and  Cook  &  Son 
(of  Lincoln)  and  the  fanciers  I  used  the  oft 
quoted  simile  of  the  railway  passengers  in 
England.  Most  railways  there  run  first, 
second  and  third  class  carriages,  although  two 
or  three,  notat)ly  the  great  Midland  company, 
have  only  first  and  thinl.  Generally  speaking 
third  class  fare  is  about  three-fifths  that 
charged  for  first  class,  and  the  railway  statis- 
tics show-  that  between  ninety-four  ami  ninety- 
five  per  cent  of  the  pafseugers  carried  are 
third  class.  I  told  our  fancier  friend  his 
guinea-a-sitting  eggs  were  for  the  first  class 
passengers,  while  Simon  Hunter,  Mr.  Palmer 
and  Cook  &  Son  were  catering  for  the  '-third 
class  "'trade — and  v\cre  getting  it.  He  could 
ea>ily  understand  the  force  of  the  illustration, 
but  insisted  he  couldn"t  underi-taud  how  eggs 
at  six  and  sixpence  and  half  a  sovereign 
(§1.62  and  82.50)  per  sitting  could  possibly 
pay.  I  assured  him  that  they  did  pay,  and 
pay  well,  and  that,  furthermore,  it  was  the 
third  class  passengers  on  the  railways  antl 
steerage  passengers  on  steamships  that  paid 
the  profits  to  the  companies.  Our  friend 
would  never  think  of  riding  other  than  first 
class,  but  in  giving  him  more  than  double  the 
room  the  railway  is  carrying  him  at  about  net 
cost. 

Kow  that  incident  well  illustrates  the  fan- 
ciers' attitude  towards  practical  poultry. 
That  the  buying  public  actually  prefers  poul- 
try bred  primarily  for  egg  production  is 
beyond  their  comprehension ;  they  cannot 
.nnderst^d  it — and  yet  there  was  the  ridicu- 


lous side  of  it,  of  the  practical  breeder  selling 
over  four  thousand  sittings  of  eggs  in  the 
same  time  that  the  prominent  (and  ten  times 
as  well  known)  fancier  had  sold  thirty  sit- 
tings. The  incident  also  well  illustrates  the 
ignorance  of  the  fanciers  as  to  there  being 
such  a  thing  as  practical  poultry. 

Such  a  thing  as  poultry  kept  for  egg  pro- 
duction, and  that  it  could  be  profitable,  is  a 
surprise  to  the  fanciers  in  England.  In  a  talk 
upon  this  subject  which  1  had  with  another 
fancier  that  I  visited  I  told  him  it  was  possible 
to  make  twelve  shillings  (^3)  profit  from  each 
heu  kept,  provided  the  hen  was  sold  at  the 
end  of  the  laying  year,  the  two  shillings  (fifty 
cents)  the  hen  sold  for  being  a  part  of  the 
gross  receipts  (and  net  profit).  He  couldn"t 
credit  it  until  1  showed  him  Mr.  Norton's 
record  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  eggs 
per  head  and  average  price  of  a  little  above 
twenty-five  cents  per  dozen.  The  one  hundred 
and  eighty-six  eggs  .solil  for  jio.STJ,  the  fifty 
cents  the  hen  sold  for  gives  $4.3Ti,  ami  it  costs 
^LJ.")  to  to  feed  a  hen  a  year.  He 

acknowledged  the  profitableness  of  such  poul- 
try, but  claimed  that  eggs  didn't  make  any 
such  price  in  England.  To  this  I  was  able  to 
prove  to  him  that  strictly  fresh  eggs  made  a 
better  average  price  than  twenty-five  cents  a 
dozen  in  England,  by  quoting  the  figures  of 
the  egg  sales  of  two  breeders,  which  averaged 
aliove  twenty-seven  cents  for  the  year.  One 
of  these  breeders  sold  eggs  at  two  shillings 
(fifty  cents)  a  dozen,  for  si.x  weeks,  about 
Christmas,  and  his  average  for  the  year  was 
almost  twenty-eight  and  a  half  cents  a  dozen. 
Such  figures  simply  strike  dumb  the  average 
English  fancier,  who  has  never  thought  of 
poultry  from  the  profit  standpoint. 

Another  surprising  thing  is  that  the  fanciers, 
while  recognizing  the  injury  they  are  doing  to 
the  economic  qualities  of  their  breeds,  make 
no  eflort  to  correct  the  evil.  It  is  well  under- 
stood that  the  Minorcas  and  Leghorns  are 
deteriorating  in  egg  production  through  being 
bred  for  excessive  combs,  lobes,  etc.;  and  that 
Langshans,  Rocks  and  Wyandottcs  are  sutt'er- 
ing  similarly  through  being  bred  too  coarse 
framed  and  "stilted."  "  What  matters  it?" 
they  say  in  etl'ect,  "  the  judges  give  the  prizes 
to  the  big  combed  Minorcas  and  Leghorns  au<l 
coarse  framed  Langshans,  Hocks  and  Wyan- 
dottcs, and  we've  got  to  breed  w  hat  the  judges 
favor  if  w  e  want  to  win  prizes,  and  unless  w  e 
win  prizes  we  might  as  well  go  out  of  busi- 
ness!"' It  never  seems  to  occur  to  them  that 
they  can  correct  the  evil  by  insisting  that 
economic  qualities  be  recognized,  be  given  a 
l>lace  in  thejudging. 

Two  judges  with  whom  1  talked  upon  the 
matter  ">miled"'  vX  the  suggestion  of  the 
binls  being  injureil  as  to  practical  qualities. 
"  The  large  framed  Hocks, 'Dotti  s  and  Lang- 
.shans,and  big  combed  Minorcas  and  Leghorns 
show  up  better  iu  the  show  coop ; "  that  is  the 
thing,  the  lessened  egg  yield  and  coarser  body 
don't  count! 

I  said  that  a  change  is  slowly  creeping  in, 
ami  this  change  is  evidenced  by  the  steady 
growth  of  such  businesses  as  those  farms  I 
have  mentioned,  and  the  glimpses  one  gets  of 
flocks  of  pure  bred  poultry  on  every  hand  as 
he  journeys  up  and  down  the  country.  In 
one  place,  perhaps  in  the  station  keeper's 
garden,  one  will  see  a  flock  of  good  Black 
Minorcas;  on  a  farm  we  are  whizzing  past 
will  be  seen  a  lot  of  good  Butt' Orpingtons;  on 
another  farm  will  be  Wyandottes,  or  Kocks, 
or  Langshans,  or  Leghorns;  and  al!  over  Eng- 
land are  seen  these  evidences  of  a  steady 
growth  in  the  poultry  interest.  That  over 
four  thousand  sittings  of  eggs  sold  by  Simon 
Hunter  this  year  is  a  straw ;  the  great  quantity 
of  day-old  chicks  sold  by  3Iiss  Edwards  of 
C'oaley  Farm  is  another;  the  over  thirty-five 
thousand  copies  sold  of  Mr.  Wni.  Cook's 
"  Poultry  Breeder  and  Feeder,"  is  another; 
the  wide-spread  interest  in  county  councils- 
lectures  is  another,  and  all  these  (and  many 
other)  straws  show  that  the  interest  in  good 
poultry  is  growing  steadily.  'Tis  true,  these 
are  all  third  class  passengers;  but  then, almost 
ninety-five  per  cent  of  the  people  of  England 
(that  travel)  travel  third  class. 


There  is  much  excitement  among  our  local 
aldermen  as  to  whether  poultry  shall  be 
dressed  or  undressed.  We  do  not  know  if  the 
city  ordinances  on  this  subject  will  apply  to 
burlesque  actresses. — Puck. 


Makes  Hens  Lay 

SOLD  ONLY  IN  50  AND  JOO-LB.  SEALED  SACKS 

Grandview  Egg  Farm,  South  Swansea,  Mass. 
After  nearly  two  years'  experience  in  the  use  of  American  Poultry  Food,  during  which  I  have  fed  twenty 
or  more  tons.  I  have  come  to  regard  it  as  indispensable  as  an  egg  producer,  flesh  former,  to  make  chickens 
grow  fast  and  feather  up  rapidly.    In  fact,  it  has  no  equal  in  any  feed  1  have  any  knowledge  of  as  an  all  rour  d 
poultry  food.  W.  P.  SHEPARD. 

L«rLkeep  AMERICAN  POULTRY  FOOD  ^-^^t^- 

THE  AMERICAN  CEREAL  CO.,  Chicago,  IM.,  or  Boston,  Hass. 

■  VALLEYVIEW   FARM.  - 

S.  C.  W.  Leghoi-ns, 
Buff  Leghorns, 

Buff  Wyandottes. 


Squat. ■  I, .,10,.,, 
norr;,-  ,'i  M  ,,,,>, 
trate,!  ,';il:il,iiii,, 


di,'  lii^'l,.'-  ^  ;it  \ra.llson 

1,1  ,,,L-  llf  11,-1  In  1  ,  :,r,.  ,N.,  Mi- 
,  ,  UL'  -  1,1]  N,t  new  illus- 

: ,  \  111;:  1 ,,  1 1  <l,-~cni,l  i  I  1  Ir-  u lisur- 

1,1  c,t  11, \  st.M  k,  lull  |,ri,'f  lisi,  clc. 


EZRA  C0KNP:LL,  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 


THE  POULTRY  PRODUCT 

cif  this  cnnnfr.y  is  annually  WDrth  over 
$300,000,000.  Over  one  hundred  mil- 
lion bushels  of  grain  are  consumed  to 
produce  this  enormous  sum  of  nione.y. 
Every  bushel  of  this  grain  can  be  doubled  in 
fond  value  by  the  intelligent  use  of 


Cook  the  corn  meal  and  double  its  feeding 
value;  cook  the  skim  milk  ;  cook  the  small 

X,  potatoes;  cook  the  clover  hay  and  chop  it 

^  fine;  cook  all  the  food  that  goes  to  the  poul- 

*  try  and  feed  it  warm,  especially  in  cold 
2|  weather,  and  the  egg  production  will  double 
%  in  quantity.    i?ejid  for  circulars  containing 

*  full  description  and  testimonials.  Made  ii} 
ll  7  sizes:  2o  gallon,  $Ii;  .50  gallon,  $17;  100 
II  gallon,  $2-1:.   Sold  on  installments  if  desired. 

W  We  publish  a  bonk,  "Cooking  Food  for  Stock," 

^  v:hich  we  will  acud  free  if  you  mention 

J  this  publicatioii  when  you  write. 

M  GRANITE  STATE  EVAPORATOR  CO., 

^  GOl  Temple  Court,  New  Vork  City,  or 

f  JOSEPH  BRECK  &  .SONS,  N.  E.  Agents, 

X  47-54  No.  Market  .St.,  Costou,  Ma.ss. 


Guaranteed  just  as  represented  in   the  ^ 
illustration  or  money  will  be  refunded.  ^ 
Hundreds  sold.    No  complaints. 

Fairfav.  Iowa.  June  J4th,  1897.  'K 

GRANITI-  !;TATE  F.VAPORATOR  CO.  * 

<  i-i  :  ,  ii  — The  Granite  State  Feed  Cooker  I  « 
or,!  r                    ,  1- all  arrived  in  good  shape  and  I  used 

it  1  r  in  cooking  fee<l  for  fifteen  hogs,  ^ 

al'  •  I  ,  nn'^idcr  that  it  has  already  more  ^ 

til  II  '  I  111,-  outlay,  as  1  was  enabled  to  ^ 

tret  I  ,nd  sold  a  month  or  six  (6)  ^ 

w,  ■  ,^e  wouhl,  thereby  saving  a  5fe 

I.iri^  I  r,;,od.    The  egg  product  from  ^ 

my  p  iiiiry  ..  ,.  1  11.;,  ly  increased,  and  I  consider  the  <t 

cost  of  the  Cooker  a  good  investment.  35 

Yours  truly,    R.  W.  CVNXISON'.  S 

.1.  .1.  vV  .1^      \lA  \1a  \U  xT.  .1.       vt^  xt^  .1.  vt.  .V  xt.  v'>  .j.  'V  ^  y. 


Several  pens  liinl;?  al  a  I.mv  I'l  it-e.  Ftmr  Hens  and  ('<M-k,  Iho  five  for  S-3.C-0.  >Iu^l  sell  t<t  make  room  fur  (i(X> 
voiin^r  birds.  S<inie  uf  ilie  lailer.  Illack  iMiuorcas  and  \\  Inlo  I'lvmoulh  Uocks.  for  sale  in  tlie  fall.  Two 
incubators  for  sale  cheap.   Meiilion  F.-i*.  BAKNKS  BKOS..  Wells%-iile.  N.  V. 


Are  you  aware  iliat  nolliini^  is  as  i^ood  f(U-  your  chickens  as 


^^'^i  imn  ioicoL  [GG? 


MEOICOL 


Endorsed  hv  the  leading  jmultry  fanciers  in  Ihis  eoimtry. 

JOSEPH  BRECK  &  SONS,  BOSTON, 

Or  wriie  to  ZUCKKU  .MFG.  CO.,  Daklaiiil,  CaU 
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RARlVt-  POULTRY 


October  IS 


Well,  1  Wonder! 
What  Barred  Kocks  Can  Do. 

Logiinsport,  Ind.,  Aug.  1, 18S)7. 

Editor  Beliable  I'oultry  Journal : —In  u 
recent  iiunibei-  ot  li.  P.  J.,  Messrs.  S.  Z.  Hiir- 
rouu  aud  Clarence  D.  Mundy  tell  of  wonder- 
ful records  made  by  their  pullets.  I  have 
some  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks  th.at  will  beat 
them  all.  On  January  1 1  hatched  out  a  brood 
of  chicks  from  A.  C.  Hawkins'  eggs,  getting 
live  cockerels  and  three  pullets,  and  raised 
them  all.  One  pullet  laid  her  first  egg  June  1, 
and  by  June  6  all  three  were  laying.  The  first 
one  laid  until  July  24,  then  went  to  sitting, 
aud  uow  has  thirteen  eggs  about  to  hatch. 
This  isn't  so  slow, is  it? 

Charlies  Dkmerly. 

No,  it  is  not,  aud  the  question  arises.  What 
is  '-our  friend  John"  of  Fahm-Poultry 
going  to  do  with  such  work  as  this — with  such 
superb  work  as  is  being  done  by  George  H. 
Northup's  staudard  bred  Black  Minorcas,  by 
Mrs.  H.  H.  Keeuer's  Houdans,  (bred  for 
beauty  as  well  as  utility),  and  by  Robert 
Cunningham's  standard  bred  Barred  Plymouth 
Rocks,  as  per  reports  in  B.  P.  J.?  Oh,  no, 
standard  bred  fowls  do  not  lay  eggs!  They 
lay  door  knobs,  and  nutmegs,  and  baked 
beans.  Goto,  John;  "  the  Goblins  will  catch 
you  if  you  don't  watch  out." — Belialile  Poul- 
try Journal,  October. 

1st.  He  is  going  to  agree  that  it  is  not  slow. 
He  will  go  further  and  say  that  it  is  "  too — too 
dee-vel-ish  fast ! "  and  that  very  few  breeders 
consider  untimely  maturity  a  thing  to  boast 
about. 

2d.  He  will  say,  anent  this  and  similar 
squibs  which  from  time  to  time  appear  in  the 
B.  P.  J.,  that  he  is  at  a  loss  to  know  whether 
the  editor  of  that  paper  is  to  be  classed  with 
those  who  cannot  or  with  those  who  will  not 
see. 

3d.  As  to  the  iterations  and  reiterations  of 
"our  friend  Grant"  that  he  (G.)  knows  this, 
that,  or  the  other  is  not  so,  he  will  venture  to 
assert  that  G.  is  an  illustrious  repre.seulative 
of  a  too  numerous  class  who  know  so  many 
things  that  are  not  so  that  they  are  incapable 
of  knowing  some  things  that  are  so. 

4th.  He  would  suggest  that  friend  G.  have 
the  phrase,  "  don't  care" — (G.  knows  it  all  by 
heart)  printed  in  large  type,  framed  and  hung 
over  his  desk — with  the  letter  of  D.  L.  "Weaver, 
of  Fremont,  Keb.,  (page  519,  B.  P.  J.,  Sept.) 
beneath  it. 

oth.  He  hopes  some  day  friend  G.  will 
furnish  that  egg  record  of  high  scoring, 
standard  bred  stock  that  is  to  surpass  Second 
Pen  in  the  National  Stockman  contest. 

6th.  He  is  sorry  to  see  cross  bred  pullets 
referred  to  in  the  B.  P.  J.,  (page  569,  Oct.)  as 
"  blooded  "  stock.  3Ioreover  be  regrets  to 
see  the  interpolation  published  as  if  it  had 
appeared  originally  in  the  Stockman. 

7th.  He  will  say  that  he  cannot  understand 
how  the  editor  of  a  poultry  paper  can  use 
that  Stockman  record  as  credible  authority. 
Editor  C.  should  read  the  article,  "  Is  It  Great 
L(a)ying  ?"  in  Faem-Poultry,  March  15, 
1895. 

7th.  He  would  respectfully  intimate  in  the 
interests  of  the  indicstry,  that  friend  G.  make 
strenuous  eff'orts  to  make  his  statements 
"gee." 

Oth.  He  would  assure  friend  G.  that  he 
has  positive  knowledge  that  staudard  bred 
fowls  do  lay  door  knobs.  He  has  seen  them 
in  the  nests!  He  does  not  know  about  nut- 
megs, but  feels  sure  that  if  standard  bred 
fowls  did  not  lay  baked  beans  such  fowls 
would  not  be  as  popular  as  they  are  in  New 
England. 

10th.  He  would  state  that  it  gives  him 
pleasure  to  note  that  "our  friend  Grant"  is 
shifting  his  contentions  to  more  tenable  posi- 
tions, though  he  regrets  that  G.  should  have 
so  completely  lost  his  bearings  that  he  cannot 
make  necessary  discriminations  between 
points  of  agreement  and  points  of  contro- 
versy. 

11th.  He  would  beg  leave  to  inform  the 
public  that  to  all  intents  and  purposes  Curtis 
is  gradually  coming  our  'way,  though  like  the 
dead  snapping  turtle,  he  doesn't  appear  to  be 
"sinsible"  of  what  he  is  doing. 


To  Many  Inquirers. 

The  Standard  of  Perfection  is  now  being 
revised,  but  the  new  edition  will  not  likely  be 
ready  for  delivery  for  nearly  a  year.  We  can 
furnish  the  edition  of  1894  to  those  who  want 
it;  but  buyers  should  understand  that  it  will 
be  out  of  date  when  the  new  one  appears. 


The  Money  Making  Breeds. 

In  starting  a  poultry  plant,  whether  on  a 
large  or  small  scale,  the  selection  of  the  partic- 
ular breed  of  fowls  is  a  most  important  con- 
sideration. 

The  first  question  to  be  decided  is  whether 
the  venture  is  to  be  for  pleasure  or  business. 
If  the  former,  then  a  ('hoice  of  any  breed 
which  may  strike  the  fancy  is  the  proper 
selection  to  be  made.  Of  course,  with  an  idea 
of  beauty  or  oddity  in  view  there  is  a  wide 
field  from  which  to  choose.  This  may  include 
the  Polish  family  with  their  peculiar  aud 
attractive  head  dresses;  the  many  varieties  of 
Games,  which  are  so  fascinating  to  their 
admirers;  the  Dorkings,  world  renowned  for 
the  beauty  of  plumage  in  the  males  and  their 
excellent  table  qualities ;  the  Hamburgs,  quick, 
active  and  beautiful;  and  the  Cochins,  won- 
derful as  to  color  of  plumage  and  attractive 
because  of  their  great  size  and  docile  natures. 
Next  we  come  to  the  foreign  lireeds  —  Cr^ve- 
coeurs.  La  FR'che  and  Houdans,  and  then  to 
the  oddities  such  as  Black  Spanish,  Red  Caps, 
Russians,  Silkies,  Sultans  and  Aztecs,  and 
finally  to  the  large  family  of  Bantams.  All 
these  breeds  appeal  to  those  who  are  looking 
for  something  to  admire  and  who  are  ihdifi'er- 
ent  as  to  profits  to  be  made  from  them.  They 
are  in  no  sense  business  breeds,  and  should  be 
classed  wholly  as  fancy,  and  to  be  kept  by 
fanciers. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  we  are  inclined  towards 
poultry  keeping  as  a  business,  we  must  look 
to  an  entirely  difl'erent  class  of  fowls.  Among 
such  we  can  enumerate  the  following,  each  of 
which  has  a  money  making  quality,  aside 
from  a  purely  fancy  standpoint:  Plymouth 
Rocks,  Leghorns,  Minorcas,  Wyandottes, 
Langshans,  Andalusians  and  Brahmas.  This 
list,  it  will  be  noticed,  is  small,  and  yet  it  can 
be  narrowed  down  still  more,  to  define  exactly 
which  are  the  very  best  business  breeds. 

In  making  a  selection  from  this  list,  many 
things  must  be  thought  of.  What  one  may 
fancy  is  one  thing,  but  what  will  pay  best  is 
another.  The  choice  should  be  made  entirely 
on  the  demand.  For  example,  the  Langshans 
are  fine,  large,  attractive  birds,  fair  layers  and 
good  table  specimens,  but  the  demand  for 
them  is  limited  —  hence,  if  bred  to  perfection 
the  problem  remains,  how  to  sell  them?  The 
Andalusians  are  handsome,  good  bodied  and 
good  layers;  yet  the  same  fault  is  to  be  found 
with  them  — lack  of  demand. 

The  Minorcas  are  most  valuable  in  two 
ways,  for  eggs  and  table,  and  yet  there  are 
certain  sections  of  the  country  where  they  are 
hardly  known.  This  matter  of  demand  cannot 
even  be  controlled.  It  is  the  puljlic  inclination 
toward  one  breed  or  another.  Why  one  breed 
is  popular  and  another  not,  is  difficult  to  un- 
derstand. Certain  sections  of  the  country  run 
to  certain  breeds.  New  England ,  for  example, 
is  fond  of  Brahmas,  and  New  York  is  perhaps 
the  best  Minorca  state.  The  Leghorns  are 
very  well  distributed,  but  the  best  in  AVhite, 
Brown  and  Buft"  are  in  but  few  hands.  The 
Wyandottes  have  been  pushed  vigorously,  and 
have-won  great  recognition  in  many  diflercnt 
sections. 

The  breed  par  excellence  known  from  one 
end  of  the  country  to  the  other  is  the  Barred 
Plymouth  Rock.  There  is  not  a  farmer, 
amateur  or  fancier  who  does  not  at  once 
recognize  the  sterling  qualities  of  this  most 
popular  of  all  breeds.  It  is  almost  useless  to 
enumerate  their  qualities,  they  are  so  well 
known;  yet  they  live  up  to  these  qualities  aud 
maintain  year  after  year  the  excellence  which 
is  the  foundation  of  their  popularity.  For  egg 
producers,  when  eggs  are  highest  in  price, 
they  are  reliable;  for  good  large  bodied  speci- 
mens, when  meat  is  demanded,  they  seldom 
fail,  ami  for  hardiness  and  general  health  they 
have  no  superiors.  They  are  not  beautiful, 
except  in  the  eyes  of  their  admirers;  yet 
there  is  a  certain  steady,  business  like  air 
about  these  plain  specimens  which  appeals  to 
all  classes,  and  stamps  them  the  great  money 
makers  of  poultry dom. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  the  demand  for  Ply- 
mouth Rocks  is  far  in  excess  of  that  for  any 
other  breed.  This  does  not  reflect  unfavor- 
ably on  the  other  breeds;  it  simply  shows  that 
they  are  the  public's  favorite.  A  great  deal 
of  this  popularity  may  be  traced  to  their 
ancestors,  the  American  Dominiques  and 
Black  Javas.  The  former,  until  superseded 
by  the  Plymouth  Rock,  was  America's  pride 


in  poultry.  Therefore  if,  as  I  have  said,  the 
choice  of  a  breed  depends  upon  the  demand 
for  the  same,  the  Plymouth  Rock,  especially 
the  Barred  variety,  fills  the  bill  better  than 
any  other. 

The  very  best  quality  any  breed  can  have 
is  hardiness.  A  vigorous  constitution  in  fowls 
is  the  first  thing  to  consider.  With  it  we  may 
expect  a  good  growth,  an  early  maturity,  a 
good  egg  yield  and  a  fine  carcass;  without  it 
we  cannot  depend  upon  any  of  these  results 
with  certainty.  Health  and  prime  condition 
go  hand  in  hand,  and  both  mean  the  best 
results  obtainable  in  poultry.  The  healthy 
hen  is  the  egg  type  and  the  show  room  speci- 
men. (Jondilion  should  be  the  first  consider- 
ation. Where  can  be  found  a  healthier, 
stronger  and  more  reliable  breed  than  the 
Barred  Plymouth  Rocks?  Climatic  conditions 
do  not  affect  them.  They  are  bred  in  all 
sections  of  our  country.  They  are  alike  indif- 
ferent to  cold  or  heat.  No  matter  how  low 
the  temperature,  this  popular  American  breed 
attends  strictly  to  busiuess,  and  if  they  are 
comfortably  housed  at  night  and  kept  busy 
during  the  day,  we  may  look  for  a  full  nest- 
box  at  gathering  time.  Still,  they  lay  a  brown 
egg — and  if  the  demand  should  be  for  white 
eggs,  or  both  white  and  brown,  we  must  look 
for  another  breed  to  run  side  by  side  with 
them,  in  order  that  the  demand  for  both  may 
be  supplied. 

Among  the  business  breeds  which  lay  white 
eggs  our  choice  is  limited  —  we  have  the  Leg- 
horns, Minorcas,  and  Andalusians.  The  Min- 
orcas lay  a  large  fine  egg,  and,  if  properly 
handled,  plenty  of  them  —  but  are  they  bus- 
iness egg  machines?  The  Andalusians  also 
are  prolific  layers,  but  if  we  breed  tliem  to 
perfection,  is  the  demand  sufticient  to  justify 
their  being  kept  for  profit?  AVe  are  forced  to 
fall  back  on  the  Leghorns.  Here  we  have 
truly  egg  machines  —  can  they  be  beaten  in 
this  quality?  The  choice  of  the  entire  family 
is  probably  the  White,  Brown  or  Buft".  It 
matters  little  which  we  select — it  is  a  fancy; 
admirers  of  each  claim  superiority.  Person- 
ally, I  consider  the  White  the  choice.  Are 
they  popular?  Yes  —  almost  as  much  so  astlic 
I'lyniouth  Rocks.  They  are  well  distributed 
throughout  the  country.  The  public  has 
adopted  them,  aud  the  demand  for  them  has 
been,  is  and  always  will  be  strong.  Any  per- 
son who  cannot  make  money  out  of  eggs,  and 
keeps  While,  Brown  or  Butt"  Leghorns,  does 
not  deserve  to  be  called  an  egg  farmer.  They 
are  active,  healthy,  beautiful  and  profitable. 
Does  any  other  breed  combine  more  good 
qualities? 

Their  enemies,  and  they  have  some,  call 
them  spring  and  summer  layers.  They  will 
lay  as  strong  in  the  dead  of  winter  as  any 
breed,  if  properly  housed.  Being  a  closely 
feathered  variety,  they  need  warm  quarters. 
Keep  them  shut  up  all  winter  in  a  house  where 
the  water  never  freezes  in  the  pans ;  feed  them 
liberally  and  keep  them  busy,  and  they  will 
lay  continuously  ;  aud  when  spring  comes  and 
the  warmer  air  permits  them  to  run  out  they 
will,  like  all  other  breeds,  increase  their  egg 
yield,  but  in  greater  proportion.  They  are 
the  fit  mates  for  the  I'lyniouth  Rocks  for  egg 
production.  Being  a  non-sitting  -v  ariety,  they 
continue  the  laying  when  the  Plymouth  Bocks 
become  broody. 

The  greatest  objection  to  the  Leghorn  is  said 
to  be  its  small  carcass  for  market  purposes. 
This  is  hardly  an  ol)jection  except  to  those 
who  demand  size  and  weight  alone.  As  the 
chicks  grow  very  rapidly  and  are  very  active, 
they  can  be  made  to  dress  as  fine  a  broiler  for 
sweet  fine  grained  meat  as  any  breed  known  — 
and  at  the  earliest  broiler  season.  As  roasters 
there  is  nothing  better  than  a  well  fatted  three- 
pound  Leghorn  cockerel. 

To  conclude,  therefore,  we  may  consider 
that  the  great  l)usiness  team  of  all  the  breeds 
is  the  Plymouth  Rock  and  the  Leghorn.  This 
combination  is  based  on  public  demands.  If 
we  wish  to  make  money  out  of  jioultry  we 
must  keep  what  is  in  the  greatest  demand, 
and  I  have  yet  to  meet  the  breeder  who  has 
produced  too  many  Plymouth  Rocks  or  Leg- 
horns to  meet  this  demand.  — E.  O.  Roessle, 
in  Country  Gentleman. 


"Here,  wifey  (hie),  I've  got  'leven  turkeys 
for  you."  "Eleven  turkeys!  What  do  you 
mean?  There  is  only  one."  "  There  must  be 
'leven,  wifey  (hie),  for  I  fell  down  'leven 
times,  and  every  time  I  found  a  turkey."— ^x. 


DECKER'S  NOVELTY  LEG  BANDS, 

tor  poultrv  ami  pigcuns.  SScts.  per 
do2.;40  els.  lor  two  doz.;  S1.25  per 
100.  Fourycarsin  use.  Adopted  by 
I  poidtry  a&so"ns.    Also.  Decker's 
'  iinriva'lleil  Ineuluitor  Therniome- 
ter,  $1.  Beats  every  tiling.  Send  for 
cir.  giving  particulars  aud  testi- 
niouials.   Box  containing  six  sam- 
ples (as'rt'd  sizes)  sent  free.  Send 
stamp  for  postase.       W.  J.  DECKER  &  Co., 

 CressltiU.  N.  J. 

TESTIMONIALS  BY  THEYiRD! 

We  have  "testimonials  by  the  yard'  | 
*roni  users  3f  the  Premier  Cteen 

Bone  Cutter.  A  ehild  ean  run  it. 
Self-cleaner;  durable.  Circular  FREE- 

P.  A.Webster,  Cazenovia,  N.Y 


Beautiful, 
Practical, 
Profitable. 

TIh'so  tliruu  points  are  t-ombiiied  in  the 

PEKIN  DUCKS 

bred  on  tlie  Atlantic  Farm.  The  records  arc 
proof  of  the  asserlion. 

BEAUTIFUL, 

because  of  the  many  blue  ribbons  they  have  won 
atsucli  shows  as  Bostou,  New  York,  and  Wash- 
ington. 

PRACTICAL, 

because  tliey  have  prmUiced  this  season  JS.MIIl 
ducklings. 

PROFITABLE, 

because  the  ducklings  are  thriftv,  consequently 
there  is  but  a  slight  loss :  grow  quickly  and  are  soon 
couvei'ied  into  cash.  The  cream  of  these  tiioii- 
sands  are  reserved  for  breeders;  the  skim  nnik  is 
for  the  bulcbi  r>.  l>o  you  want  the  benefit  of 
these  careful  silcctions?  If  so  they  are  yours  at 
reasonable  (u  icrs,  aud  satisfaction  guaranteed. 

Ar  J.  HALLOCK, 

SPEONK,  I..  I.,  N.  T. 


COCKERELS!  CHEAP! 

Will  sell  200  breeding  and  exhibition  cockerels  at 
very  rea^-onable  ]nices  during  Oct.  and  Nov.;  aNo 
cocliS,  lieus,  and  pullets,  IJarred  and  White  i'lvmoulh 
Rocks,  S.  C.  Brown  and  White  I.egllol■n^,  silver 
W'yauuottes  and  rekiu  Ducks.  Stamp  for  circular. 

E.  C.  PORTER, 

Chadwicks,  N.  T. 


GANGER 


S.J  J?£  E  r>  ;i  t  3rl  O IVI E 

Nol'iilii.  KookMaUed  FREE, 
MASON  CO.,  5.53  A,  lltlh  Ave.,  K.  V. 


BROILERS  FOR  PROFIT,  50  cents. 

Piofifable  Voullry  Farming;,  25  cents. 

A  l.iviiiK  From  Poultry,  25  cents. 

A  F<'w  Hens,  monthly,  one  yr.  35  cents. 
All  the  above  for  SI.OO.  Address 
MICHAEL,  K.  B0\1':K,  Hainmonton,  N.  J. 


TheLongViiivvPoultryi 

VlTS^-'Yards:  Hyattsv1lle,Md.;U 


^ards 


Stock  and  Egos  Always  For  Saue.  Incubator  Eggs^ 
HANDSOME  Catalogue  For  2ct.  Stamp  ADDRESS 
LongVilw  Poultrv  Yards- 
OFFlCt:  917  F  ST  N.W.WASHINGTON.D.C.^ 


BLACK     AND  WHITE. 

At  Utica,  N.  Y.,  in  strong  compelili.m,  my  birds 
won  lour  first,  five  second,  three  thiid.  live  lonrih 
iiri/es.  J.  W.  DOIII), 

Turin,  IV.  Y. 


For  the  only  i>errect 
Incubator  iliailc. 
/■V,/V/A/    ];<'p,iul  to 
\..nr    nc;iii-l  Kail- 


si  ; 


crl.-i 


l;.  Th 


hnest 

INCIBATOR  CATALOGUK 

ever  issui'rl  niaile<l  fri-c  if  you 
wrile  ami  uieiit  ion  llii~  |,:ii.cr. 
PETALUMA  INCUP.ATOK  <  <>., 

l*etalniiia,  Cal. 


NIAGARA  FARM'S 


BIG  OFFER 
1896  HATCH. 

.iilis,  T,.  ]!r:ilinias. 


While  Wvandotles.  While  I.i 
Mamniolli  i'ckin  l)Hck~,  om-  hr.  i  Hri-,  oiilv.si  c.-ii'li. 
March  aud  Apiil  halclicd  I'l-Lin  Duel,-,  llic  liol  of 
breedi-rs  for  IWIN,  SI  imcIi.  I'lairic  Male  Incnbalo]', 
new  1««;  model,  only  c.-isli.  A  Iso  all  olher  poultry 
supiilies  in  gener.al.  Trv  us  anil  he  pleased. 
W.  K.  CUIITISS Jii  to. .  liansoniville,  JJ.  Y. 


INCUBATORS  on  TRIAL 


Don't  be 
•cause  everyoi 
■St  nuicbim's 
111  CIS.  for 


humbuggi 
i>lH'  has  tl" 
(HI  paper 
r  largi 


fidly  illnslrated  valualilc 
pi)inter  Catalogue  before 
Ijuyiug.  Address 
Flower  City  Incubator  k 
Brooder  Co.,  Rochester,  N,Y, 
(Mention  this  jj.aperj. 


Largest  Duck  Ranch  in  the  west  — ir;0  acres. 
3,000  selected  early  hatched  breeders  for  sale. 

Wliite  Limestone  Grit,  100  lb.  sack,  60  cts. 
Superior  Cut  Clover,  50  lb.   sack,  SI. 00. 
FAIKACBES  FARM,  Joliet,  Illinois. 
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A  RM-  Pout,  t  r  v 
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Tho  IJ 


St  Ducks  —  Whore  to  Kafse 
Thoni. 


lu  fjuotius:  Mr.  #amii<'l  I'lisliman  on  this 
theme  jou  openevl  up  a  question  that  ileserves 
UK>re  tliau  a  casual  remark  from  one  —  how- 
ever cx[>erl.  Three  years  ago  Mr.  John  Brett 
-Ti  !  some  Rouens,  and  it  was  with  great 
.  : »  that  1  i-ouM  induce  those  iuteresteil 
iu  ducks  to  see  any  merit  in  the  breed,  though 
many  aduiittoil  that  they  were  very  superior 
to  Kouons  generally  seen  at  the  shows.  I  held 
that  J»oueus  were  cheaper  to  rai^e,  l>etter  in 
flavor,  would  lay  more  and  larger  eggs,  would 
mature  more  tjuickly,  aud  were  not  as  rattle- 
brained ;is  the  Pekiiis  —  and  this  w;is  entirely 
too  much  for  those  wedded  in  various  ways  to 
the  white  birds.  Before  going  beyond  the 
verbal.  I  thought  I  would  see  whether  climate 
or  other  conditions  iu  any  way  alfected  these 
matters;  but  now,  after  tests,  I  am  convinced 
that  all  I  s:iid  can  ea>ily  be  demonstnited  and 
provetl,  and  if  of  sutticieut  interest  I  would 
try  to  convince  any  champion  of  the  Pekius 
(if  rvally  open  to  conviction!  that  as  all  the 
reasons  ailvanceil  are  major  and  must  out- 
weigh the  minor,  color  of  feathers,  "  no  need 
of  swimming  water,"  etc. 

A  flock  of  imported  Roueus  has  from  April 
to  date  laid  more  and  larger  eggs  thau  a  flock 
of  Pekins  of  the  most  valued  blood  four  times 
its  size.  This  same  flock  has  lived  in  the 
marshes  and  lakes,  leaving  morning  feed  and 
seldom  touching  evening  food,  whilst  the 
Pekins  cleared  twice  as  much  proportionately, 
and  after  visiting  the  Kuueu  yard  for  more, 
would  need  to  be  driven  away  where  natural 
duck  fo<nl  was  in  plenty.  Therefore  they 
were  cheafH?r  to  raise. 

.\s  to  lietter  flavor — the  proof  of  the  pud- 
ding applies  in  this  ca>e,  and  when  once 
Kouen  is  tried,  "  guaninteed  not  fed  on  tish  " 
will  not  be  enough  to  get  a  sale  for  Pekins,  aud 
^ood  stewards  already  know  that  the  Kouens 
are  more  gamey.  As  to  maturity  —  I  now 
have  Pekins  and  Roueus  of  diflerent  ages,  that 
came  out  of  their  eggs  the  same  day,  and  if 
seeing  is  not  believing,  the  scales  will  prove 
that  there  is  a  steady  gain  in  favor  of  the 
Rouens  from  seven  days  to  ten  weeks,  and  at 
eight  weeks  it  is  an  average  of  about  four  to 
ten  ounces.  Conditions  —  feeding  chances, 
alike  in  each  ca^e. 

To  be  less  rattle-brained  may  not  seem 
important,  but  when  entering  an  inclosure 
where  there  are  one  thousand  Pekins  that 
make  a  dash,  sometimes  to  the  injury  of  some, 
and  always  to  the  wear  aud  tear  dctrinient^il 
of  the  entire  flock,  aud  follow  this  by  a  visit  to 
the  Kouens,  that  will  come  close  up,  enter  or 
leave  enclosure  at  wave  of  band,  and  are  too 
level  headed  aud  deep  in  keel  to  go  ou  a 
lightning  scramble,  it  leads  to  inquiry.  If  all 
this  is  so,  aud  I  am  convinced  of  it,  then 
where  are  our  duck  breeders  bound  for? 
Surely  they  are  not  "utility"  men. —  Kdvvix 
II.  MiiuKis.  in  American  Fancier. 


.\u  Incubator  Party. 

An  inc-ul>:itor  party  will  be  the  newest  thing 
in  eutert:iiiiments  when  Vanity  Fair  turns 
toward  town  again.  The  farm  and  the  draw- 
ing room  will  be  joineil  in  a  festive  bond  of 
union  for  so<'iety's  delectation. 

This  interest  of  the  fair  ones  in  barnyard 
affairs  is  not  new.  The  ladies  of  the  French 
court,  bef(>re  the  first  revolution,  were  fasci- 
nated by  the  delights  of  rural  life.  The  beau- 
ties of  the  reigns  of  the  later  Louises  delighted 
to  be  painted  iu  the  role  of  Dresden  shep- 
herdesses and  Watteau  milkmaids.  The  Petit 
Trianon  was  turned  into  an  Arcady,  and  even 
nature  herself  was  patched  and  powdered 
with  the  afi'ectations  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

And  now  comes  a  second  return  to  nature,  or 
rather  nature  comes  into  the  drawing  room 
armed  artiticialiy  with  a  "chicken  hatcher" 
to  delight  milady.  About  twenty-three  days 
before  the  hatching  party  is  given,  the  eggs  are 
put  into  the  incubator,  and  begin  the  treatment 
aflVjrded  by  that  njec  hauical  mother.  At  the 
appointed  time  the  guests  are  duly  invited  to 
-see  the  result.  Asiile  from  the  fact  that  the 
hatching  of  chickens  has  become  a  fad,  though 
as  yet  a  fledgling  fad,  tlie  phenomenon  is  really 
interesting.  The  egu',  afte'r  lying  in  the  incu- 
bator subjected  to  iw  degrees  oif  heat  for  the 
proper  numlier  of  days,  is  suddenly  seen  to 
move.  .\  slight  tap  is  heard,  then  "another. 
A  small  crack  appears  on  the  surface  of  the 
shell.  This  crack  rapiilly  widens,  when,  as  if 
influenceil  by  some  magician's  wand,  the  egg 
falls  apart  aiid  a  chick  makes  its  bow  to  the 
world.  —  A/xnsey'.-',  October. 

E.\aetly '.  That's  just  the  way  it  happens. 
We  greatly  fear  this  will  be  a  short  lived  fad. 
After  foUowing  instructions  as  outlined  above 


"milady  "  will  be  under  the  painful  ncccs.-ity 
of  providing  some  other  form  of  amusement 
for  her  guests  while  waiting  the  culmination. 
We  would  suggest  that  she  have  them  .-it 
around  the  room  kicking  their  heels  together 
and  singing,  "We  won't  go  home  till  morning." 

Incubator  parties  are  not  by  any  means  now. 
There  have  been  some  thousands  of  such  quiet 
little  gatherings  in  recent  years.  .\  careful 
poll  of  those  who  engineered  them  would 
probably  reveal  the  fact  that  this  is  one  of  the 
entertainments  people  never  try  the  second 
time.  If  "milady '"  is  shrewd,  aud  wise  in  her 
generation  she  will  arrange  with  some  expert 
to  provide  the  amusement  at  the  proper  time, 
and  we  hope  the  expert  will  make  something 
out  of  it.  Some  of  the  operators  in  the  vicini- 
ties of  the  large  cities  should  keep  this  fad  in 
mind  and  embr.ue  the  opportunity  to  turn  a 
few  pennies  while  it  lasts.  If  "milady  "  really 
wants  to  provide  such  amusement,  she  will 
not  be  niggardly  in  recompensing  one  who 
can  make  her  entertainment  something  of  a 
sufce.ss,  and  some  duck  or  broiler  men  might 
make  this  society  whim  pay  them  w  ell.  I'hc 
thing  is  worth  watching. 


Food  Notes. 

Wrillcn  for  Kahm-Pocltry. 

Cereals  are  the  footls  best  adapted  for  fowls. 
They  give  a  large  amount  of  nutrition  in  small 
bulk,  and  are  easily  preserved. 

Wheat  contains  the  largest  amount  of  nitrog- 
enous substances,  per  cent.  Rye  contains 
the  greatest  amount  of  carbonates,  (>S  percent," 
oats  the  greatest  amount  of  fat,  IC  per  cent, 
and  cellulose  11  per  cent.  [Mr.  Meersch  is 
clearly  an  "  anti-corn  "man. —  En.] 

The  legumes,  beans,  pe.is,  etc.,  surpass  all 
seeds  iu  the  <iuantity  of  albumen  they  contain. 
They  contain  also  much  sulphur,  phosphorous 
and  other  salts,  and  hence  constitute  a  highly 
nourishing  food,  but  not  so  easily  digested  as 
other  grain. 

Various  roots  are  valuable  for  chickens, 
particularly  so  for  the  amount  of  starch  they 
furnish.  The  most  common  is  the  potato, 
which  when  cooked  makes  an  easily  digested 
food.  Owing  to  the  vegetable  acid  in  the 
potato  it  is  valuable  as  a  preventive  of  scurvy 
and  other  blood  diseases. 

Green  vegetables  are  valuable  as  food,  not  so 
much  for  the  per  cent  of  nourishment  they 
contain, for  it  is  small,  but  for  their  important 
organic  salts.  They  supply  especially  the  salts 
of  potash. 

Fruits  are  valuable  for  the  same  reasons. 
They  contain  but  a  small  (juantity  of  nutritive 
food,  but  pron)ote  intestinal  action.  When 
given  to  e.vcess,  unripe  fruit  sets  up  an 
intestinal  irritation,  which  must  be  avoided. 

Poughkeepsic,  X.  Y.      A.  V.  Mkkrsch. 


New  Breeds. 

The  agitation  regarding  new  breeds  con- 
tinues, and  the  standard  committee  of  the 
American  Poultry  Association  has  just  held  a 
session  where,  after  loug  deliberations,  the 
following  new  varieties  were  recommended 
for  a<lmission  :  Ancotia,  White  Indian  Game, 
Light  and  Dark  Brahma  Bantams,  Buff  Laced 
Polish  Bantam,  and  Indian  Runner  duck.  .V 
number  of  other  varieties  made  application 
for  admission,  but  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee voted  against  them.  Among  them  was 
the  White  AVouder,  which  was  petitioned  for 
by  the  longest  petition  ever  presented  for  a 
new  breed ;  but  on  account  of  its  supposed 
resemblance  to  the  White  Wyandotte,  its 
admission  was  refused.  That  good  and 
sufficient  reasons  can  be  given  for  admitting 
the  Light  and  Dark  Brahma  Bantams  ami 
decliiiing  the  White  Wonders,  uuist  not  be 
questioned.  To  be  sure  the  last  named  is  one 
of  the  best  of  all  new  breeds,  is  well  estab- 
lished, has  had  a  place  in  Xevv  England  for  the 
past  fifteen  years,  and  ranks  among  the  best, 
while  the  bantams  are  bantams  ami  nothing 
more;  yet  the  wisdom  of  the  standard  makers 
places  faucy  beyond  utility,  distances  useful 
and  valuable  breeds,  while  endorsing  the  use- 
less, and  so  increases  the  disgust  which  lovers 
of  the  poultry  industry  as  an  industry  must 
feel  for  fads  and  fad  hunters.  The  standard 
has  exerted  a  mighty  influence  for  good,  but 
there  is  need  today  that  utility  be  given  a  more 
prominent  place.— J/«i7ie  Fanner. 


I  Cnameline  I 

I  ^TheModern  STOVE  POLISH.  I 

^1     Produces  a  JET  BLACK  enamel  gloss.  Dustless,  Odorless,  Labor 
|H     Saving.  5  and  10  cent  boxes.  Try  it  on  your  Cycle  Chain. 
M  J.  L.  PRESCOTT  &  CO..  NEW  YORK.  W 

I  >o  "V^oix  Iiiteiicl  to  ^ho>^^ 

or  stal  l  ill  llic  iinullrv  business  lllis  fall?  If  so,  buy  now.  We  can  ^ivp  vou  lai'jrcr  ami  hctlc-r  binis  now  for 
tin-  same  iiiouey  tliaii  laier  in  tlie  season.   We  never  had  a  bettei'  lot  of  choice  liealthy  birds  than  this  year. 


Kemeuiber 


GOBURN'S 


Barred  Plym.  Rocks 

and  White  Wyandottes 


are  always  as  represented,  and  are  pnaranleed  to  give  satisfaction  or  money  refunded.  Send  for  oirciilnr  n'w- 
in- .les.-i  iption  of  yard^all<l  si. .>■!<.        Address,  F.  A.  P.  COHIIKN, 

B-759  Stevens  St..  Lowell,  Mass. 


FARMERS 


REDUCE  the  Price  of  Your  Insurance 

by  rootiu"  your  building  witli  our  COSSDSATED 

IRON  AND  STEEL  ROOFING. 

No  more  Ores  Erom  defective  fines,  where  the  chi  nney 
'passes  throuRh  the  roof,  or  from  s[)iirks  fnllineupon  the 
roof.   Cheaper  than  shintiles.  because  the  first  cost  is  no 
greater  while  the  Iftstiiii;  (luiilitiesnre  double.    A  GOOD 
CORRUCATED  STEEL  ROOF  cts.  per  square 

foot.  AbuilJint:  roofed  with  iron  or  steel  is  entitled  to  IU- 
same  rate  per  thousand  of  in..urance  as  one  which  is 
roofed  with  slate— the  diflerence  in  first  cost  is  in 
favor  of  iron  and  steel. 
1         For  circulars,  prices  and  estimates,  address 

<i-^  The  Berlin  Iron  Bridge  Co., 

EAST  BERLIN,  CONNECTICUT 


A  Poultry  Library  Free 

■\Ve  lake  pleasure  in  announciup  that  we  have  made  arrangements  whereby  we  can  give  free  to  any  one  wlio 
subscribes  lo  FAitM-PorLXity,  and  sends  us  at  once  fitL^O,  ibe  following: 

One  year.  .lOc.;  the  four  roiiiti  y  Keeper  lUu>lr;iiors.  Sl.oo,  (inioe  of  e.icli  J-m-.)  :  The  Inlor-SIate  Poultrynian 
one  vear.  A  Few  Hen.-;,  one  ve;ir.  •_''»(■. :  toi;il  S-'.'2'>.  an<i  a  wonderful  ui'»nev\s  wortli  at  that  price;  lint 
we  Klve  Ibis  worth  of  jioull  ly  lileralui-e  free  iu  order  to  jret  new  sul)scrihers  lo  KAKM-roULTHV.  When 
one  hiis  Fakm-I'OULTKY  auit  tliis  library  I  bey  neeii  iiotliiu;;  more  e.\eep1  '*  lo  make  a  successful  poultry 

raiser.  The  Poultry  Keeper  puuiicat ions  ai-e  \\  ilbnul  a  peer,  beiu^  all  edited  by  1*.  II.  Jacobs,  wliose  name  is 
known  the  world  over  as  a  walking  dictioiuiry  nu  poultry  subjects. 

Is  edited  by  Mr.  M.  K.  Hoyer,  than  whom  there  is  no  belter  author  on  market  jjonltry  raisinp.  The  Poultry 
Keeper  Is  printed  monthly,  ■id  jiai^es  and  in  colors.  Illiislralor  .No.  1  has  oyer  HKI  illustrations  of  I'oullrv 
Houses.  Inciibator>.  Hrondcr.-.  ('oii|is,  Nesw,  <-ic.  You  cannot  such  another  book  for  S-'i(l.  It  does  no"l 
exist.  Illust ratio-  No.  ■.'  has  over  711  ilhisl  r.u  Ions  iicrlaiiiiiii;  lu  Artulcial  1  ih'iiIkH  ion.  Itaisiiifr  of  (;liieks.  Broil- 
ers, EfTits.  etc.,  .iiiil  like  No.  I.  lis  e^iii.il  cmuiimI  i.c  li:id  for  #'>ii.  Illiisli:il..r  No.  ;(  is  a  resiilar  dictionary  of 
Diseases  and  I'eciiliaiilies  ,,f  I'oiiliry  an. 1  Uciiiedie^.  No  olher  like  il  ore.|iial  toil.  Illustrator  No.  4  eonlaiiis 
Deseriptioiisof  lin-cds.  How  to  .IndKe  for  I'oinls.  Matin;.',  elc-.  Think  of  it.  this  library  free  to  any  one  sendiiiK 
us  for  I-"Al!>l-l'oi  i,ri!Y.   Send  all  orders  for  the  uboyo  to  lis. 

I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,    22  Custom  House  St.,    BOSTON,  MASS. 


ET  READY  for 

^  GOOD  TIMES.  ^ 


Put  your  Poultry  on  a  paying  basis. 
Get  new  blood  in  your  flock.  Take 
your  f^ick  of  my  high-scoring  Ply- 
mouth Rocks,  Wyandottes,  Leghorns, 
Black  Minorcas,  Light  Brahmas  and 
Black  Langshans, 

flt  Clearance  Sale  Prices. 

Both  youngsters  and  this  season's  breed- 
ing stock  are  offered.  Let  me  send  you 
my  price  list.  It  costs  you  nothing,  and 
it  will  show  you  some  genu-ine  bargains. 


JAS.  A.  LIIMIVJ, 


Box  10 


SPRINGFIELD,  OHIO. 
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Karm- Poultry 


October  IS 


A  AVestern  Poultryman  in 
New  England. 

■Written  tor  Farm-Poui,try. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  several  times  of  late 
that  Farm-Poultry  readers  might  like  to 
know  how  the  conditions  in  New  England 
appear  to  western  eyes,  and  what  a  western 
poultryman  proposes  to  do  here. 

I  had  expected  to  come  to  New  England  in 
January  last,  but  was  unable  to  be  here  before 
April  1st.  Then  it  was  necessary  to  look  up  a 
location,  and  I  found  this  much  more  tire- 
some than  I  had  supposed  it  would  be.  I 
wanted  a  house  of  six  or  seven  rooms  con- 
venient to  steam  and  electric  cars,  with  at  least 
half  an  acre  of  ground,  stable,  hen-house,  and 
no  objection  to  a  little  fruit  and  an  opportunity 
for  garden.  There  are  plenty  of  such  places 
here,  but  very  few  of  them  for  rent  in  desira- 
ble locations  or  at  prices  I  could  aflbrd  to  pay. 
After  six  weeks  of  house  hunting  I  found  the 
place  we  now  occupy — in  many  respects  the 
ideal  place  for  a  small  poultry  plant.  In  fact, 
it  could  be  used  for  a  large  plant,  and  would 
carry  more  stock  than  most  poultrymen  have: 
there  is  about  four  acres  in  what  I  have  of  it, 
and  that  is  nearly  twice  as  much  ground  as  I 
had  in  Colorado,  where  I  wintered  five  hun- 
dred to  seven  hundred  fowls,  and  raised  from 
twelve  hundred  to  sixteen  hundred  chicks  per 
year.  There  are  two  poultry  houses  ou  the 
place,  one  forty  feet  long,  fourteen  feet  wide 
at  the  ground  and  twelve  feet  wide  at  the  roof. 
This  house,  as  may  be  judged  from  the  dimen- 
sions given,  has  a  slanting  or  inclined  front.  I 
think  this  is  one  of  the  worst  possible  ways  to 
build  a  house;  but  it  is  here,  and  I  am  not 
going  to  put  money  in  improvements  ou  a 
rented  place.  The  house  is  built  of  matched 
boards  for  the  sides,  and  has  a  shingle  roof, 
which  is  much  too  flat,  and  in  a  heavy  rain 
leaks  like  a  sieve.  It  is  divided  into  five  com- 
partments. The  other  house  is  built  with  a 
semi-monitor  top,  is  also  of  matched  boards, 
but  has  roof  covered  with  tarred  paper  — 
where  the  wind  and  weather  have  not  taken 
the  paper  away.  The  last  house  mentioned 
has  four  pens,  each  ten  by  twelve,  and  a 
passage  way  three  feet  wide  through  the 
middle— the  pens  back  of  the  walk  being  lighted 
from  tlie  upper  windows.  The  two  houses 
face  the  southwest,  and  are  situated  in  a  very 
sheltered  nook,  where  they  get  about  all 
there  is  of  the  winter  sun,  and  are  protected 
from  cold  winds.  These  houses  are  poor  in 
the  sense  that  they  are  very  poorly  constructed, 
but  they  are  in  a  very  warm,  sheltered  place, 
and  I  am  going  to  use  them  just  as  they  are, 
but  use  in  connection,  in  some  of  the  pens  at 
least,  an  interior  roosting  house  such  as  I 
described  as  in  use  on  the  Reliable  Poultry 
Farm,  (F.-P.,  June  1). 

iMy  stock  at  present  consists  of  fifteen  Bull' 
Leghorn  hens,  six  cocks  of  the  same  breed,  a 
few  July  chicks,  and  two  dozen  White  Wyan- 
dotte hens.  Inside  roosting  houses  will  be 
placed  over  the  roosts  and  platforms  in  the 
pens  occupied  by  the  Leghorns,  and  will  be 
used  for  the  Wyandottes  also,  if  I  find  they 
need  them.  The  yards  arc  somewhatirregular 
in  shape  —  will  probably  average  about  thirty 
by  fifty  feet  in  dimensions.  They  are  small, 
but  large  enough  for  the  number  of  fowls  I 
have  in  them  —  four  or  five  Leghorns  in  a  yard, 
and  eight  Wyandottes  to  a  yard. 

In  Colorado  none  of  the  food  used  was  pro- 
duced on  the  place,  but  here  I  have  been  able 
in  a  few  months  and  at  a  trifling  expense  in 
money  and  labor,  to  provide  a  good  deal  of  the 
food  for  the  winter.  Indeed,  some  of  it  has 
been  provided  unintentionally,  as  the  potato 
supply,  which  was  intended  for  family  use, 
but  is  fit  only  for  fowls  or  hogs.  I  am  not  a 
farmer,  and  felt  quite  chagrined  over  the 
failure  of  my  crop  of  potatoes;  and  you  may 
be  sure  my  estimate  of  my  agricultural  skill 
went  up  considerably  when  I  found  a  great 
many  experienced  potato  gi'owers  no  better  off 
than  myself.  Some  poultrymen  use  potatoes 
freely  as  food  for  fowls.  I  did  for  one  winter, 
but  with  very  unsatisfactory  results.  They 
seemed  to  me  much  more  fattening  than  corn. 
I  never  fed  anything  that  seemed  to  take  the 
life  out  of  hens  and  make  them  sluggish  as  a 
regular  daily  breakfast  composed  lai-gely  of 
potatoes  would.  I  visited  a  plant  once  where 
both  potatoes  and  corn  were  fed  more  freely 
than  I  could  approve.  The  persons  in  charge 
professed  to  be  satisfied  with  results,  but  after 
glancing  into  the  nest  boxes  and  noting  the 


condition  of  the  hens,  pullets,  and  old  males, 
I  concluded  that  they  were  getting  just  such 
results  as  I  would  expect  from  such  diet  — 
results  which  would  not  suit  me  at  all.  Pota- 
toes will  be  fed  sparingly  and  irregularly. 
Besides  potatoes  I  have  some  bushels  of  tur- 
nips, parsnips  and  carrots,  some  sweet  corn 
that  ripened  before  we  could  use  it  on  the 
table,  and  quite  a  lot  of  millet.  The  millet 
will  furnish  scratching  litter  and  feed  at  the 
same  time.  Some  of  it  was  put  in  the  floors 
about  two  weeks  ago.  There  is  enough  of  it  to 
keep  the  floors  all  heavily  littered  from  now 
until  next  June  or  July,  and  have  feed  where 
the  fowls  can  get  it  any  time  by  working  for 
it.  With  this  supply  of  millet  at  hand,  two 
feeds  per  day  is  all  my  fowls  will  need,  though 
for  the  sake  of  variety  they  will  get  a  lig^t 
feed  of  oats,  either  dry  or  boiled,  occasionally 
at  noon,  and  in  very  cold  weather  will  be 
given  wheat  at  noon  and  cracked  corn  at  night. 

For  green  food  I  have  cabbages  and  clover  — 
red  and  white  mixed  —  cured  to  preserve  the 
green  color.  Taken  all  in  all,  my  feed  bill  will 
not  be  very  heavy  this  winter. 

From  what  I  have  seen  of  cows  in  this 
vicinity,  and  from  what  1  know  of  the  prices 
of  milk  and  butter,  and  of  hay,  I  am  not  at  all 
surprised  that  so  many  people  here  consider 
hens  more  profitable  than  cows.  At  the  same 
time,  from  what  I  know  of  like  things  in  the 
west,  I  think  people  there  do  well  to  be 
skeptical  as  to  the  hens  being  more  profitable. 
In  Colorado  I  kept  from  two  to  five  good  cow  s, 
raised  the  heifer  calves,  and  made  a  good  thing 
of  it.  Here,  after  debating  the  question  for 
some  time,  I  had  concluded  not  to  keep  a  cow 
at  all.  Milk  and  butter  are  about  the  same 
prices  in  both  localities,  but  hay  costs  three 
times  as  much  here  as  it  did  there.  There  is 
abundance  of  feed  on  the  place  for  a  cow,  but 
I'll  sell  the  hay  and  let  the  young  chickens 
have  the  run  of  the  grass. 

Breeding  operations  did  not  amount  to  much 
this  year.  My  Leghorn  hens  had  been  laying 
since  early  last  winter,  and,  brought  here  in 
May,  were  in  no  condition  for  breeding  vigor- 
ous chicks.  I  set  some  eggs,  and  the  results 
were  on  a  par  with  what  I  used  to  get  from 
boughten  eggs  generally,  and  from  unaccli- 
mated  stock.  Of  the  first  fourteen  eggs  set 
only  one  hatched.  This  chick  is  a  cockerel 
that  at  three  months  of  age  would  dress  a 
good  two  and  a  half  pounds.  From  forty  eggs 
set  about  two  weeks  later  thei'e  hatched  eleven 
chicks,  five  of  which  died  before  the  hen 
weaned  them.  Of  the  remaining  six,  three 
are  cockerels  and  three  pullets.  The  cockerels 
are  strong  and  of  good  size ;  the  pullets,  though 
apparently  healthy,  are  very  small.  From 
another  lot  of  fifteen  eggs  set  the  latter  part 
of  July,  only  two  chicks  hatched.  A  number 
of  people  here  have  told  me  that  August  and 
September  chicks  would  do  well  here.  That 
is  contrary  to  the  teachings  of  F.-P.  —  and  as 
I  look  at  these  broiler-size  chicks  of  mine  and 
at  the  brood  of  five  one  of  the  Wyandotte 
hens  brought  in  from  the  garden  the  other 
day,  I  say  :  Late  chicks!  "  No ;  thank  you. 
Squire,  I  don't  want  any  in  mine." 

There  have  been  but  two  downright  sick 
fovwls  so  far.  One  hen  died  shorlly  after  com- 
ing here,  and  another  became  paralyzed  while 
passing  an  egg,  and  could  not  stand  on  her 
feet  for  over  two  weeks.  Then  in  handling 
her,  (just  as  she  was  beginning  to  get  about 
again) ,  I  hurt  one  hock  joint  and  she  had  to 
go  back  to  the  coop  and  stay  there  for  over  a 
month.  She  is  out  in  the  yard  again  now, 
(limping  and  a  little  pale) ,  but  will  pull  through 
all  right.  The  males  have  all  been  remark- 
ably rugged,  and  as  said  in  the  article  on  accli- 
mation, I  consider  this  due  to  the  fact  that 
they  have  never  been  allowed  free  intercourse 
with  large  flocks  of  hens.  There  is  a  point 
of  interest  in  this  connection  that  I  wish  some 
other  breeders  who  mate  in  pairs  or  small 
pens  would  give  us  a  little  talk  about.  It  is 
generally  supposed  that  a  cock  mated  to  a 
small  number  of  hens  will  worry  them.  Last 
year /OM?- was  the  largest  number  of  females 
I  had  in  a  breeding  pen,  and  in  most  pens  I 
had  but  one  or  two,  yet  I  had  not  a  single 
breeding  hen  with  ragged  back  until  late  in 
the  season,  when  the  feathers  began  to  be  dead 
and  brittle;  and  even  then  none  were  badly 
broken.  The  fear  that  it  would  be  necessary 
10  change  the  males  frequently  to  yards  of 
laying  hens  to  keep  them  from  annoying  their 
mates  almost  kept  me  from  resorting  to  the 


I A  THAYER  HOT  WATER  BROODER  HEATER  | 

X  is  Ih*^  '*  'VT^'W    HrrkTTTP^T;  "  for  Poult  rv.    Thr»  limp  1         Mfi  Tpnrcl  hna  Hnmoncti-'i  ttirl  th^ii-  cnnni-inritT  ♦ 


.  ,o  .he  "NEW  MOTHER"  for  Poultry.  The  time  lesl  (15  years)  has  demonstrated  llieir  superiority. 
^    Building  and  Pipjnj^  Plans  and  prices  ou  application  to 

JOSEPH  BRECK  &  SONS,  47-54  NO.  MARKET  STREET,  or 

THAYER  HEATER  CO.,  33  OLIVER  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS. 
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Favorite 

Recipes  in  the 

Standard 
Cook  Book 

See  Premium  Offers  Below. 

The  Standard  Cook  Book  is  the  prod- 
uct of  many  good  cooks,  the  recipes 
being  selected  from  over  20,000  sub- 
mitted by  experienced  housekeepers 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  in  a  prize 
contest.  Over  1,000  of  the  choicest 
of  these  were  selected  by  competent 
judges.  These  prize  recipes  have  been 
printed  in  a  handsome  book  of  320 
pages,  each  page  5^  inches  wide  by 
7^  inches  long.  Already  over  500,000 
copies  have  been  sold.  No  French 
"  stuffs,"  no  fancy  "  fixin's,"  no  rec- 
ipes from  men  cooks,  in  the  Standard 
Cook  Book.  They  are  all  tested  rec- 
ipes, known  to  be  excellent  for  plain. 
With  this  book  in  hand  it  is  an  easy  matter 

The 


wholesome,  delicious  home  cooking 

to  arrange  a  splendid  variety,  which  is  one  of  the  secrets  of  good  cooking 
book  is  printed  on  good  paper,  and  to  any  housekeeper  is  worth  one  dollar 


ion 


is  an  unrivaled  high- 
class  magazine  of  gen- 
eral and  home  literature.  It  has  over  a  quarter  of  a  million  subscribers.  It 
gives,  on  an  average,  30  pages  monthly,  each  page  11  by  16  inches,  and  a  hand- 
some cover.  It  is  beautifully  and  profusely  illustrated,  and  printed  on  fine 
paper.  For  a  free  sample  copy  address  Woman's  Home  Companion,  147  Nassau 
Street,  New  York  City.  To  get  the  Standard  Cook  Book,  and  Woman's  Heme 
Companion  and  our  paper  one  year,  at  a  great  bargain,  see  offer  below. 

FllB*in  fUSIfl  PsfPsiHp  is  the  monarch  of  the  world's  rural  press, 
fell  IflA  a.illUl  a  H  i&;31U^  it  over  300,000  subscribers.  It  is 
issued  twice  a  month,  and  gives  20  to  24  pages  each  issue,  each  page  11  by  16 
inches.  Its  contributors  on  agricultural  subjects  are  the  best  in  the  land,  while 
the  "  Fireside"  part  of  the  paper  is  devoted  to  the  interests  and  entertainment 
of  the  farmer's  wife  and  family.  For  a  free  sample  copy  address  Farm  and 
Fireside,  Springfield,  Ohio.  To  get  the  Standard  Cook  Book,  and  Farm  and 
Fireside  and  our  paper  one  year,  at  a  great  bargain,  see  offer  below. 

A  GREAT  CLUBBING  AND  PREMIUM  OFFER. 


,j  _^      Fai-m-Poultry,  Semi-^ronthly  one  year,  price 
ISln    Farm  and  Fireside,  S<  iiii-Monthly  one  year,  price 

Woman's  Home  Companion,  one  year,  price 
dCiQ  ■    Standard  Cook  Book,  price 


1.00  ] 
.50  J 
.50  1 
.50  I 


Both  $1.10 
Both  .60 

Only  $1.45 

Address  I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  BOSTON,  MASS. 


AIjUi  four  as  above,  if  ordered  at  one  time. 


$2.50 


we  will  send  postpaid  for 


fall  kinds)  also 
BICYCLES, 
WATCHES, 
SKATES, 

DINNER  SETS,  Etc., 

■with  orders  for  our  Teas, 
CoffeesandSpices.  We^nar- 
antee  the  quality  of  our  goods 
^     andprizes.  targe catalosue, 
^  etc.  FREE,  send  your  address 
at  once  to  FULLER  TEA  CO.,  Hinsdale,  N.  H. 

1880-I>ANH:LS'  black  JAVAS-1897 

and  Hose  Ccunb  While  Le^lioi  Ui-  win  at  tlie  jiroat  Bos- 
ton sliow  ;  also  at  all  llie  si  iilc  ,i  ml  .■<  lu  iit  v  lairs,  scorinjr 
as  hij^li  as  yfi,    Lar,i<e  in  imr  in  -Ii;i|h  .  and  great 

layers.  17  years  a  breeder,  i,.  |  i  i.r  .'ii  .  n  lar.  Eif'ss. 
S2  per  15.  H.  B.  DAN  1 1,1.^.    .  .I..iiii,i,iii'y.  Vr. 

Cures  Tlirongh  the  Pores. 

Rlieunialisni,  Sprains,  Neural- 
gia, Weali  Baclc,  Burns,  Sru-es 
of  all  Iciuds.  All  druggists  or 
by  mail,  'lb  cen  Is. 

J.  Gll'.SOX  13R0WX, 

Dept.  O.  F.   .Jersey  City,  N.  J. 


DB  O.PHELPS  BRPWfS 

HERBAL 
Olfll^MENf 

NATURES  RRiCELESS  MMED-f 


umiiiioieiiCapKaiwaiiiiiii. 

On  one  of  llie  lar.t'est  and  host  e,|uiii)ifd  duck  farms 
in  tlie  counlrv.  The  presi'iil  ImiMiiiL;  -,  li,i\  a  capacity 
of '211,000  ducks  per  year.  W.iuhl  -.■II  a  hair  hnerest,ur 
perhaps  the  whole.      WM.  H.  TltliSLOW, 

Stroiidsburg,  Pa. 


SEE  OUB  fimi  AT  THE  FAIRS. 

Our  exhibit  of  native  wild  animals  will  be 
found  at  nearly  all  State  E'airs  and  will  well 
repay  a  call.  Don't  fail  to  bring  the  children. 
What  they  learn  about  Nature  and  Page 
Feuce  will  pi  ove  of  value  in  years  to  come. 

PAGE  WOVEN  WIRE  FENCE  CO.,  Adrian,Mich. 

Homer  City  Incubators 

and  Brooders 

are  the  best  to  be  had.  Used 
by  leading  poultry  raisers 
all  over  the  world.  Don't 
buy  nnlilyou  get  our  large 
new  catalogue  for  1897. 
Address, 

BlalrsvilleMfg,  Co,,  Incorp. 

Blairsville,  Pa. 

BEST  IJUSINESS  on  earth  for  Agents. 
Non-Explosive  .Safety  Lamp  Burner. 
Sample  Free.  50  other  new  fast  sellers 
Pliuenix  Mfg.  Co.,  Mewark,  N.  J. 
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If  by  the  luiilille  of  M.irv-h.  I 

to  believe,  jiulyiug  frvnn  niy  'T^O  GIVE  MORE  than  is  promised  has  always  been  the  practice  of 

ieuce  with  small  pens,  that  iii  ^^1'                                          -                                                         "^^^  Companion.    The  two  hemispheres  have  been  searched  for 

II    u     11  1  .w"   -   .    1  «                                                      attractive  matter  for  the  volume  for  1898,  and  the  contributors  for  the  year 


sni.-iil  luatiup^ 
Brsihuia  hens  iu.~i 
their  back*  bare 
am  disposal 
liniiletl  experience 

male  fowls  as  generally  handled  the  sexual 
appetite  becomes  abnormally  developed,  and 
in  cvinsequenoe  the  birds  live  a  life  of  sexual 
del>auchery  until  virility  is  impaired  or 
•xhauste*!.  The  males  in  my  small  pens  paid 
comparatively  little  attention  to  their  males.  — 
never  made  themselves  obnoxious;  the  cirgs 
were  highly  fertile,  and  chicks  the  most  uni- 
form and  vigorous  lots  I  ever  mised. 

I  notii*  that  in  this  climate  fowls  moult 
more  rapidly  than  they  did  out  in  the  dry 
country.  It  is  surprising  how  fast  the  new 
feathei-s  grow.  My  thirty-nine  hens  average 
al<out  a  dozen  eggs  a  day,  all  moulting.  Tliey 
are  fetl  in  the  morning  a  mash  of  corn  meal 
and  bran  in  e^iual  parts,  with  a  few  spoonfuls 
of  B.  B.  and  B.  added.  At  noon  every  second 
day  they  get  the  scraps  from  the  house,  and 
about  four  in  the  evening  whole  wheat  thrown 
among  the  millet  stniw.  Of  this  I  feed  a  little 
more  than  they  need,  that  they  may  have 
something  more  than  a  few  grains  of  millet  to 
"stav  their  stomachs"  while  waiting  for  their 
breakf:ists.   I  am  not  now  a  rer»/  early  riser. 

One  thing  which  surprises  me  is,  to  see  so 
many  rough  shanks  on  the  fowls  here.  In 
vouns  chicks  there  is  a  notable  difference  in 
condition  of  legs  and  toes  between  those  ^li^e<l 
on  grass  and  those  on  dry  sandy  soil ;  in  old 
fowls  the  difference  is  hardly  noticeable.  I 
am  inclineil  to  think  it  is  due  to  the  fowls 
here  beins  confined  quite  closely  to  the  houses 
in  the  winter. 

Now.  perhaps  you  would  like  to  know  what 
I  propose  doing  with  my  fowls,  and  something 
of  the  experiments  I  propose  to  make.  When 
I  sold  off  my  stock  last  xvinter  I  kept  a  few  of 
my  I>cst  Buff  Leghorns,  because  1  began  with 
them  four  years  ago  an  experiment  in  breed- 
ing, and  if  I  sold  them  and  bought  eastern 
stock  I  would  have  to  begin  all  over  again.  / 
knoic  just  fiotc  my  stock  is  bred,  and  though 
mv  flock  is  small,  it  is  so  selecte*!  that  I  can  go 
on  breeding  indefinitely  without  introducing 
new  blood  or  inbreeding  closely.  To  make 
assurance  of  this  fact  doubly  sure,  ray  brother 
in  Illinois  has  a  stotk  of  about  the  same  size, 
which  in  genealogical  hi>tory  is  almost  the 
exact  duplicate  of  mine.  From  these  two 
flocks  we  propose  to  breed  Buff  Leghorns  that 
are  not  Stundard,  but  are  Ix-lter.  V\'e  haven't 
got  what  we  want  today — are  not  so  much 
nearer  to  it  than  we  were  two  years  ago, 
because  we  had  to  bring  in  some  new  blood 
which  was  not  what  was  wanted  either  for 
size  or  shape.  I  think  that  breeding  the  Buff 
L^horn  to  the  American  type  is  ruining  it. 
In  the  article  on  "The  I'tility  Standard,"  I 
gave  my  idea  of  a  business  Leghorn,  and  that 
is  the  type  we  are  after.  That  is,  that  type  is 
one  of  the  things  we  are  after;  another  thing 
is  that  I  want  so  see  how  large  I  can  breed 
these  Leghorns  without  bringing  a  diminution 
in  esrff  yield.  I  think  they  can  be  bred  as  large 
as  the  largest  Minorcas.  They  would  then  be 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  like  Buff  Minorcas, 
except  that  skin  and  shanks  would  be  yellow 
— thouirh  if  one  desired  to  do  so,  it  would  not 
be  difficult  to  breed  them  with  willow  legs 
and  a  tolerably  white  skin.  Xow  il  is  not  a 
mere  whim  that  leads  me  to  try  this  experi- 
ment. It  is  because  I  am  as  thoroughly  con- 
vinced as  one  can  \>e  before  a  matter  is  care- 
fullv  tested  that  my  ideal  Buff  Leghorn  will 
be  a  much  better  practical  fowl  than  one 
bred  to  the  present  standard.  1  make  the 
experiment  first  to  satisfy  myself ;  after  that 
I  mav  hope,  perhaps,  to  convince  others.  I 
mention  it  because  I  hope  that  there  may  be 
others  who  would  like  to  modify  the  breed 
with  the  same  end  in  view ;  if  so,  why  not 
pull  together?  To  give  in  full  my  reasons  for 
rejecting  the  accepted  Leghorn  type,  and  pre- 
ferring the  one  indicated,  would  take  too 
much  space  in  an  article  of  this  kind,  but  I  am 
ready  to  give  them  at  any  time  when  wanted. 

Another  thing  I  want  to  collect  data  on  this 
winter,  is  the  question  of  pullets  vs.  hens  for 
eggs.  I  have  to  plead  guilty  to  holding  the 
opinion  that  to  kill  off  hens  at  a  year  and  a  half 
old  is  ira^tej'ul.  I  have  done  it  several  times, 
and  bad  reason  afterwards  to  "  kick"  myself. 
It  must  be  said  that  the  conditions  in  Colorado 
were  different.  Pullets  take  longer  to  mature 
there,  and  the  winters  are,  on  the  whole,  mild ; 
but  I  have  had  pens  of  two  and  three  year  old 


FOR  ALL 

THE 
FAMILY. 


52  TIMES 
A 

YEAR. 


Mr.  Gladstone  has  contributed  aa  Important  article  tor  the  next 
year's  volume  of  The  Companion,  to  be  published 
In  the  \ew  Year's  .\umber. 


attractive 

include  not  only  popular  writers  of  fiction,  but  some  of  the  most  eminent 
Statesmen,  Scientists,  Educators,  Explorers  and  Leaders  of  Industry. 

THe\bulh's 
^mpanion 

The  foUowmg  partial  list  of  contributors  indicates  i:he  strength  and 
attractiveness  of  next  year's  volume : 

Distinguished  Writers. 

Right  Hon,  W.  E.  Gladstone  Hon.  Thomas  B.  Reed  ]^ 

The  Duke  of  Argyll  Hon.  George  F.  Hoar 

Hon.  Henry  Cabot  Lodge  Lillian  Nordica 

Hon.  Justin  .McCarthy,  M.  P.  Prof.  N.  S.  Shaler 

Story  "Tellers. 

Rudyard  Kipling  W.  D.  Howells 

Octave  Thanet  Frank  R.  Stockton 

I.  Zangwill  Mrs.  Burton  Harrison 

Mary  E.  Wilklns  Hayden  Carruth 

and  more  than  one  hundred  others. 


ART  CALENDAR 

In  Twelve  Colors 

FREE  ™  "^^ 


NEW  StTBSCRIBERS  who  win  cut  ont  this  Blip  and  Bend  It  at  once  with  $1.76  for  a  yaar'a  labacrlptlon  to  The 
Companion,  will  receive  the  paper  free  every  week  from  the  time  Bnbecrlptlon  Isrecelved  to  January  1,  1898,  and  a  fall 

year  to  January  1. 1S99.   

This  ofler  Indudee  the  THANSSGmNQ.  CHRISTMAS  and  NEW  YEAR'S  DOtTBLE  NUMBERS  and 
THE  COMPANION  ART  CALENDAR  for  1898  — In  twelve  colors,  and  emboiged  In  gold.   It  wlU  be  fonnd  a 
nperlor  production  to  any  of  the  famoui  plecei  of  Companion  color-work  of  prevlona  yearo.    It  la  a  superb 
ornament  for  the  home  and  a  cosUy  gift— Free  to  New  Subscribers,  1*  ^  / 

inustraterl  Prospecti:!  /nr  Ihe  Volume  fm-  J-W*  nnd  Sample  Copies  of  the  Paper  Free.  ^ 

201  Columbus  Ave.,  BOSTON,  MASS.  \ 


SUBSCRIBERS.    ^    jhE  YOUTH'S  COMPANION. 


COAIBI.N ATION  OFFER. —  The  Youth's  Companion  to  1S99.  including  the  Thanksgiving,  Christmas  and  New  Year's  Double 
Numbers  lor  two  vears.  the  Companion's  Art  Calendar  for  189S,  in  twelve  colors,  embossed  in  gold,  and  Farm-Poultry.  Both 
papers  to  Ian.  1.  1S99.  for  onlv  in  advance.    The  regular  price  for  the  Youth's  Companion  alone  being  $1.75,  and  Far.m- 

POILTKV  $1.00. 

Address    I.  S.  JOHNSON  &,  CO.,  Boston,  Mass. 


riymoiitli  Rocks  beat  all  my  own  pullets  even 
when  the  latter  were  going  neck  and  neck  with 
Mr.  Hunter's  best  published  pullet  records. 
Now  I  am  going  to  see  what  niy  old  hens  will 
do  here.  Thirteen  of  my  Leghorns  are  coming 
two  years  old,  one  coming  four,  and  one  com- 
ing live.  The  'Wyandottes  were  bought  for 
sitters  and  to  further  test  the  old  hen  question. 
Fifteen  of  them,  now  about  fifteen  months 
old,  are  rather  small  —  though  all  lay  good 
sized  eggs ; —  the  nine  others  are  two  and  three 
years  old.  I  would  have  liked  lo  have  pullets 
of  both  breeds  to  compare  with  them,  but  can- 
not afford  at  present  to  buy  fowls  that  I  really 
don't  need,  for  the  purpose  of  making  this 
experiment.  If  I  can  succeed  in  keeping  my 
old  hens'  record  in  sight  of  that  of  good  laying 
pullets  of  the  same  variety,  I'll  consider  the 
question  one  point  nearer  settled  in  favor  of 
the  old  hens;  though  with  acclimated  stock 
and  conditions  with  which  I  was  perfectly 
familiar  I'd  not  hesitate  to  match  the  hens 
against  the  pullets  for  number  of  eggs  pro- 
duced, and  the  hens  would  lay  a  larger  and 
evener  lot  of  eggs.  As  it  is,  while  there  is 
division  of  opinion  as  to  which  i.s  more  profit- 
able for  eggs,  it  is  generally  conceded  here, 
even  by  tho.se  who  believe  in  old  hens,  that  the 
pullets  lay  the  most  eggs;  so  that  I  am  not 
very  sanguine  of  making  the  hens  equal  pullet 
records,  and  there  is  the  possibility  that  they 
may  disappoint  me  altogether;  but "  we  shall 
see  what  we  shall  see." 

Then  there  is  that  other  experiment,  men- 
tioned lately,  of  trying  what  heavy  feathered 
American  Buff  Cochins  can  do  in  the  way  of 
egg  production.  One  of  the  good  friends  with 
whom  I  quarrel  amicably  writes  that  he  hopes 
I  will  give  them  a  thorough  trial.  At  the  same 
time  he  assures  me  that  they  caunot  come  up 
to  the  record  of  my  old  scrub  Cochins.  And, 
talking  of  experiments,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  see 
how  one  and  another  is  going  about  systematic 
work  in  that  line.  Quite  recently  we  have 
had  in  different  papers  several  reports  of 
interesting  and  accurate  experiments,  and 
indications  are  good  of  "more  to  follow." 
One  premeditated  experiment  is  worth  more 
in  determining  laws  and  principles  than  a 
hundred  haphazard  observations.  The  one 
great  trouble  in  making  the  experiment  is 
that  often  a  little  trivial  thing  happens  which 
makes  it  necessary  to  begin  all  over  again, 
and  the  experimenter  gives  up  in  disgust. 

John  H.  Robikson. 


Take  Notice. 

Not  long  since  a  man  who  ha.s  made  a 
specialty  of  the  framily  trade  in  .strictly  fresh 
eggs  and  poultry,  remarked  to  us  that  few 
poultrymen  seemed  to  realize  to  how  great  an 
extent  the  demand  for  eggs  and  poultry  was 
influenced  by  the  quality  of  the  goods  fur- 
nished. Then  he  went  on  to  tell  how  a  single 
bad  egg,  with  which  he  himself  had  had  noth- 
ing to  do,  had  affected  injuriously  and  for 
quite  a  long  time  the  demand  for  strictly  fresh 
eggs  in  the  family  of  one  of  his  customers. 
The  little  incident  is  of  value  also  as  showing 
how  necessary  it  is  in  a  trade  of  that  kind  to 
be  able  SO  to  supply  your  customers  that  they 
will  deal  with  you  exclusively. 

The  family  referred  to  were  using  four 
dozen  eggs  per  week.  The  staple  diet  of  the 
head  of  the  house  was,  for  breakfast  each  day, 
one  or  two  boiled  eggs.  On  one  occasion  the 
lady  wanted  more  eggs  than  our  friend  was 
able  to  furnish.  When  next  he  called  at  the 
house  only  half  the  usual  quantity  was  wanted  ; 
heciiise  — 

Having  exhausted  the  strictly  fresh  egg 
supply  they  had  had  recourse  to  the  groter, 
and  one  of  the  store  eggs  broken  at  the  table 
had  been  found  much  too  stale  to  use.  The 
result  was  that  the  principal  consumer  of  eggs 
in  that  family  didu't  want  even  to  think  of 
eating  eggs  for  more  than  three  months.  This 
made  a  difference  of  rather  more  than  tweuty- 
fivc  per  cent  in  the  amount  of  eggs  consumed 
in  that  family.  Of  course  he  could  always 
.sell  the  eggs  elsewhere,  but  the  larger  the  sales 
made  at  each  stopping  place  the  less  time 
required  to  dispose  of  produce,  and  therefore 
the  greater  the  profit. 

In  selling  poultry  the  same  rule  holds  good. 
Good  stock  of  fine  quality  creates  a  greater 
demand  for  a  like  class  of  goods,  while  often 
an  encounter  with  a  tough  and  unsavory  fowl 
dulls  the  appetite  for  poultry  of  any  kind. 


3iai{kp:t  review. 

Eggs.  —  Receipts  of  western  eggs  are 
improving,  but  many  are  still  of  an  inferior 
grade.  Strictly  fresh  eggs  have  been  firm  all 
of  the  week,  as  these  are  in  small  supply  and 
wanted.  Eastern  fresh  command  19'ffi20c., 
with  f;incy  new  laid  .selling  at SSra'Tc.  Choice 
western  are  quoted  at  KiJaiT^e.,  and  fancy 
Michigan  at  ISc.  Sales  of  refrigerator  lots  are 
made  at  U^&lat:.  The  stock  in  cold  storage 
has  been  reduced  1,405  cases,  and  is  now 
70,184  cases  against  54,274  at  the  correspond- 
ing time  last  year. 

Poultry.— The  demand  for  choice  fresh 
northern  chicijens  is  the  principal  feature  of 
the  poultry  market,  and  quotations  on  these 
are  firm  at  ISfi^Oc.  Iced  poultry  is  easier 
under  full  receipts.  Western  iced  turkeys 
are  nominal  at  lOffilOic;  fresh  northern 
broilers  at  IG'ffilSc. ;  iced,  ll@12c. ;  northern 
fowls,  12®15c.;  iced  fowls,  ll'ffil2e.;  ducks, 
nmic;  iced,ll'5)12c. 


Mr.  C.  A.  Bartlett,  Worcester,  Mass., 
informs  us  that  he  always  has  on  hand  a  good 
supply  of  fresh  cut  Bone  Meat  and  all  kinds 
of  Poultry  Supplies.  Mr.  Bartlett  is  a  reliable 
business  man  who  has  advertised  in  Farm- 
Poultry  for  several  years,  and  has  given  his 
customers  satisfaction. 

Send  to  him  for  circular. 


There  is  a  story  told  of  a  fine  old  Cornish 
squire  who  only  drank  brandy  on  two  occa- 
sions—  when  he  had  goose  for  dinner,  and 
when  he  had  not. — Ex. 


Farmer :  But  it  seems  to  me  you  ask  very 
high  wages  for  a  man  that  don't  know  liow  to 
plow."  Patrick:  "  Sure  sir,  aint  it  harder 
for  me  if  I  don't  know  how  ?  "  —  Exchange. 


A  man  writes  the  following  to  the  Smith- 
ville  -Yeics :  I  want  to  pay  for  my  subscri|)tion, 
but  I'm  a  little  short  of  money  ;  so  I  send  you 
a  half-dozen  eggs.  If  you'll  put  'em  under  a 
settin'  hen  they'll  hatch  out  enough  chickens 
to  pay  for  a  year's  subscriptiou. 


Very  Fine 

BAKKEl)  PLYM.  liOCKS. 

I  have  a  very  fine  of  Burred  P.  Kock  jnilleis  and 
cockerels  tliis  year,  bred  from  pedi;rreed  e^ijrlavers. 
Tlie  males  that  s^iretl  lliein  were  hatched  from  epus 
l:iid  by  hens  that  made  a  record  of  uver  egs^s  each 
within  a  year  of  reaching  matnrily.  and  the  eL'irs  were 
a  rich  chocolate  hrowu  color.  "Anvone  wanting  a 
cockerel  to  iniprove  the  laying  qiialiiies  of  Ids  cont- 
niim  fowls;  or  wants  a  pen  of  pnllets  and  a  cockerel 
of  this  snperior  laying  stock,  should  order  at  once. 

Pullets  at  SI. .50.  $2.  Si. 50  each. 

Cockerels,  at         So,  S4.  ?*5  each. 

A.  F.  HUNTER, 

so.  NATICK,  MASS. 
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EDITORIAL. 


It  was  necessary  to  make  some 
changes  in  the  articles  annoimced  for 
this  issue,  but  all  those  promised  will 
come  in  due  season. 


Oleaiiiiigs  in  Europe 

will  be  found  in  the  next  issue  ;  and 
in  the  same  number  the  editor  will 
also  have  an  article  on 

Poultry  Ertucatioiial  Work 
iu  Euglaiui. 

Of  course  you  know  that  at  the 

Bostou  Show, 

the  exhibit  of  dressed  poultry  and 
eggs  is  a  leading  feature. 

Perhaps  yoi)  did  not  know  that 
next  January  the  displaj-  in  this  de- 
partment is  to  be 

Bigger  and  Better 

than  ever.  In  next  F.-P.  Mr.  Cush- 
man  will  tell  about 


Practical  Exhibits, 

and  give  some  timely  suggestions  on 
how  to  prepare  them. 

Besides  these  special  articles  there 
will  be,  as  usual,  a  number  of  others, 
plain  and  practical,  full  of  up-to-date 
facts  and  ideas. 


Home  Again. 

The  editor  has  returced  to  his  desk,  after  an 
absence  of  four  mouths,  more  than  three  of 
wliich  were  spent  amoLig  the  poiiltrymen  and 
in  studying  the  poultry  methods  of  England, 
France  and  Belgium. 

We  are  very,  very  glad  to  Ije  "  home  again," 
but  even  more  glad  to  have  been  abroad,  the 
trip  being  successful  beyond  our  most  sanguine 
expectations.  In  the  knowledge  gained  and 
the  benefits  which  will  accrue  we  expect  our 
readers  will  fully  share,  but  the  old  friend- 
ships renewed  and  hosts  of  new  friends  made 
are  our  own  special  perquisite,  the  supreme 
delight  of  memory,  which  Dr.  Peabody  calls 
"  Heaven's  greatest  boon  to  the  traveler." 

To  English,  French  and  Belgian  poultrymen 
(and  women)  and  poultry  papers  we  extend 
our  heartiest  thanks  for  courtesies  and  favors, 
which  we  trust  to  have  an  opportunity  some- 
time to  reciprocate.  Thanks  to  their  unfailing 
kindness  and  gladly  proftered  assistance,  the 
editor's  visit  to  Europe  was  a  complete  success. 

No  Brass  Bands,  If  You  Please! 

It  is  not  a  little  amusing  to  find  that  two  or 
three  of  our  contemporaries  ai'e  worried 
because  there  were  "  no  brass  bands"  to  meet 
the  writer  while  he  has  been  abroad.  The 
editors  so  troubled  can  have  but  small  ability 
as  observers  if  they  have  not  noted  that  the 
editor  of  this  paper  avoids  the  brass  band 
contingent,  and  if  he  got  an  inkling  that  he 
was  to  be  met  by  a  brass  baud  he  would  run 
away  fi'om  that  infliction  as  fast  as  ever  he 
could ! 

The  editor  of  Farm-Poultky  w-as  the 
recipient  of  kindly  courtesies  and  hospitality 
everywhere  that  he  went,  due  acknowledg- 
ment of  which  was  made  privately,  and  is 
now  made  publicly  in  this  number.  That 
his  visits  were  intelligently  appreciated  by 
editors  and  writers,  the  following  clippings 
clearly  show : 

Mr.  A.  F.  Hunter  having  completed  his 
voyage  of  discovery  amongst  English  poultry 
breeders,  poultry  fanciers,  and  poultry  eaters, 
kindly  called  oii  Monday  to  wish  me  adieu. 
Mr.  Hunter  has  seen  much  and  digested  every- 
thing. In  some  ways  we  are  before,  in  others 
behind,  our  "  cousins ;  "  anyway  we  have  very 
much  pleased  Mr.  Hunter,  who  has  made  and 
leaves  behind  hosts  of  friends,  all  and  several 
of  w'hom  he  will  at  any  time  gladly  greet  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  over  which  he 
speeds  in  the  good  ship  Mobile  on  Sept.  16.  A 
safe  return  to  you,  Mr.  Hunter,  but  may  we, 
all  the  same,  soon  meet  again. —  Feathered 
World,  Sept.  ITth. 

Editor  Hunter,  of  Fakm-Poultry,  can  by 
no  means  be  termed  an  idle  man,  and  he  cer- 
tainly has  not  allowed  the  grass  to  grow  under 
his  feetduring  his  sojourn  iu  England.  Besides 
visiting  nearly  every  poultry  establishment  of 
note  in  England  and  on  the  continent,  he  has 
regularly  supplied  bis  journal  with  piles  of 
copy  on  his  impressions.  His  latest  role  is 
that  of  lecturer  at  the  University  Extension 
College,  Reading.  Here,  on  7th  inst.,  he  gave 
the  .students,  now  assembled  for  the  purpose 
of  being  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  poultry 
keeping,  his  experiences  on  the  production  of 
poultry  and  eggs.  Those  students  were  iu 
luck,  and  may  rest  assured  that  what  they 
heard  was  worth  digesting,  as  what  Mr. 
Hunter  doesn't  know  about  poultry  isn't  worth 
listening  to. —  Eufus,  in  Poultry,  Sept.  17th. 

I  hadn't  gone  far  before  I  ran  against  the 
visitor  of  the  season,  so  far  as  the  poultry 
world  is  concerned — to  wit,  Mr.  A.  F.  Hunter 
of  Boston, U.  S.  A.,  editorof  Farm-Poultry, 
and  with  him  I  enjoyed  a  long  gossip.  He 
tells  me  he  keeps  afeio  hens,  as  well  as  running 
his  paper.  About  five  hundred  laying  hens  is 
his  usual  stock,  and  this,  he  says,  is  a  very 
small  dose  for.an  average  American  poultry 
farmer.  Questioned  as  to  variety,  he  told  me 
he  favored  the  White  Wyandotte,  not  so  much 
as  a  show  bird,  but  because  he  found  it  so 
good  for  laying  and  table  purposes.  We 
rambled  through  the  show  together,  and  I 
heard  from  him  much  that  interested  me.  I 
can't  find  room  for  it  all  here,  but  I  strongly 
advise  every  fancier  who  cau  to  run 
against  him  during  his  stay,  and  have  a  talk. 
He  will  be  at  the  "Eoyal"  and  other  summer 
events.  He  appeared  to  like  our  Dorkings  (of 
which  thei'e  was  a  very  fair  display  at  Beading 
for  a  summer  show),  and  apparently  thought 
our  Leghorns  superior,  though  both  in  the 
case  of  these  and  the  Minorcas,  he  considered 
our  type  of  comb  much  too  heavy,  while  many 
of  our  Wyandottes  were  a  bit  too  leggy  for  his 
taste.  I  was  glad  though,  to  learn  that  those 
on  the  "other  side  "  had  decided  to  go  in  for 
more  open  lacing.  Got  to  come  to  .John  Bull's 
ideas  after  all,  eh?  Mr.  Hunter  is,  apparently, 
a  very  sensible  mixture  of  the  fancier  and 
lioultry  farmer — seems  to  like  a  coml>ination 
of  utility  and  fancy  points.  A  very  sensible 
idea,  I  "think. — Teotter,  in  Foidiry,  June 
11th. 

No,  thank  you.  We  do  not  care  for  the 
brass  bands  I 


Tlie  Question  of  Credits. 

Amusing,  and  sometimes  puzzling  things 
turn  up  once  in  a  while  in  our  exchanges,  but 
the  following,  in  A  Few  Hens,  for  Sept.  15th, 
rather  takes  the  lead  for  roundabout  credits : 

Pills  made  of  one  tablespoonful  of  lard,  two 
tablespooufuls  of  mustard,  ginger  and  cayenne 
pepper,  worked  together  thoroughly  and  stifl- 
ened  with  flour,  are  recommended  by  the 
North  Carolina  Experiment  Station,  for  colds 
accompanied  by  a  looseness  of  the  bowels. 
Make  the  pills  about  the  size  of  the  first  joint 
of  the  little  finger,  and  give  one  pill  two  or 
three  times  a  day,  according  to  severity. 

To  the  best  of  our  knowledge  and  belief  that 
prescription  was  first  published  in  Farm- 
Poultry,  in  an  article  on  "  Colds  and  Roup," 
November,  1891.  It  was  used  two  or  three 
times  in  the  columns  of  this  paper,  was  pub- 
lished, with  credit  to  F.-P.,  in  "Farm-Poultry 
Doctor,"  and  was  quoted  by  the  North  Caro- 
lina Experiment  Station  bulletin,  vnth  credit 
to  Farm-Poultky ;  but  appears  in  "  Reliable 
Poultry  Remedies,"  published  by  the  Reli- 
able Poultry  Journal,  (which  was  copy- 
righted July  loth,  1897)  in  the  form  given 
above,  duly  credited  to  the  North  Carolina 
Experiment  Station,  but  with  the  credit  made 
by  the  N.  C.  Ex.  Station  to  Farm-Poultry 
carefully  (or  carelessly)  omitted. 

It  certainly  is  amusing  to  have  it  appear  in 
the  above  shape  in  one  of  our  own  papers. 

Our  Clubbing  List. 

While  we  prize  the  appreciation  of  the 
friends  who  rank  Farm-Poultry  first  of 
poultry  papers,  we  always  feel  that,  as  in 
poultry  feeding  it  is  necessary  to  use  a  greater 
variety  of  foods  than  can  be  furnished  by 
various  preparations  of  a  single  kind  of  grain, 
so  in  the  poultryman's  reading  there  should 
be  a  greater  diversity  thau  can  be  found  in  the 
columns  of  any  one  journal.  We  regularly 
and  carefully  read  a  number  of  good  journals 
ourselves,  and  always  urge  our  readers  to 
subscribe  for  as  many  as  they  can  afl'ord  and 
have  time  to  read.  By  referring  to  the  "Club- 
bing List,"  (advertised  on  page  371),  you  will 
see  that  no  matter  where  you  are  located,  you 
can  get  a  paper  published  in  your  vicinity 
vnth  Farm-Poultry,  for  one  year,  for  f  1, 
the  regular  price  of  F.-P. — and  that  no  matter 
what  branch  of  agriculture  or  of  stock  raising 
interests  you,  you  can  get  a  good  paper  with  a 
department  devoted  to  that  specialty  vjith 
Farji-Poultry,  for  a  trifle  more  than  the 
cost  of  either  paper  alone.  These  are  not  hard 
times  prices ;  they  are  good  times  prices.  Pub- 
lishers could  not  afi'ord  to  make  such  oilers  iu 
hard  times;  nor  can  they  afl'ord  to  continue 
them  very  long  in  good  times, — but  they  make 
these  grand  offers  just  to  help  start  the  big  ball 
of  prosperity  rolling.  Don't  wait  too  long  to 
take  advantage  of  them. 

«  Poultry  Crop  of  1897," 

Is  the  title  of  a  leaflet  issued  by  the  Sprague 
Commission  Co.,  of  218  S.  AVater  St.,  Chicago. 
This  report  of  the  condition  of  the  poultry 
crop  is  compiled  from  reports  received  from 
over  five  hundred  shippers  and  dealers  all  over 
the  United  States,  and  the  estimates  it  contains 
are  probably  as  accurate  as  can  be  made. 
We  quote  the  part  of  the  report  which  will 
most  interest  our  readers  : 

"  Turkeys.  —  The  general  tenor  of  the  reports 
received  indicate  that  the  crop  of  turkeys  will 
be  short  of  last  year,  and  the  crop  of  last  year 
was  very  much  short  of  the  year  of  1895. 
Thus  it  would  be  fair  to  estimate  the  turkey 
crop  of  1897  to  be  about  75  per  cent  of  last 
year,  or  about  60  per  cent  or  Ijttle  over  half 
of  a  full  crop.  The  reasons  assigned  for  the 
short  crop  are  unfavorable  weather  conditions 
during  the  spring,  and  possibly  more  to  the 
fact  that  l)ut  few  turkeys  were  carried  over 
from  the  crop  of  1896  to  raise  turkeys  with. 
High  prices  during  the  fall  and  winter  of  1896 
and  early  winter  months  of  1897  influenced 
farmers  to  market  their  stock  closely. 

Chickens. — The  reports  in  nearly  all  cases 
noteahberal  supply  of  chickens,  and  a  crop 
possibly  10  per  cent  larger  than  last  year. 
From  many  sections  the  reports  state  a  con- 
sidei'able  loss  in  young  chickens  by  rats, 
which,  owing  to  the  amount  of  corn  kept 
cribbed  in  the  country  were  very  abundant 
especially  throughout  Illinois,  Iowa  and 
northern  Missouri,  more  especially  Iowa; 
they  killed  a  great  many  chickens,  but  not- 
witbstanding  this  loss  the  supply  will  be  heavy, 
and  exceed  that  of  last  year. 

Ducks. — As  a  rule  the  reports-  indicate  a 
larger  crop  of  ducks  than  last  year.  A  fair 
estimate  would  probably  be  about  15  per  cent 
more  than  last  year.  A  good  many  ducks  were 
carried  over  from  the  crop  of  1896,  which  was 
the  foundation  for  an  increased  supply,  and 


thevs'eather  conditions  evidently  were  favora- 
ble at  the  time  the  young  ducks  were  hatched. 

Geese.  —  From  the  reports  received  we 
would  estimate  the  ci-op  of  geese  at  least  15 
per  cent  short  of  last  year,  or  about  85  per  cent 
of  a  full  crop.  Advices  from  some  sections 
state  the  reason  for  a  smaller  crop  was  the 
unfavorable  weather  at  the  time  of  hatching- 
cold  and  wet  weather.  Nearly  all  reports  note 
a  .scarcity  of  geese,  and  many  .state  that  the 
quality  is  poorer  than  last  year,  the  geese  being 
smaller  and  thinner  than  at  the  same  period 
last  season.  Possibly  the  higher  prices  for 
grain  made  farmers  less  inclined  to  feed,  at 
least  not  so  liberally  as  last  year." 

Read  over  that  last  sentence,  and  note  that 
already  there  are  indications  pointing  to  the 
fulfillment  of  the  prediction  in  the  editorial, 
"  Dollar  Wheat  and  Poultry,"  in  our  Sept.  15th 
issue. 

The  Fire  Fiend. 

A  strange  fatality  of  fires  seems  to  be  attend- 
ing the  poultry  papers.  Only  a  few  months 
ago  the  Reliable  Poultry  Journal  and  the 
Practical  PouUryman  sufl'ered  losses  from 
the  "devouring  element,"  and  now  comes  the 
report  of  a  much  more  serious  disaster  to  The 
Feather.  The  pul)lishei-s  of  poultry  papers, 
like  poultrymen  in  general,  are  usually 
endowed  liberally  with  genuine  American 
grit,  and  The  Feather ,  Vaongh  badly  singed, 
will  grow  again,  and  issue  from  its  enforced 
moult  as  neat  looking  as  ever. 

Congratulations. 

We  have  received  the  marriage  announce- 
ment of  Miss  Kate  L.  Clarke,  the  well  known 
breeder  of  Andalusians  and  White  Angora 
cats,  of  West  Haven,  Conn.,  (formerly  of 
Worcester,  Mass.),  who  became  Mrs.  Frank 
W.  Marsh  on  Tuesday,  September  28th. 

ATe  tender  the  hearty  congratulations  of 
Farm-Poultry  readers  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Marsh,  who  will  be  "  at  home"  to  their  friends 
after  October  20th,  at  New  Milford,  Conn. 

Orpington  Cuts. 

The  cuts  which  accompany  the  article,  "Mr. 
William  Cook  and  the  Orpingtons,"  were 
furnished  us  by  Mr.  Cook,  and  are  those  he 
has  used  himself. 

Circumstances  Alter  Cases. 

There  is  amongst  breeders  a  great  deal  of 
difi'erence  of  opinion  on  the  question  of 
whether  occasional  inbreeding  is  or  is  not 
desirable,  some  condemning  it  in  unmeasured 
terms,  while  others  look  upon  it  as  being 
absolutely  necessary  to  success.  Between 
these  two  theories,  says  The  Stock-Keeper, 
there  is  a  great  gulf  fixed,  and  in  this  no  doubt 
the  correct  solution  of  the  problem  of  inbreed- 
ing is  assuredly  to  be  found.  So  much,  more- 
over, depends  upon  the  circumstances  which 
govern  each  individual  case,  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  draw  any  hard  or  fast  lines  for  cross- 
ing birds.  One  man  may  be  the  fortunate 
possessor  of  a  strain  which  continues  healthy 
and  vigorous  for  many  generations,  although 
much  inbred,  though  sooner  or  later,  no 
matter  how  robust  the  birds  may  be  for  years, 
the  evil  eft'ects  of  constant  "sibbing"  will 
become  apparent,  and  a  cross  must  be  resorted 
to  if  strength  and  size  are  to  be  maintained. 
On  the  other  hand,  another  fancier  who  has 
had  the  misfortune  to  start  badly,  either  with 
a  closely  inbred  stock  of  birds  which  inherit 
family  weakness  of  constitution,  or  else  some 
hereditary  defect  which  is  constantly  coming 
to  the  front,  will  of  necessity  have  to  seek  a 
change  of  blood  at  a  comparatively  early  stage 
iu  his  career  as  a  breeder.  The  persistency 
which  characterizes  the  methods  of  some 
breeders  who  cling  to  their  own  strains,  iu 
spite  of  the  very  obvious  proofs  that  each 
successive  generation  of  the  birds  is  getting 
further  away  iu  some  respects  from  the  correct 
type,  must  always  involve  disastrous  results. 
Faults  become  crystallized  in  the  l)reed,aud  if 
permitted  to  remain  unchecked  for  a  year  or 
two  will  require  an  immense  amount  of  labor 
to  eradicate.  The  prudent  breeder,  when 
compelled  to  seek  for  a  cross,  will  endeavor  to 
procure  a  bird  of  the  same  blood  as  that  con- 
tained in  his  yard.  If ,  moreover,  he  is  fortu- 
nate enough  to  come  across  a  fowl  which  ha? 
bred  some  stock,  and  to  get  a  look  at  the  stock 
in  question,  the  risk  he  runs  is  greatly  reduced, 
as  he  will  have  some  idea  as  to  what  the  nature 
of  the  cross  will  be  in  the  end.—  Tovm  and 
Country  Journal,  N.  S.  W. 
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ANSWERS  TO  Correspondents. 


Corrtspon4ents  «•*«  eri 
immnitate  mnstters  bi 

karf   -  •   •-.  • 


f  to  ast  thf  safn» 
I  is  ynnffyi.  Look 
-««vr  to  your  qMestwm,  not  for  jfour  iuiiiaU 


Qiiostious  Briefly  Answered. 

[Any  of  ilie  aiiuil>er$  of  Kakm-Toi  ltry  rvftrrrd 
to  beiuw,  will  btr  supplivtl  Hi  the  rate  of  five  oeiics 

■n'H.  OR  S.  L.  AVyanik>ttes.— (D.  C.  Mal- 
tleii.  ilass.U  Tliere  is  little  if  any  diflereuce 
l>etneeii  Ibe  varieties  of  AVyandottes  except 
in  color.  Ol  course  yoti  can  keep  tliera 
}>euue>],  but  will  have  to  give  tlieiu  tbe  best 
of  care. 

TfRKEY  Questions.  —  (X.  R.,  Elmsford, 
N.  Y.I  :  Turkeys  and  chickens  should  not  be 
boused  together.  You  will  dud  valuable 
information  covering  tbe  turkey  topics,  which 
form  the  subjects  of  your  inquiries,  iu  F.-P. 
for  April  1st  aud  May  I,t,  IsOT. 

Exlakoeh  Crop.  — (F.  A.  C,  Jr..  West 
Ssiiuerville,  Mass.):  Tiic  trouble  you  men- 
tion was  probably  brought  about  by  enlarged 
crop.  We  do  nut  think  it  can  be  cured. 
There  are  a  number  of  other  reasons  for  fowls 
becoming  luiu  and  weak  besides  the  one  you 
mention. 

1>ressisg  K»>wl.s.— (M.  Y.  I'..  Salem,  la.) : 
Y'oii  will  liud  instructions  for  dressing  fowls 
in  F.-P.,  Oct.  1,  ISKi.  They  could  be  shipped 
by  refrigerator,  to  New  Y'ork ;  but  we  do  not 
think  you  could  ship  small  luls  direct  iu  that 
way. 

S.MALI.  Eggs.  —  (H.  P.  H.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  I  : 
Tbe  pullet  lays  small  eggs  either  because  too 
precociodi  or  because  she  is  built  that  icay. 
Some  hens  never  lay  a  large  egg. 

The  FoitciXG  Process.  —  (E.  B..  Monti- 
cello,  Ky.) :  The  process  of  fultcning  fowls 
by  forcing  will  be  very  fully  tre.ited  by  Mr. 
Hunter  in  early  issues  of  this  paper. 

Agaix,  Ilow  MfCH  Feei>.— li..  Elms- 
ford,  N.  Y.) :  Feed  only  what  mash  the  hens 
will  eat  up  clean  and  quick.  Xo  definite  rule 
can  be  given.  The  writer  made  it  a  general 
rule  to  give  to  two  bens  what  he  could  take 
up  on  a  large  iron  spoon;  but  in  actual  prac- 
tice, one  finds  that  he  soon  unconsciously 
varies  tbe  amount  taken  on  tbe  spoon  to  suit 
each  lot  of  fowls. 


Only  One  Sample  Free. 

I.  S.  JoIin^f»n  Jfe  Co. :  —  Please  let  lue  know  by  letter 
how  lo  feed  fowls  to  prtKiuce  luost  e;j^s.  I  gaw  ao 
article  in  Fabji-Poi  ltbt  In  regant  to  this.  You 
will  oblige  me  very  much  by  seDding  me  tlie  number 
nanii-'i.  \\  .  E.  T.^ 

r^liaron  Hill.  Pa. 

Only  one  sample  free.  E.^lra  copies  five 
cents  each.   That's  the  rule. 


Making  Hens  Lay. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  Seeing  so  much  said  about  the  merits 
of  green  cut  bone  for  poultry.  I  purclia-sed  a  >Iaiin 
bone  cutter,  and  lhouf:ht  lliat  I  would  see  if  1  would 
aeed  a  horse  and  wagon  to  bring  in  my  eggs.  1  have 
l>ctweeQ  forty  and  fifty  laying  hens,  or  rather  that 
should  be  laying:  but,  alack  and  alas,  alxiut  the  same 
time  1  commenced  using  Sheridan's  Conditiou  Pow- 
der, whicli  I  also  saw  recommended  in  Farm-Poul- 
TKY.  I  was  almost  afraid  I  should  overstock  the 
market,  but  I  look  the  risk.  Xow  let  me  give  you  my 
experience. 

When  I  commenced  my  experiment  I  was  getting 
from  seventeen  to  twenty -one  eggs  a  day.  — say  an 
average  of  eighteen.  In  four  weeks  the  eggs  have 
decreased,  until  yesterday  I  got  four,  day  before, 
seven  —  say  an  average  of  six  a  day.  That  is  pretty 
large  business.  About  how  long  will  it  take  me  to  pay 
for  the  l>one  cutter  by  the  increase  of  eggs? 

I  would  like  to  ask  if  lliere  is  any  way  to  prepare 
clover  for  poultry  except  to  cut  it  in  a  hay  cutter  us 
short  as  1  can.  1  have  tried  to  feed  it  two  or  tliree 
times,  but  could  make  no  headway ;  the  fowls  did  not 
eat  enongh  to  amount  to  anything.  My  poultry,  of 
course,  do  not  require  any  at  this  time  of  the  year,  as 
they  have  the  run  of  a  large  pasture,  but  I  thought  I 
would  like  to  try  it  again  in  winter.  I  intend  to  keep 
on  with  the  bone,  and  not  give  it  up  unless  I  should 
kill  my  hens.  G.W.  H. 

Detroit,  Mich. 

AVe  are  afraid  that  our  correspondent  did 
not  consider,  when  beginning  his  experiment, 
that  at  this  time  of  year  hens  are  prone  to 
turn  tbe  greater  part  of  the  nourishment 
taken  into  feathers.  Don't  ask  too  much  of 
them.  The  writer  is  getting  at  pre.>ent  an 
egg  yield  of  about  thirty  i)er  cent  from 
forty   old    hens   that  are  moulting  finely, 


and  is  well  satisfied  with  that.  In  fact,  at 
this  season  of  the  year  we  are  satisfied  with 
the  old  hen  though  she  lays  not  at  all,  if  she 
moults  as  she  ought  to;  if  she  can  moult  and 
lay  occ.Hsionally  too.  so  much  the  better. 

We  feeti  clover  or  alfalfa  in  the  morning 
mash,  and  do  not  expect  the  fowls  lo  eat  a 
great  deal  of  it.  If  fed  regularly  daily  we 
think  a  bushel  of  finely  cut  leaves  enough  for 
five  hundred  fowls.  They  will  do  nicely  on 
that  amount  without  other  green  food  ;  though 
if  you  can  feed  cabbage,  beets,  etc.,  in  addition 
do  so  by  all  means;  but  don't  expect  to  make 
clover  the  bull:  of  the  food.  A  hen's  digestive 
apparatus  is  quite  different  from  a  cow's. 


Incubator  Questions. 

Mr.  EtUtor;— Through  kuowleilge  gained  from  your 
valuable  |Nipcr  1  have  beeu  able  to  start  iu  the  poultry 
business  on  a  small  scale,  and  now  I  want  to  purch;ise 
au  incubator  and  try  artificial  hatching.  I  have  settled 
dviWD  to  the  "Victor"' and  "Petaluiua,*"and  ask  your 
advice  regarding  the  latter.  I  have  h.id  no  experience 
with  incubators,  and  have  no  chance  lo  see  one  iu 
operation  here.  .\s  far  us  1  can  learn,  tlie  hot  air 
iucut>ators  are  generally  considered  inferior  to  lutt 
water  machines.  The  Petaluuiu  manufacturers  claim 
that  their  incut>ator  is  superior  to  the  hoi  air  machines. 
Now  1  would  ask  if,  in  your  estiinatiouor  knowloige, 
the  Petalumais  as  reliable  in  self  regulation  as  the 
standard  hot  water  machines— or  If  you  would  recom- 
mend a  hot  air  machine  in  preference  lo  hot  water? 

New  Orleans,  La.  S.  F.  E. 

This  is  rather  sweeping,  and  well  illustrates 
some  of  the  difficulties  a  conscientious  editor 
meets.  For  example,  the  writer  never  saw 
either  a  "Victor"  or  "Pctaluina''  incubator; 
the  latter  is  manufactured  on  the  Pacific  coast, 
three  thousand  miles  from  here.  A  poultry 
farmer  of  our  acquaintance  has  a  200-egg 
"Victor,"  and  speaks  very  highly  of  It;  says 
it  hatches  well,  and  the  chicks  are  strong  and 
vigorous.  What  opportunities  he  has  had  for 
comparing  it  with  other  machines,  we  don't 
know. 

Whether  the  hot  water  incubators  are  better 
than  hut  air  machines,  is  a  broad  question. 
We  have  two  different  makes  of  hot  w.iier 
incubators,  namely,  the  "  Monarch "  and 
"  Challenge,"  and  like  tlieni  both.  AVe  have, 
also,  two  different  makes  of  hot  air  incuba- 
tors, namely,  the  "  Prairie  State"  and 
"Cyphers,"  and  like  them  both — and  both 
hatch  out  strong  vigorous  chicks. 

A  point  in  favor  of  the  hot  water  machines 
is  that  if  the  lamp  goes  out  in  tbe  night  there 
Is  a  store  of  heat  to  keep  the  eggs  from  cooling 
too  much ;  but,  in  ten  years  use  of  Incubators 
of  several  kinds  wenecerbad  a  lamp  go  out 
in  the  night,  and  firmly  believe  there  is  no 
need  of  such  a  slip-up  if  the  lamps  are  decently 
trimmed  and  cared  for — hence  we  don't  bank 
heavily  upon  that  point. 

A  point  in  favor  of  tbe  hot  air  machines  is 
the  better  ventilation,  a  steady  passing  of 
fresh  warmed  air  through  tbe  egg  chamber, 
and  we  are  coining  to  have  a  leaning  towards 
the  better  ventilated  machines.  Theembrio 
needs  a  constant  supply  of  oxygen,  and  if  the 
better  ventilated  machines  give  that  oxygen, 
then  the  better  ventilated  hot  air  machines 
have  the  advantage. 

After  all  is  said,  more  depends  upon  the 
common  sense  of  the  operator  than  anything 
else.  There  is  a  lot  of  blundering  in  the 
management  of  incubators.  See  "The  Mis- 
takes People  Make  With  Incubators  aud 
Brooders,"  Sept.  Ist  F.-P.,  and  if  you  buy  a 
machine  follow  carefully  tbe  instructions  the 
maker  sends  with  it.  Presumably  the  maker 
of  an  incubator  knows  better  how  to  handle 
it  than  a  buyer  of  it  who  has  never  used  any 
incubator,  and  as  he  is  interested  In  having 
bis  customers  succeed  with  his  machine  be 
sends  out  carefully  made  instructions  for 
using  it. 


What  Ancestry? 

Mr.  Editor;— 1  have  some  hens  bought  of  a  farmer 
here,  and  a  lot  of  chicks  hatched  from  eggs  from  the 
samestoct.  and  would  much  like  to  know  what  their 
ancestry  may  have  been. 

They  are  a  beautiful  clear  white,  have  small  lop- 
knots,  legs  are  feathered  to  the  toes,  and  they  have 
five  toes.  Altogether  they  are  very  handsome  fowls, 
u  lluie  smaller  than  Plymouth  Hocks,  but  larger  than 
Leghorns.  They  arc  said  to  be  flue  winter  layers. 
.Some  of  the  chicks,  a  very  few,  have  vulture  hocks, 
hut  all  of  them  have  lop-knots  (crests).  Now,  at  just 
two  months  old,  the  chicks  weigh  two  pounds,  live 
weight,  and  have  full,  meaty  breasts.  Can  you  form 
an  idea  of  their  ancestrj  ?  Might  there  be  Houdan 
blood  in  them— or  arc  the  Houdans  never  while? 
Whatever  their  origin  they  seem  lo  breed  quite  true 
to  their  present  breeil.  ^f  rs.  U. 

Edgartown.  .Mass. 

We  would  hazard  a  guess,  from  your  de- 


scription, that  they  are  the  result  of  a  remote 
Houdan-Light  Brahma  cross.  There  is  noth- 
ing in  the  nature  of  things  that  forbids  White 
Houdans.  They  are  a  black  aud  white  variety, 
and  white  "'sports"  might  easily  be  found 
among  them.  That  they  are  not  pure  While 
Houdans,  however,  is  iiidic:ited  by  the  feath- 
ered legs  and  occasional  vulture  hocks;  and 
their  being  nearly  as  large  as  tbe  Rocks  indi- 
cates an  admixture  of  blood  of  a  large  breed. 
The  Light  Brahmas  were  very  widely  di.s"- 
seniinated  twenty-five  and  thirty  years  ago, 
especially  in  south-eastern  Massachusetts, 
w  here  your  stock  probably  originated,  and  we 
would  think  it  probable  that  some  one  crossed 
Houdans  and  Light  Brahmas,  and  the  pure 
white  pluni:ige  of  today  was  due  to  "selec- 
tion" for  and  breeding  for  that  special  feature. 


Lice  on  Cliicks. 

Mr.  Editor;— I*lease  tell  me  how  you  keep  your 
growing  chicks  free  from  lice.  Mine  are  lousj"  iu 
spite  of  the  fact  that  the  coops  are  cleaned  daily  and 
kerosene<l  twice  a  week.  C.  11.  S. 

Medford,  N.J. 

The  cleaning  and  kerosening  of  the  coops 
doesn't  reach  the  body  lice;  only  dusting  with 
insect  powder,  as  Dalmatian,  or  Lambert's 
"  Death  to  Lice,"  will  do  that.  There  are  two 
kinds  of  lice,  speaking  broadly.  The  red 
spider  lice,  that  inhabit  the  cracks  and  crevices 
of  coops,  houses,  nest  bo.xcs,  and  are  especially 
found  around  roost  supports  and  on  the  under 
side  of  rbosl  poles;  these  are  best  fought  Willi 
kerosene  and  cleanliness.  Kerosene  in  the 
cracks  and  crevices  will  destroy  thein  root  and 
branch  —  if  it  only  reaches  them. 

The  body  lice  are  best  fought  with  insect 
powder,  as  they  live  close  to  (or  upon)  the 
skill,  and  kerosene  applied  in  suflicient  quan- 
tity to  kill  them  will  kill  (or  seriously  injure) 
the  chicks  themselves;  chicks  cannot  stand  a 
kerosene  bath  any  more  than  the  lice  can. 

It  would  be  no  small  task  to  thoroughly  dust 
a  lot  of  a  hundred  or  two  chicks,  and  it  is  only 
tUorouijh  work  that  does  tbe  business.  The 
powder  should  be  well  distributed  through 
the  feathers,  clear  dow^n  to  the  skin  ;  especial 
pains  being  taken  about  the  vent,  thighs  and 
under  the  wings,  and  among  the  feathers  of 
tbe  neck  and  head.  If  this  dusting  is  thor- 
oughly done  three  times,  with  an  interval  of 
a  week  between,  the  chicks  should  be  entirely 
rid  of  lice.  To  prevent  wasting  the  powder 
it  is  well  lo  lay  each  bird  on  its  side  in  a  large 
sized  pan,  holding  the  legs  carefully  but  firmly 
with  the  feft  hand,  and  dusting  in  the  powder 
with  the  right.  Dust  one  side  carefully  then 
turn  the  bini  over  and  dust  the  other  side;  the 
pan  will  catch  the  scattering  powder. 

In  this  lice  business,  as  in  many  other 
things,  an  ounce  of  prevention  Is  wonli 
pounds  of  cure, and  tbe  place  for  the  ounce  of 
prevention  is  on  the  silting  bens.  If  the  sit- 
ting hens  are  thoroughly  dusted  with  Insect 
powder  three  times,  a  week  apart,  they  should 
be  free  from  lice,  and  then,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  the  chicks  will  be  free  from  lice  when 
hatched.  If  they  are  kept  away  from  lousy 
hens,  (do  not  come  In  contact  with  lousy 
birds),  they  will  remain  free  f:om  lice.  That 
is  a  strong  argument  in  favor  of  raising  the 
cliicks  ill  brooders,  and  having  llie  old  bens 
all  sold  off  (and  the  pens  cleaned  up  and 
whitewashed)  before  the  pullets  are  brought 
into  the  houses, —  then  they  should  remain 
free  from  lice.  It  U  by  coming  in  contact 
with  lousy  hens  that  they  get  lice;  cut  off  the 
contact  and  you  prevent  infection. 


Roundworm. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  take  the  liberty  of  asking  you  to 
explain  through  the  columus  of  Fakm-Poui.tuv, 
if  you  can,  what  kind  of  a  worm  the  enclosed  is.  The 
chick  that  this  worm  came  fro:ii  was  ai>out  twelve 
weeks  old.  It  did  not  grow  to  more  than  about  half 
the  size  of  its  mates,  and  for  tlie  last  lliree  or  four 
week  was  always  dumping  around,  growing  weaker 
each  week,  finally  not  able  to  stand.  After  lying  on 
the  ground  for  six  to  ten  hours  it  vomited  up  the 
enclosed  worm,  and  died  very  soon  after.  What  is 
the  cause  of  the  worm— its  location— and  what  is  the 
remedy?  I  have  some  more  chicks  that  appear  to 
be  aClicted  in  the  same  way.  Would  it  be  best  to 
remove  them  from  the  other  chicks?  Any  ligtit  you 
can  give  on  ihe  subject  will  be  appreciated. 

Elmira,  N.  v.  F.  L.  I>. 

The  worm  was  so  dried  when  received  tlnit 
it  could  not  be  positively  identified.  It 
appears  to  be  a  roundworm,  of  which  Dr. 
Saiiliorn  says  in  "  Farm-Poultry  Doctor: "' 

"  This  worm  is  found  in  length  from  a  third 
of  an  inch  to  over  five  inches.  It  is  white  in 
color,  head  like  a  pencil  point,  tail  blunt 
much  like  a  finger  end.    Roundworms  are 


quite  common  In  poultry,  yet  do  little  harm 
unless  present  in  large  numbers.  A  worm 
or  two  will  produce  no  symptoms,  but  when 
fifty  or  a  hundred  are  busy  at  work,  strug- 
gling for  room  and  food,  it  is  to  be  expected 
that  the  bird  will  show  the  etlcct  of  the  war- 
fare within.  The  large  numbers  may  cause 
'  stoppage '  of  the  bowels,  from  irritation,  pro- 
duce diarrba';i,  or  from  tbe  nutriment  taken 
may  thin  and  weaken  the  bird.  The  round- 
worm is  seldom  thought  of  and  its  presence 
known  till  an  examination  after  death  shows 
that  the  worms  are  there.  An  observing  per- 
son, who  is  with  his  birds  nearly  all  the  time, 
may  now  and  then  see  a  worm  in  the  drop- 
pings; but  the  other  birds  quickly  eat  any- 
thiiig  of  such  nature  that  they  find. 

"  Treatment.— Ksery  other  morning  for  a 
week,  an  hour  before  feeding,  give  a  two- 
grain  pill  of  santoriiine.  followed  by  a  one 
half  teaspoonful  of  castor  oil.  All  droppings 
of  suspected  birds  should  be  taken  up  as 
often  as  practicable,  and  used  on  ground 
remote  from  the  range  of  the  flock." 


Congestion  of  the  Liver. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  Some  of  my  hens  are  drooping  about, 
aiHl  do  not  care  to  eat  much  of  anylliiug.  Their  heads 
aud  combs  turn  black.  Can  you  tell  me  of  sonielhing 
that  will  cure  them  ?  L.  L).  P.  ' 

t'lanton,  Ala. 

The  symptoms  given  coincide  quite  closely 
with  those  observed  in  fowls  suffering  from 
congestion  of  the  liver.  This  trouble  is  gener- 
ally due  to  overfeeding  of  stimulating  or  fat- 
tening foods  and  to  lack  of  exercise.  If  taken 
in  time  some  of  the  fowls  m:iy  be  cured  by  the 
following  treatment  taken  from  "  Farm-Poul- 
try Doctor."  "  A  teaspoonful  of  castor  oil, 
or  one-half  teaspoonful  of  sulphate  of  mag- 
nesia, dissolved  in  water,  given  once  a  day." 
With  this  give  proper  sanitary  treatment,  and 
green  food  in  abundance.  If  not  checked  in 
lime  the  disease  develops  inflammation  of  the 
liver,  and  is  then  incurable. 


Sunflower  Seed  for  Poultry. 

^Ir.  Ediu>r:  — As  I  live  in  a  country  where  we 
eaunot  raise  corn  to  any  a'ivantage,  and  wheat  is  on 
the  way  up  to  the  Ivlondyke,  we  who  are  raising  poul- 
try are  desirous  of  learning  what  value  there  is  in 
substitutes  for  poultry  food.  I  have  quite  a  large 
patch  of  sunflowers  (perh.^ps  len  or  fifteen  bushels) 
of  seed,  and  sixty  pullets  to  winter.  Iu  what  way  would 
you  advise  me  to  feed  to  them  iu  connecti<m  with 
other  food,  so  as  to  get  the  best  results  iu  eggs  for  the 
winter?  N.  E.  E. 

Bremerton,  Wash. 

Sunflower  seed  is  often  recommended  as  a 
lioultry  food,  useful  as  an  extra,  but  to  be  fed 
sfiaringly,  as  it  is  said  to  be  very  fattening. 
Ill  the  subscrilier's  place  we  would  do  some 
experimenting.  Ground  to  a  coarse  meal  and 
mixed  with  bran,  it  miyht  make  a  good  feed. 
It  is  worth  trying.  Grind  up  a  little,  and  feed 
cautiously.  Then  a  little  might  be  fed  whole, 
supplementing  other  grains;  but  to  make  it 
any  considerable  part  of  the  ration,  we  fear 
would  not  work  well. 
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We  Think  They  Are  AU  Kight. 

Mr.  Editor :  —  "  Hatcli  Ibe  clucks  in  April,  keep  them 
growing  so  (lit-  pullols  will  lay  by  October,  and  keep 
llicm  layiu-."  This  is  said  to  be  the  wliole  secret  in 
making  ln-i"s  pay;  but  now  1  liave  read  somewhere 
else  tbat  one  nni.-t  not  Iiave  tbe  chicks  Ijatched  too 
early,  or  llicy  will  hrgin  to  lay  by  August  or  Septem- 
bci-  and  to  r.ioult  in  November,  which  would  stop  all 
winter  laying. 

Now  I  lia\  e  tried  to  follow  t]ie  golden  rule^  and  have 
some  line  breeding  jniUets  of  mixed  blood,  hatched 
A|iril  Ord  and  KHIi,  and  have  succeeded  so  well  in 
keeping  them  growing  that  some  of  them  began  laying 
when  hardly  five  mouths  old,  and  one  by  one  they  are 
starting  in.  I  can  expect  to  have  the  wliole  lot  laying 
before  the  month  is  out.  I  would  like  to  know  il 
there  is  any  danger  that  these  pullets  will  moult  iu 
November  and  stop  laying  for  the  rest  of  the  winter. 

Mont  Clare,  I'a.  O.  E.  S. 

We  tbiuU  tliei-e  need  be  no  fear  of  April 
pullets  motiltiiig  vvlteu  they  begin  laying'  as 
late  as  these.  Had  Ibey  started  laying  a 
mouth  earlier  they  might  moult.  As  it  is,  a 
few  may;  but  we  don't  think  there  will  be  a 
general  moult. 


Good  Laying.  A  Peculiar  Disease. 

Sir.  Editor:— 1  am  trying  to  follow  tbe  teachings 
of  FAitJi-rot'LTRY,  and  am  meeting  with  excellent 
sticcess.  I  have  forty  laying  hens,  and  although  they 
are  moulting  I  get  from  eighteen  to  twenty-four  eggs 
per  day.  1  Jind  the  Leghorn-Brahma  cross  make  line 
large  birds,  good  winter  layers,  and  excellent  sitters 
and  mothers. 

Many  birds  here  are  dying  from  what  the  people 
call  •■  stretcli-neck."  The  birds  constantly  stretch 
their  necks,  have  liigli  fever,  and  their  feathers  drop 
out  as  if  they  had  been  scalded.  Can  you  name  the 
disease  and  remedy,  if  any?  It  is  very  fatal  and 
atl'ects  old  birds  as  w  ell  as  5  0ung. 

The  greatest  trouble  I  have  with  chicken-pox  and 
roup;  yes,  and /ice.  In  spite  of  insect  powder,  coal 
oil,  sulphur,  carbolic  acid,  etc.,  I  still  have  the  pesis; 
but  I  mean  to  conquer  them  if  I  live  long  enough. 
Yours  for  general  utility  thoroughbreds. 

Dallas,  Tex.  Mrs.  A.  C.  M. 

We  cannot  name  the  disease.  A  number  of 
peculiar  diseases  are  reported  this  year  from 
dift'erent  localities,  and  we  think  it  probable 
that  each  is  due  to  local  causes,  which  ought 
to  be  studied  on  the  spot.  This,  of  course, 
we  cannot  do,  and  it  is  impossible  for  us  to 
give  any  assistance  iu  such  cases,  much  as  we 
would  wish  to  help. 


Dysentery  or  Enteritis. 

I  would  like  some  advice  concerning  my  hens.  1 
have  been  losing  them  for  about  four  months;  have 
lost  about  eighty  out  of  aflock  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty,  and  tliey  are  still  dying.  They  first  refuse  to 
eat,  and  mope  around  for  several  days.  Then  the 
bowel  discharges  become  thin  and  of  a  yellow-green 
color,  and  in  a  few  days  they  die.  They  were  troubled 
with  body  lice,  bul  I  have  about  got  rid  of  the  lice. 
Is  it  best  to  kill  them  as  fast  as  they  get  sick  ?  A  few 
get  well— not  many.  1  have  tried  a  good  many  things. 
What  shall  I  do? 

^^'hat  is  the  best  way  to  get  rid  of  body  lice  on 
fowls?  I  bought  liquid  lice  killer  and  painted  boards 
with  it,  and  forced  them  to  roost  on  it  over  night,  and 
repeated  in  a  week;  it  is  quite  expensiye. 

De  Soto,  La.  A.  M.  P. 

The  disease  described  is  of  a  diarrhoeal 
nature,  and  we  are  forced  to  suspect  some- 
thing radically  wrong  in  tbe  treatment  of  the 
fowls.  By  carefully  compariug  the  symptoms 
exhibited  by  his  sick  fowls  with  the  descrip- 
tions of  dysentery  and  enteritis  given  in 
"Farm-Poultry  Doctor,"  (which  our  corre- 
spondent ordered  when  writing),  Mr.  P. 
will  probably  be  able  to  determine  the  exact 
nature  of  the  disease,  and  to  take  prompt 
measures  to  prevent  its  further  ravages. 

All  the  insecticides  that  have  been  before 
the  public  for  some  time  are,  we  believe, 
eflective  in  ridding  fowls  of  body  lice.  Get 
the  most  of  the  lice  off  and  then  give  the  fowls 
a  good  dust  bath  with  plenty  of  fine  sand  in 
it,  and  let  them  keep  the  vermin  down  them- 
selves. They  will  do  it  if  you  give  them  half 
;i  chance,  and  i-eally  seem  to  enjoy  the  battle. 
It  should  be  remembered  tbat  the  hen  wallows 
to  bathe  as  well  as  to  free  herself  from  lice, 
tind  the  sand  .scours  the  feathers.  If  you  have 
never  used  saud  iu  the  dust  bath,  try  it,  and 
watch  results. 


Shows  to  Occur. 

rsecretaritts  of  Show  Associations  please  note  errors 
or  omissious,  and  forward  corrections.— ED.j 

New  England  States. 
Nov.  SO— Dec.  3,  "97.  Amesbury,  Mass. 
Dec,  X— 4, -97.  North  Adams,  Mass.  A.  G.  Nichols, 
Sec'y. 

]-)(.(.,  1 — i,  '97.  Fall  River,  Mass.  -John  Crowlber, 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  S— 11,  '97.  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  H.  S.  Babcock, 
Providence,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  S— 11, '97.  Danbury,  Conn.  F.  Bowman,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  14—17,  '97.  Milford,  Mass.  AV.  H.  Pyne,  Sec'y. 
15— IS,  '97.  New  London,  Conn.  C.  B.  Smith, 

Sec'y. 

Dec. '21-25, '97.  Sloueham,  Mass.  O.  P.  Hill,  Sec'y, 


Dec. 22— 25,  '97.  Seymour,  Conn.  11.  D.  Hendrick, 
Shelton,  Sec'y. 

Dec. 'is— 30, '97.  Hayerhill,  Mass.  George  H.  Green- 
man,  Sec'y. 

Dec.  28—30,  '97.  Barre,  -V't.  A.  M.  Smith,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  28—31,  '97.  Fitchburg,  Mass.  .J.  D.  Brown, 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  29.  '97— .Jan.  1.  '9S.  New  Haven,  Conn.  N.  D. 
Forbes,  xMontowese,  Sec'y. 

Jan.6— 7, '98.  '\Vai-e,  Mass.  W.  H.  Rivers,  Sec'y. 

.Jan.  .5—8, '98.  Peabody,  Mass.  A.  W.  Tyler.  Sec'y. 

Jan.5— 8, '98.  Beyerly,  Mass.  Arthur  Elliott,  Pres. 

Jan.  10—13,  '98.  Milford,  N.  H.  W.  D.  Sargent, 
Sec'y. 

.Jan.  10—14,  '98.  Hartford,  Conn.  G.  P.  Merritt, 
Sec'y. 

.Tan.  11—13,  '98.  Gloucester,  Mass.  F.  H.  Abbott, 
Sec')'. 

Jan.  11— 13, '98.  Lenox,  Mass.  L.  II.  Peters,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  18—22,  '98.  Boston,  Mass.  A.  R.  Sharp, 
Taunton,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  25— 28, '98.  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt.  F.  U.Rauney, 
Sec'y. 

Jan. '26-29, '98.  Ansouia,  Conn.  G.  A.  Hill,  Sec'y. 

Breeders  and  Marketmen. 

OUK  KEQUESTS:  —  We  make  two  requests  of  our 
Subscribers.  One  is  when  ■writing  our  Advertis- 
ing pa/ro7fs  always  mention  FAUM- POULTRY. 
Ailotlier  is  ^/yo«  a^A'  them  questions^  always  inclose 
a  stamp.  If  you  observe  both  of  these  requests  it  will 
benefit  you  amazingly.  11  shoirs  that  you  mean  business. 
Remember,  Molasses  will  catch  more  flies  than 
vinegar^''^  and  those  who  observe  it  are  served  first. 


A  15AD  'WICK  is  worse  than  none.  XTse  only  the 
Sunlight  Carbon.  10  cents  for  sample,  ti.  G. 
Itobiiison,  printer  F.-P.,  29  Purchase  St.,  Boston. 

.4.BOUT  a  hundred  Light  Brahmas,  Buff  Cochins. 
\\  b.  Wvau.  anil  ljuit  Cochin  Bantams  at  Sl.ai'  to 
S2.50  ea.:  trios  S5  to  S7.  S  line  Oakland  Farm  Bull' 
Co.  cocks,  S3  ea.   K.  S.  Creamer,  Metliueu,  Mass. 

A.  P.  ALLEN,  .MeadviUe,  Pa.  Lt.  Brahmas,  \\ . 
Cochins,  B.  V.  Rocks  and  Pekin  Ducks. 

BARGAINS  in  1897  breeders.  Golden  and  Buff 
\\'>aus.  and  White  Wonders.  Few  more  of  tbe 
conimon  yearling  hens  at  12c.  lb.  F.  S.  Tenne)', 
Peterboro,  N.  H. 

BUFF  P.  Rock  and  Buff  Legh.  cock'ls  and  pullets, 
st'k  good  as  lives.  C.  F.  Eessenden,  Chelsea,  Mass. 

CUT  CLOVER  IN  SACKS,  $1.50  per  100  lbs. 
I.  G.  Quiriii,  'J'ioga  Center,  N.  Y. 

FOR  SALE,  a  new  Star  2S0-egg  incubator.  No  better 
machine  made,  S2S.  200-egg  Invincible,  S13.  It  is 
a  lirst  class  machine.  Cut  clover,  100  lbs,  SI. 75. 
Grit,  100  lbs.,  75c.   W.  M'.  Kulp,  Pottslown,  Pa. 

FOR  SALE.— 10  nice  B.  Lang,  hens,  1  cock  and  4 
))ullets,  also  Butt'  P.  R.  cockerels,  S2  each.  F.  C. 
Lincoln,  Taunton,  Mass. 

GOING  TO  SHOW?  Send  for  Aunable's  S.  C.  W. 
Leghorns;  tW  pullets  and  cock'ls  ready  for  deliv- 
ery after  Oct.  1 ;  farm  raised,  notetl  for  si^e.  color, 
smooth  combs;  prolific  exhibition  pens  a  spe- 
cialty. Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Winners  where- 
ever  shown;  prices  right  for  quality.  C.  H. 
Annable,  Danvers,  Mass. 

IF  YOU  'WANT  a  cockerel,  trio,  or  breeding  pen 
of  Barred  Ply.  Rocks  bred  from  the  winners  at 
Amesbury  and  Milford,  Mass.,  1  have  them,  and 
will  sell  at  reasonable  prices.  For  particulars 
address  F.  A.  Quimby,  East  Rochester,  N.  H. 

100  BARRED  P.  Rock  eggs,  S4:  or  300  for  $10. 
Emanuel  Sehieber.  Brandywine,  Ohio. 

PEA  FOWLS.  This  year  birds  85  per  pair ;  2  year 
old  birds  SS  per  j>air.  One  very  fine  pair  4  year  old 
birds,  SIO.  Pea  Cocks  coming  2  ■\  ears  old,  $4  each. 
Geo.  A.  Hurlbeit,  Cuyler,  N.  Y. 

PEKIN  Ducks  or  drakes,  SI  each,  if  ordered  before 
Nov.  15.      Geo.  A.  Hurlbert,  Cuyler,  N.  Y. 

ROSE  C.  B.  LEGHORNS,  specialty  10  years. 
Circular  free.  J.  L.  Randoli>h,  Bartlelt,  Ohio. 

S.  0.  BROWN  Leghorns  for  sale.  Yearlings,  large 
line.  Among  them  niy  winners  of  1st  pen  at 
Amesbury  last  Dec,  SI  each ;  SIO  per  12.  100  pul- 
lets Nov.  1  at  SI  ea.  F.  E.  Colby,  Bow  Mills,  N.  H. 

TOULOUSE  and  Einbden  Geese,  also  Pekin  Ducks, 
(Hallock  and  Kankiu)  for  breeding  or  exhibition 
cheap.   Mrs.  A.  T.  Chamberlain,  Westboro,  Mass. 

WHITE  P.  Rocks  50  choice  cockerels,  75  pullets,  25 
yearling  hens.  All  vigorous  farm  raised  stock. 
Low  prices.  Geo.  A.  Hurlbert,  Cuyler,  N.  Y. 

WHITE  'W'yandottes,  brown  egg  strain.  100  choice 
farm  raised  cockerels  and  50  pullets  at  reasonable 
prices.  Write.  Geo.  A.  Hurlbert,  Cuyler,  N.  Y. 

WHITE  'WYANDOTTES  exclusively.  Brown  egg 
strain.  Fowls  bred  for  practical  purposes;  eggs,  SI 
per  13;  incubator  eggs,  S5  per  100.  Stock  in  season. 
Sat.guar'd.  P.  D.  White,  North  Aitleboro,  Mass. 

WHITE  WVANDOTTES,  brown  egg  strain.  All 
stock  guaruii.    W.  B.  Eastman,  St.  Johnsbury,  A't. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES,  larg.'  .i.-n  k  egg,  pro- 
lific laying  strain.   W.  E.  Mack,  «  '"ril  i. irk.  Vt. 

WHITE 'Wyandottes.  100  pullets, 1'.'.'.  In  n- and  a  largo 
number  of  unrelated  cocks  and  cockerels  iu  lots  to 
suit.   RushVauglian,  '\Voodstock,  Vl. 


Buyers'  Directory. 

CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISEMENTS  onli/  will  be 
pi'inted  under  this  heading;  no  advei'lisemput  admilled 
co?itammg  less  tha7i  TWO  lines;  no  dis}>la>j  otiier  Ihan 
the  initial  woi'd  or  7iame  alloiced;  no  liinii  lo  lengdi  of 
ad.;  an  advtjrtiser  can  divide  his  coj'i/  and  put  the 
matter  undt  r  'I  ■<  nunnj  lieadings  as  he  iri.^lte:^;  all  space 
used  except  clti^.-i fictl  headline.,  to  be  charged  at  a 
uniform  price  of  25  cents  per  line  each  and  everi/ 
insertion;  no  less  price  per  line  for  any  number  of  tini  :< 
or  times  inserted:  copt/  'rill  be  changed  ofteJi  as  desired; 
about  seven  ordin  an/  b-ords  irill  make  a  line;  all  parts 
of  lines  charged  as  one  full  line;  the  headlines  tcill  be 
arranged  alphabetical!!/.^  as  ifi  a  ^' busi7iess  director?/.^' 


ANDALUSIANS. 


B 


tiUK    Aniiiiliisiaii,  choice   breeilcrs.  exliibition 
bird,s  -4  specialty.   Sylvan  Un»vo  Poultry  Farm, 
lieniurijstou,  Mass. 


B 


for  HOUSE  PLANTS, 
LAWNS,  GARDENS, 
FARM  CROPS. 


FERTILIZERS 

3ning," 

25c. 


and  enough  odorless  fertil- 
izer for  thirty  plants  three 
months,   sent  by   mat!  for 


tt/  Catalogue  free.    State  for  what  purpose  fertilizer  is  wanted  when  writing.  J 

^    BOWKER  FERTILIZER  CO.,        -       -       -        Boston,  j 


BRAHMAS. 


(tOCKERELS  — Felcli  heavy  laying  strain,  S2  to 
/   S3  eacli.   Afichael  K.  Buyer,  Hammonton.  N.  .1. 

 BREEDING  STOCK.  

't  t^  t^ a  t'ARM,  W  arner,  N.  H.  Breeils  vig.  B.  1'. 
±  <   <  O  R'ks.L.Brahs.,  C.I.Ga.,P.Ducks.W.'\Vys. 

IT.  BRAH.  W.  P.  Rocks,  prize  winning.  Kggs. 
^   in  season.  Stock.     F.  C.  Brown.  (^u<'i-iiee.  ^^l . 
HITE  Wvaudolli'  e<.ek']s  Sl.'-'.'i  to  S'-'.  Alsoa 
leiv  female-.  Mjuini'.ll]  I'ekin  1  >ii.-ks.  Sl..Mii-a. 
(ieo.  l;.  S.  liaoOer.  Ball^lon  Lake.N.  V. 


w 


FOK  SALE.    Cuckeruls.   S.  C.  B.  Lc^.,  Bar.  Ply. 
Rocks,  a.  Wyun.  also  pullets  and  yearlings  from 
)irize  wiunin.if  st'k'.  Write.   C.  Hurlnia'n,  Ware,  Mass. 

CmOlCK  early  hatclied  cock'ls  S*2,  Sa  each  from 
/   my  early  niaturing:  prolific  laying  brown  e^g 
sLrain  of  Lt.  Brali.  and  W.  Wj'an.   No  inbreeding. 

K.  L.  TSalon,  Millington.  Mass. 


C 


HOICE  H.  I'.  U 

■k'i>.  SI  lo  S-.' 


and  V. 
i.-ll.  (, 


<■.  I!.  I. eg. 
r.iin.-r.  Me. 


WVANDOTTES,  pi  i/,e  winning  ,si  raiii^ ,  vmmg 
stock  this  ye.ir's  breeders.  ti<jld.  Silver,  Bull', 
P.  R.  cockerels.     Sylvan  Grove  Poultry  Farm, 

Bernardst(m.  Mass. 


W.  Fine  large  cock  Is,  none  bi'lter,  Sl.'25. 

II.  I..  Marliiidrll.  Doliiigton,  Pa. 


APRIL  batched  c. 
SI  and  Sl.-50each. 


('.  A\'.  lie 


oake  line  breeders, 
,  \\  ii  kturd,  R.  I. 


WHITE  WvandMiif.-.  llunirr  >Irain,  11  viMil'g 
hens,  SI  ea. ;  \ car  ..Id  (-...-k.  .lir.  c-t  fi  ..m  H..  S:V; 
2  line  cock'ls,  S2..50eai  li ;  4  m  arl'- W  .  IM! .  h.  ii>,  SI  .  ach. 
Excellent  layers.  M  .  W.  li..hn.  l:..l.i -.mia.  Pa. 

C1U01CE  Mav  h.Uche.l  l;.l'.  l;...-k  pullcl-an.l  .\pril 
/    hat..]ied  w:\V.an.l  A\'.an.l  l;.l>.  l;.,.-k  .-'k'l- cheap. 
C-ireat  la\  ing  >lr'^.    H.'...  S.  H..weM,  Ka-t  f' .r.l .  C. .1  in. 

CHOlCKearly  h.-il.-ln  .1  c.ickerels.  S'.'.  $.;  ■  a.-h  fr.nn 
ln'\'  eali>'  uialuring.  prolilic  la\  ing  tir.>;vii  egg 
strain  of  Lt.'Biali.  ami  W.  M'\'an.   No  inbreeding. 

E.  L.  Eaton.  Millington,  Mass. 


CLOVER  HAY. 


c 


LOVER,  cut  ready  for  use,  S2  per  h«)  lbs. 

Woodhid  Farm," Station  V..  I'liilailelphia,  Pa. 


L-^UT  CLOVER  in  s.-tcks,  S1.50  per  too  lbs. 
_^  I.  G.  Quirin,  Tioga  Center,  N.  Y. 


COCHINS. 


B 


U*'F  Cocliins.  pullets  and  vearliuj;  lien^  lor 
sale  cheap.   Ed.  H.  Van  Att:i.  \Va\  t-i  ly.  .\  .  V. 


B 


Uli'F  COCHINS,  trios  or  cocken^ls,  hatched  in 
^larch.  I.  y.  Sammis,  Huntington.  N.  Y. 


DOCS. 


DOGS  of  ull  breeds  tor  salt,  of  high  class  and  old 
n^lialih-  dralers.  Birds,  pigeons  and  all  pet 
siiH-k.  Si-inc  \'-v\  line  bargains  if  tbev  go  at  sight — 
N  fox  iK.nii'l:-.  SlJ.or  SIH  pair:  10  Beagles,  SS  each.  S15 
iiair;  liiir  In  nki-n  Stutters,  S40  each,  if  taken  soon. 
Poultry.  A.l.ir,.'ss  Rob.  \\  alker  &  Co.. 

251  Douabue  St..  iMt.  Auburn.  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


DUCKS. 


b'>l^i~k  Pekins  in  lots  to  suit,  grand  stock. 
^\JX7      Corby's  Poultry  Farm.  Plaiiitii.ld.  N.  .T. 

.Ill  i:;  lb.  sl...'k  ;  .Irake^  St 
i>.  S'.'.    Ilaiikin,  \.'«  man, 
I  ..hn  K .  !>.'> ce.  Summil  \  ille.  X.  Y. 


Kf\ PEKIN  1)1 

tJXj   ea.  du.'k^  SI 

and  Kawkins 


ECCS. 


P7 76  FARM,  Warner,  N.H.  Large  iirolilicbr.egg 
_  4   ^lr~  r.  I',  li'ks..  L.  Brah.  r.  1.  (Raines.  W. 'SVys. 

;^*H\  sAI.B:  .  ggs  for  incubation.  \'ig..i  ..us  mixed 
st.>c]v.  iniii-lv  growers.  S3  per  bundl  ed. 

Tbe  H.  Fell  Poultry  Co.,  Sewell.  N.  J. 


EXCHANGE. 


SEJLL  or  ex.  for  bone  grinder,  curitentcr  tools.  Fir 
Games.  Rioyele.   <'.  L'Anioun-iix,  INnvanda.  Ta. 

GAMES. 

PIT  GAME  FOWL  and  chicks. 
.7.  P.  Colby,  Newburyport.  .Mass. 

 GEESE.  

FOR  SALE.— Toulouse  Geese,  pairs  and  trios,  2 
and  3  years  old.  Grand  breeders.  Sure  to  please. 
 Address    Oakland  Farm.  Kelsey.  Ohio. 

FOR  SALE  Toulouse  Geese,  one  pair  old,  several 
pairs  young.   F.  H.  Hatlia\i  ay,  M'hitinan,  Mass. 

INCUBATORS  AND  BROODERS. 

8"  ENl)  for  Cat.  of  tbefamous  Olentangy  Incubators 
anil  Rroo.li-rs.    Geo.  S.  Singer,  t'ardingtoii.  O. 
NCUi;  \TOIi    regulation    lierfc'iieil.     Si-nil  for 
illii-lral.'.l  .■.■il,il..LMM-.    A.H.  niirr.  I  imalia.  N'eh. 
rI-^ HE  PERFECTED  lnciil.al..rs.    < 'a^li,  install- 
JL    ments,  or  rented.   The  Pertecle.i  regulator  lits' 
any  incubator.  4  cts.  in  slaiiijis  for  circular. 

'  H.  D.  Moult        Taiiiib.n,  ]\rass. 

O    600-egg  Mon.arch  incubaiors,  in  hist  class  run- 
ning  order,  SoO  and  S6.5,  both  SllC. 

 M.  Peters.  Barnstable.  Mass. 

,-EGG  Challenge  inculiator.  good  onler.  $10. 

Anil.l.-r  Uro-^.,  Sli-siiig.  X.  ■^'. 


(>00 


100 


■KGG  Homer  Oil  v  uiru't.-ilor.  SI',',  gcod  as 
new  ;  too  small.  M'.  AV.  Bolin.  Robe.sunia,  Pa. 


BKAMHALL.  Deane  Brooder  Stove,  No.  2,  with 
.220  feet  of  2  in.  pipe.   Also  a  600-egg  new  Sim. 
inculiator.  James  McNeill.  Hudson.  N.  Y. 

FINE  vigorous  B.  M.  cockerels  ti  '>in  inirc  st<tck 
averaging  about  190  eggs  per  V(  . 11  :  fn  i-  laiiL'c. 

Geo.  W.  Conabh-".  ( ■..r  il;ni<i.  X.  V. 


100 


-EfiG  Prairie  State.'iOll  Kx.-.-Mor,  r..i-  Wi  a's. 

  R(.ck~.  ..r  ..^i^li.    n..\  'Jid.  I'lainlii-l.l.  X.'.l. 

PTIWO  PR.illME  Slate  Xo.J  ,secl  i.iiial  Brooders, 
_L     perfect,  rluap.     ('.  W.  Beck.  Wickf.ir.l.  R.  I. 

 LANGSHANS.  

IOFFKK  hi  Bl'k  Laugsban  liensscoi-ing  from  92  to 
at  Sl.'>(i  and  $2each.  Cocks,  scoring  from  92 
to  03,  S2  each.  Cockerels  and  pullets  at  SI  each. 
I':  1 1 1 i re  lot.  Sr)<).  C.  T.  Drowne.  Sandown.  N.  H. 

LEGHORNS. 

INGLE  Comb  l?r.  Leghorns  exclusively.   I  have 
some  fine  cockerels  I  think  would  please  you. 
^Vrite  so  I  can  tell  vou  more  about  them. 
Edward  T.  Murpliv,  Box  102,  East  Whitman,  Mass. 


FOR  SALE.— ^00  Single  and  R.  C.  Brown  and  \Vh. 
Leghorns.  Pullets,  cockerels  and  yearling  bens 
bred  for  layers.   Write  for  prices.  Address, 

 Oakland  Farm.  Kelsey,  Ohio. 

SC.  W.  Leg.  cock'ls,  S'.'each.   Satisfaction.  A.'V. 
»    \V.Bowne.'2iJ  B.  a.  ..n  SI..  !\1  i.l.ll,  i ,.wu.  X.  Y. 
C.  W.Leg.coek'l-,  \\  ick..ltslr.  I  nliiiiue.lralige 
,    SttoS'-'    Elsi.i  P.  \'aii  Hin-eii,  Miickpoit.  N.  Y. 


s 


200 


.  I  '.  W  liile  i.i  i  d  tr..iii  .Ma.liM.n  S.|.  winners 
cli'p.  (  crby'^  L'..lillry  Faim.  I'laiiilield.  X..I. 


MINORCAS. 


300 


.Min's  at  bargain.  eggs  for  price  of  13  now. 
C.'ilab.gue.   ti.  II.  N..rlliup,  Itaceville, N.Y'. 


KOV.VL  .-u  aio  llki.'k   Miii..r.  a>  n  111  l,.r  my  cus- 
toiiiers  ill  1  he  sin.iigc-i  .-..iiiiici  il  it.ii  at  thegreat- 
est  American  |.-.  n.  \\  ,,'i„|.  ])l■^  lU  ii.  X.  Y. 

C CHOICE  White  .M  in.. rca  cockerels  l..r  iniliiediale 
/    sale.    Wrilc      I  ■leiili  1 1 .  .I..I111-.1.11.  I ^ rol on.  X .  Y. 

1>L.\CK  _Miii..'X.-.  ■^'..iiiig  sl...-k:iii.l  I. reeling  liens. 
>    1:.  Si..rv.  Is:  ,\iiin-l..ii  .\ve..  lU.i..klyii.  X.  Y. 

1»L.VCK  Jl  l>t)l;C.\,s,  Norlliiiliaii.l  Iliill'strains 
*    Ih-lis  au.l  imllels,  SI  each.    Cockerel!-,  SI  to  S3. 
tTooil  slock  M.  V.  Allen,  Ovid,  N.  Y. 


PIGEONS. 


~i  ^VlIlte  Scotch  I'antails.  Large,  even,  flat 
AVFVt  tails.  Fine  style  and  action.  Grand  breeding 
and  exhibition  biriis  that  are  right  in  quality  and 
m  ice.  E.  A.  Holhriiok.  Winchester,  Mass. 

PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 

|^.A.K'I>  ,A>0  VV.  p.  Rocks,  last  year's  breeders, 
JLP  also  tine  lot  young  stock.  Prices  reasonable  for 
ipiality.  Cannot  be  excelled,  seldom  equaled.  Write 
me  your  wauls,   sal  isla.tioii.    I":\ergieen  Pi.  'Tds., 

 H.  .J.  I'lirlis.  l,'eil-Hook-..ii  Hudson,  N.  Y. 

AKREI)  I'lymoutli  Rock  breeders  to  close  out 
before  Oct.,  $1  each ;  S9  per  la.  1000  finest  exhi- 
bition and  breeding  birds  after  Oct.  1,  largest  and 
finest  stock  in  N.  H.— hatched  and  raised  by  liens  on 
grass  ramre.  F.  E.  r..lby.  Bow  Mills,  N.  H. 


fZi\  Tli..r..uglilir 
f  P\  F    layers  and  In 
Hrooksi.iePoulli  v  \ 


I  1; 


P.  l:...  k 


..ler 


irling  hens,  good 
ca.  lots  to  suit. 
Mass..  G.  B.  X'^ewton. 


w 


M.  P.  R.i 

for  t>ri( 


W  in.  K.  Hill, is.  IK 


clieap.  Write 
Ituyter.  X .  Y. 


II^OR  SALE.— li. 
cockerels  and 


B 


UFF  I'lv.  Rock 
wants.  Pri.-es 


Hid  W  hile  P.  Rocks.  Pullets, 
calling  bens,  in  lots  to  suit. 
( laklaiid  Farm,  Kelsey,  Ohio. 


..ck'ls  choice.  Write  ()uick,  state 
iLdit.  F.ir.l  Urns..  Oak  Ilill.X.  Y 


'T  RT  JiAliRED  P. 
4  *J    and  bred  lai  j. 


l;..i'k  pullets  hesi  of  Ijr.^e.ling 
ely  lor  layers,  SlL'  iier  dozen; 
average  weight  atn.ut  4  llis.,  cockerels  to  match. 
 E.  .-V.  Bradley.  Lenox  Dale.  Mass. 

POULTRY  SUPPLIES. 

EA  SHELLS  for  poultry.    Send  for  circular. 

Hobert  Chapnian.  .Jr..  im  'lai  eilii.nt  Park.  Boston. 
VSTERMiells.  Mica  i'risuil  (.lit.  Cut  Clover 
etc.    Listfiee.     .I.T.  l:li...lis.  L.-cchliurg.  Pa. 


o 


PRINTING. 


FIRST  CLASS  work.  A  Xo.  1  stock.   Prices  rock 
bottom.   Send  stamp  lor  samples  and  prices. 

 Reprn-ter  Printing  House.  Wellsville,  N.  Y. 

EAT  and  attractive  printing  at  10  to  saj  per  cent 
lower  than  others  quote.  Samples  and  prices 
f  i-ee.  S.  E.  Richards,  Box  335,  Monticello,  Wis. 


TURKEYS. 


^OR  SALE. -W  hite  Holland  and  M.  B.  turkeys. 
N\  rite.  Oakland  Farm.  Kelsey,  Ohio. 


WANTED. 


SiTl'.VTION  waiilc.l  bv  a  practical  Iioultrvman, 
c.ipal. I.- to  take  entire  cli.'uge:  a  single,  nri.ldle- 
age.l.  failliful  man;   lirst  class   references.  Ail.lress 
'  ■■  l',.iiltr>  iii.-ili."  P.O.  n..xll'-lli.  Xi-w  York  Cily. 

WANTED,  everx.. II..  1..  kli..w  lli.-il  1  bave  re- 
nii.vi..l  tn.iii  Duliliii.  X'.  II.,  to  Alilrim,  X.H., 
where  1  still  continue  to  breed  llonilaiisof  tlielinest. 
Cockerels,  pairs,  etc.,  for  sale.   Write  your  wants  to 

 L.  H.  Burpee.  Antrim.  N.  H. 

OSITIOM  assupt.  of  poultry  ]ilant,  10  year  ex- 
perience  with  bens  and  artiticial  means;  diseases 
a  specialty.  ,1.  V.  Wyant.  Howlusville.  Ohio. 

SITUATION  wanted  on  poult  rv  farm  bv  a  young 
man  (age '21);  had  6  years  experience  W'ith  poul- 
try :  thoroughly  understands  incu  bators  and  brooders ; 
handy  with  carpenter's  tools. 

 W  ill,  c.  Doii.gall,  Pattersnnville,  N.  Y. 

SITr.XTION  waiiK  .lbya  practical  poultrvman. 
caiial.l..  1..  lake  i  iitlre  charge;  a  single  m'iddle- 
age.l  faiib  till  iiiati;  tiisl  class  references.  Address 
 l'..iillrviliaii.  I'.  1 1.  Box  1040.  X''ew  York  City. 

WHITE  WONDERS. 


<^Q  WHITE  W 


s.  yearling  liens  $1.. 50 each. 
Also  some  .■li..ice  voung  stock. 

W.  H.  SI  lib.  Box  V2T,.  Marlboro,  Alass. 


WYANDOTTES. 


IT  Tii  F.\I;M,  Warner,  \ 
4  4  \y  i;'k^..  I,,  liiaii 


W  .Wvs..  B.  P. 
I.  (Sanies  liliexcelleil. 


Sl.HEt..  pl.'ase— our  Sil.  an. I  W  liile  Wyandottes, 
bred  for  utility.   Piillels  an. I  c..ckerels  at  low 
prices.   Wrile.  Oaklaii.l  Farm.  Kelsev.  Ohio. 


/-YANDOTTES,  S.  l.ace.l  aii.l  White  stock 
■     cheap,   .loliii  W.  Brow  II.  Tie. i  n  Grove.  Tenn. 


WH  ITK  WYAX  DOTTES.  Winners  again,  at 
R.l.Slale  lair.  ..11  4  entries,  won  3  firsts  and 
one  •2d.  Mv  stock  has  w..n  22  prizes  on  29  entries  at 
leaiiiiig  shows,  including  11  firsts.  A  fine  lot  of 
cock'ls  lor  sale  at  from  S3  to  SS  each;  20  yearling 
hens  at  S1..50  each  ;  pullets  S1.50  to  83  each.  Buy  early 
and  get  the  best. 

 J.  W.  Andrews.  Dighton,  Mass. 


w 


w. 


HITE    'WYANDOTTES.     Choice  stock 
cheap.  ^\' on  at  Worcester,  Sept. '07.  G.A.Ed 
Reynolds.  Roi-klaw  ii  Poultry  Farm,  Sfarllioro.  Mass. 

WY.-IM).     Cockerels,  eai  Iv  batched,  farm 
raised,  large  and  liealiln',  SI  to  S.'i. 
 W'ln.G'ray.  Bedford.  N.Y. 

VERT  GOOD  yearling  liens,  SI  ea.  Breeding 
cocks.  S2ea.  Choice  cockerels,  irarcli  liatclied, 
S3,  S.'i  and  SIO  ea.       W.  E.  Smith.  So.  Xalick.  Mass. 
HITE  'WY.iNDOTTKS,   ".0  M'arling  hens, 
30  pullets,  50  y  earl  in;;  }>.  Rock  s.  i  iet  our  prices. 

W.  J.  Swift,  Waquoit,  Mass, 


w 
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They  Succeed  Best 

in  keeping  poultry  for  profit,  who  studj'  cause  and 
effect  carefully.  Man}'  successful  I'oultry-raisers 
have  learned  by  experience  that  the  cause  of  a  very 
bountiful  supply  of  eggs  in  the  fall  and  winter, 
when  prices  rule  high  is,  proper  care,  feeding  and 
management,  which  they  have  learned  by  experi- 
ence includes  the  use  ia  the  mash  food,  once  daily, 

^heridan's  Qondition  Powder. 


It  helps  to  mature  the  young  pullets  early  so 
they  will  lay  when  five  or  six  mouths  of  age. 


No  matter  what  kind  of  foods  you 
use,  Sheridan's  Powder  is  absolutely 
necessarj'  to  cause  the  desired  effect 
namely,  a  well  filled  basket  of  eggs 
daily.  It  gets  old  hens  over  molting 
period  quickly;  it  develops  to  laying 
maturity  the  young  pullets.  It  cau- 
ses perfect  assimilation  of  the  food 
elements  needed  to  effect  growth, 
prevent  disease  and  produce  eggs. 


It  is  absolutely  pure :  Highly  concentrated ; 
Most  economical,  because  such  small  doses ; 
No  other  kind  made  like  it.    In  quantity  it 
costs  less  than  one-tenth  cent  a  day  per  hen. 
Sold  by  Druggists,  Grocers  and  Feed  Dealers,  or  sent  by  mail.  Largo  cans  most  economical  to  buy. 

If  You  Can't  Get  it  Near  Home,  Send  to  Us.     Ask  First. 

We  send  one  pack,  25  cts;  five,  Sl.OO.  A  two-pound  can.gl.20;  Six,  $5.00.  Express  paid.  .Sample 
copy  "best  Poultry  jKi per'' sent  tree.      1.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


MI<l<llvStMtc>«. 
SoT.SI— S.  "S.    Jolmslown.  N.  V.    II.  J.  Quilbot. 

Not.  »-!>«;.  i  "W.  Seacca  J'alls,  X.  Y.  Kml 
Hotel. 

Urc.  «— 11.  V;.   Elniira.  X.  Y.    E.  W.  Andrt^ws, 

m-c.S— 1*.  Troy.  X.Y.  Warren  T.  LorJ,  SecV. 
Dev.  14— 17, '^«:.  On.-.>nlv  N.  Y'.  A.  J.  Rely.a,  Se.--\  . 
IK-o.H-K.        TUusvUle,  Pa.  O.  M.  Hayes,  StcS  . 
IXf.  1.^— IS,  Vf.  West  Chester,  K.  1).  Reid. 

Sec-y. 

Dw.  S7.  •97— Jan.  1.  'SSw  Wilkes  Barri-.  Vn.  E.  S. 
Kirklinir,  S«v"> . 

Dec.  JS,  "K-Jan,  1,  "S^  Erie,  I'a,   .\,  E.  Blelben. 

Jan.  i-S.  'SJS.  Buffalo,  X.  Y.  E.  C.  Peasi'.  llani- 
bur^i,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  10— li.'W,  Rochester,  X.  Y.  J.  J.  Beveridge. 
S«"y. 

Feb.  S-i,  "SIS.  Sew  York  CItv.  H.  V.  Crawford. 
Montclair,  X .  J ..  Si-c> . 

Mid-West  States. 

XoT,  SS— 36,  "37.  Ashley.  O.  E.  C.  Sipe.  SecV. 
XoT.  SS-26,  "ST.  OxforJ.  O.  llenr>-  D.  Gath.  Sec"}-. 
Not.  Si— J7.  "ST.  MoUue.  111.  Chas.  F.  Kammerer, 
Sec"}-.  Rock  Islaud. 
XoT.  SS-29,        Jacksoorille.  111. 
Dec.  l-«.  T7.  Mlaoilsburg,  O.  L.  Dosch.  Sec"y. 
Dec.  6— '1,  "j;.  XorthviUe,  Mich.  A.  D.  Brooks, 

Dec.  6— 12,  ■97.  Clereland.  O.  F.  R.  Hunt.  Sec'y. 
Dec.T— 11.  TT.  rrophetstown.  111.  W.  W.  Mover. 
Sec-y. 

Dec.  14— Ifi.  "ST.  Coulterrille.  111.  Samuel  E^  re. 
Secy. 

Dec.  14—17,  -W.  BelleTille.  lU. 
I>ec.  14— IS*.  "ST.  Duton.  III.  F.  W.  Farfo,  SecV. 
iK-c.  14— a,  V7.  BloomiDgtoD.  III.  J.  D.  Shipley. 
Xortnal.  Sec'y. 
Dec.3(>-2a."07.  rrlEcelon.  HI.  A.  C.  Best,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  S(i— is.  '?7.  Lansing,  Mich,  C.  H.  Crane,  Sec'y. 
Dec.30-K,'S7.  Siarsis,Mich. 

Dec.  il— i4.  ■'.'7.  SandBSky,  O.  E.  G.  Rogers.  Sec'y. 

Dec.  21—24.  ■?7.  Palmyra,  HI.  S.  .V.  Rlgg,  Sec'y. 

Dec.  21— 24. 'S7.   Lincoln.  111.  F.  A.  Uicknmu.  Sec"}  . 

Dec.  22— 2S, 'S7.   Ashland.  O.  H.  .\.  Mykrautz.  Sec'y. 

Dec,  27,  '97— Jan.  1.  "96.  Thorntown.  Ind.  W.  W. 
Ualler.  >ec'y. 

Dec.  as— 31,  "97.  Grand  Ridge.  HU  L.  W.  Robinson, 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  2S.  •97-Jan.  1,  "98.  Springfield,  U.  W.  H. 
Holmes,  Sec'y. 

l>ec.29, -K— Jan.  1.  Mansfield.  O.  C.  W.  Eti. 
Sec'y. 

Jan.  3— 7."^   Geneseo.  111.   W.  G.  Warnock.  S<M:'y. 

Jan.3-«.  "SP.  Detroll,  Mich.  F.  W.  McKenzie, 
Concord,  Sec'} . 

Jan.o — S.  "98.  Lanarck.  III.  G.  W.  Sword.  Sec'y. 

Jan.  4 — 7. '5^.  Canton.  O.  Wni.  Friedman.  Sec'y. 

Jan.  4—7,         Carey.  < ».  T.  W.  McClue,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  4— 8, Peoria,  111.  T.  A.  Godel.  Sec'y. 

Jan.  10—14.  '96.  IllinoU  Slate  Show,  Danville,  III. 
S.  S.  Xoble,  l!lo>imington.  Sec'y. 

Jan.  10— lo,  '9S.  Indianapolis,  Ind.  T.  W.  Pottage. 
Secy. 

Jan.  10— 15. '98.  Kockfonl.IU.  A.  H.  Currier,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  II— 10. '98.  Washington  C.H.,0.  W.U.  Dalbv. 
Sec'y. 

Jan.  19— 31.  "as.  Xenia,<>.  J.  H.  Smith,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  19—25,  "SiS.  Logaosport.  Ind.  S.  D.  Brandt. 
Sec'}-. 

Jan.  34—27,  '98.  Bay  City,  Mich. 

Jan.  K— 29.  '9S.  Chicago,  III.  C.  S.  Weaver,  100 
Washington  St.,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  26— -a, '9S.   Li-'bon,  O.   Selh  P.  Scott.  Sec'y. 

Jan. 31— Feb.  3,  "W.  Uenrv.  III.  A.  G.  Ilumphrev, 
Sec'y. 

Feb.  1— 4.TI8.  Macomb.  III.  Clias.  W.  Griffin.  Sec'y. 
Feb.  1—5.  ■9b.  Bluflton.  i).  D.  J.  Kolill,  Sec'y. 

Centr&I  West  States. 

Xov.  11—13,  "97.   Trenton.  Mo. 

Not.  l.i— 17,  '97,  KirksvUle,  Mo.  E.  .M.  Durlmm. 
Sec"}-. 

Sot.  22—27.  "97.  Malvern,  la.  J.  E.  Thompson. 
Sec'y. 

Nov.  24— -J*.  •97.  Mt.  Ayr.  Io»a.  W.  E.  Burleigh. 
Sec'y. 

Sot.  24—-*,  "97.  Leavenw-orth.  Kan.  H.  C.  Short, 
Sec'y. 

Sot.  25 — 27. '97.  Independence,  Mo.  Wm.  Bostian, 
Sec'y. 

Xov.  2*— Dec.  3.  "97.  Lebanon,  3Iu.  Geo.  H.  Hinds. 
Sec'y. 

SoT.29— Dec.4.'97.  Denrer,  Colo.  E.W.Graham, 
Sec'y. 

Sot.  30— Dec.  3,  "97.  Auburn,  Seb.  L.  L.  Alspauf;h, 
Sec'y. 

Sot.  30— Dec.  4,  "97.  Council  Bluffs,  la. 
Dec.  1 — 1.  "97.  Dubuane.  Ia. 
Dec.  1—4,  "97.  Emporia.  Kans. 

Dec.2— I.  "97.  Excelsior  Springs.  Mo.  C.  H.  Cop- 
7»:nger,  Sec"}'- 

Dee.  7—10,  "97.  Parsons.  Kans.  J.  R.  .\lexander, 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  7— U,  "9T.  Sedgewick,  Kans.  W.  JI.  Congdon. 
Sec"}-. 

Dec.  7— IL  "97.  Lexington.  Mo. 

D.-c.  8—12.  "97.  Paola,  Kans.  E.  E.  Johnson.  Sec'y. 
Dec.  l:)— 1.5,  "97.  Wichita,  Kans. 

D>c.l3— 1S,'97.  St.Louis,  Mo.  Edward  Gay  Martin. 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  14— 17.  "»7.  Clinton.  Mo.  \V.  H.Talbcrt.  Sec'v. 
Dec.  14— IS.  "97.   Winona.  Minn. 

Dec.  14— 21. '97.  Topeka,Kaus.  M.  F.  Hankla,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  17— 24,  "97.  Ottumwa,  la.  C.  W.  Wiiey,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  -20—24,  '97.   Mason  City.  Ia. 
Dec.  23— 30,  "97.  Kansas  Citv,  Mo.  F.   M.  Slut/., 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  27— 29.  "97.  Glasco.Kaus.   .M.  E.  Potts,  Sec'y . ■ 
Dec. 27— Jl,  *97.  Hutchinson.  Kans.  Geo.  C.  Keitz. 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  30, -97— Jan.  4, '98.  Ottawa.  Kans.  Mrs.  D.  F. 
Hersir.  Sec'y. 
.Ian.  2—5.  -96.  Dulutli,  Miun. 

Jao.S— e.^SS.  Guthrie.  Okla.   I..  F.  Laverty,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  4— 7.'*.  Puebio,  Colo.   W.  .\.  Kuspini.  Sec'y. 
Jan.  10—13.  "96.  Cedar  Rapids,  la.  Chas.  H.  Plavter. 
Secy. 

Jan.  17— -30.  ^98.   Davenport.  Ia.  J.  B.  Voss,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  17— •». '98.   Anoka.  Minn.   W.  M.  Bean,  Pres. 
Jan.  18— '98.   Fremont.  Selir. 
Jan.  IS— '98.  Salt  I^ke  City.  Utah. 
Feb.  1—5.  '98.  Miuueapolis,  Minn.   Franklin  Ben- 
ner.  ^^ec■y. 


Southern  States. 

Oct.  19—22,  -.'7,    Freilerick  City,  Md.    Harry  C. 
Ke*"fer,  Sec'}  . 
Xov.2-;i,i>7.  Hamilton,  Va,  R.  J.  X.  Keid,  Sec'y. 
Xov.  10— 1-2,  ■•.>7.  W.iw.  Tex.  J.  K.  Strecker,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  1— S,  '97.  Houston,  T.  x. 

Dec.  1—4,  "97.  Little  Rock,  .\vk.  \V.  11.  Westbrook. 
line  Bluff,  Sec ">-. 
Dec.  7— 10,  "97.  Dallas.  Tex.  II.  M.  Skeltou,  Sec'y. 
Dir.  7—10.  "97.  Slielby ville,  Ky. 
IK-c.  14— IS,  '!17.  Austin,  Tex. 

Dec.  1-5—19.  "97.  Spartansburg,  S.  C.  B.  ".V.  Get- 
singer,  Sec'y. 

Dec.2S-31, '97.  Owensboro.  Kv.  Hugh  A.  Gilbert. 
Sec'}-. 

Jan.  S— 6,  '98.  Guthrie,  Okla. 

J.m.  10— 1.5.  lis.  Louisville,  Ky.  J.  R.  Mount, 
Lagrange,  Sec'y, 

J.m.  11— 1.5,  "S*.,  Nashville.  Teun.  .i.  M.  Hopkins. 
Sec'y . 

J.in.  12— 14. '98.  Charlotte,  N.  C.  W.  M.  Barringer, 
Sec'y. 

Jan.  20— -24,  -Si.  Fayetteville,  Ark. 
Feb.15— 20.'9S.  Washington. D.C.  Geo.E. Howard, 
Sec'y. 

Pacific  Coast. 

Nov.22— 27, -97.  San  Jose,  Calif.  Clias.  U.  Ilarker 
Sec'y. 

Xov. -29— Dec.  4,  "97.  Santa  Aua,  Calif,  Mrs.  Flora 
-McF.tdden,  Sec"}-, 

Dec,  1—5,  '97.  Sacramento,  Calif.  Matt.  Coffey, 
See's. 

Dec.  9—11,  '97.  Riverside, Calif.  V.  Ti-esslar.  Sec'y. 

Dec.  9—14,  ':i7.  Oakland,  Calif.  Frank  Lecd,  417 
Sacramento  St..  San  Krauci~ro.  >ec'y. 

Di-e.  -iii— 30.  "97.  T-aconia,  Wash.  Stephen  Hol- 
brooke, Sec"}-. 

Jan.  10— IG,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.  11 .  M".  Krucke- 
berg.  Sec'y.  * 

Jan.  H— 1,5.  '98.   Spokane,  Wash. 

Jan.  17—22,  '98.  Seattle.  Wash. 

Jan.  24— -28.  '98.    Phoenix.  Ari/.   E.  A .  Starr.  Sec"}-. 
Canada. 

Dec.  16— --M.  "37.  Toronto,  Can.  1!.  Durston,  Sec'v, 
42  .\ust  In  A ve. 


Known  liy  Their  Fruits. 
Mr.  EJilor: — In  the  article  from  the  Coun- 
try GemlemuH,  Oct.  1st  number  of  Kaum- 
rocLTltY.  II.  .S.  Babcock,  in  speakinsj  of  new 
aiiplicaiits  for  admission  to  tbe  Standard, 
says :  '•  Among  them  was  the  White  Wonder, 
which  was  iietilioiied  for  by  Ihe  loudest 
petition  I  ever  saw  presented  for  a  new  breed  ; 
hut  on  account  of  its  supposed  resemlilance  to 
the  White  Wyaiiikjtle,  its  admission  was 
refused." 

As  a  breeder  of  White  Wonders,  I  would 
like  to  ask  a  few- questions.  In  Uie  first  place, 
how  inueh  more  docs  the  While  Wonder 
resemble  the  White  Wyandotte  than  many 
other  breeds  already  in  the  Standard  rescmhle 
each  other — for  instance,  the  Black  Cochin 
and  Black  Langslian,  the  Buff  Plymouth 
Rock  and  the  Buff  W\ antloltc? 

In  tlie  next  place,  w-hat  is  the  Standard?  Is 
it  a  correct  description  of  breeds  to  enable 
breeders  to  breed  a  uniform  type  — or  is  it  a 
kind  of  protective  tariff  arrangement  to  enable 
those  breeders  who  happen  to  be  on  the  inside 
to  build  a  wall  around  Iheir  breeds  so  that  no 
outsiders  can  encroach  upon  their  popularity? 

Again,  what  is  the  American  Poultry  As.so- 
cialion?  Is  it  an  association  of  breeders 
formed  to  promote  the  best  interests  of 
thoroughbred  poultry,  both  fancy  and  prac- 
tical, or, —  is  it  a  kind  of  mutual  ailniiration 
society  which  meets  once  a  year  and  plays  at 
the  game  of  '■  you  pat  my  back  and  I  ^vill  pat 
yours?" 

Xow  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  fault  found 
w  ith  the  A.  V.  A.,  first  and  la.st,  but  I  have 
never  taken  much  stock  in  it,  as  there  are  so 
many  chronic  kickers;  but  it  does  seem  to  ine 
a  queer  way  to  do  for  the  committee  to 
recommend  such  varieties  as  the  Indian 
Runner  duck,  Ihe  Ancoiia,  etc.,  and  exclude 
tbe  W.  Wonders,  whose  petition  was  backed 
by  more  breeders  than  any  of  the  others  —  and 
who,  I  dare  say,  can  show  ten  breeders  to  the 
others  one,  all  because  of  the  suppo.sed 
resemblance  to  the  W.  Wyandoues. 

Auburn,  ile.  A.  L.  Merrill. 

[It  is  a  queer  way  to  do,  and  it  would  be 
queerer  still  if  the  American  Poultry  Associa- 
tion did  not  act  in  just  that  queer  way;  but 
the  queere.st  thing  of  all  is  that  the  common 
sense  breeders  of  this  country  have  put  up 
with  this  sort  of  bulldozing  as  long  as  they 
have.  A  good  many  of  them  have  been  in 
just  the  position  of  Mr.  Merrill.  They  have 
not  "  taken  much  stock"  in  objections  to  the 
A.  P.  A.,  because  there  is  generally  a  dispo- 
sition to  list  all  who  find  fault  with  an  estab- 
lished order  of  things  as  "  chronics,"  and  the 
writers  and  papers  which  support  the  A.  P.  A. 
do  all  in  their  pow  er  to  di-tort  and  misrepre- 
sent the  facts,  and  to  discredit  in  every  possi- 
ble way  those  who  do  not  aL^ree  with  them. 

In  i-cply  to  yu-.  M.'s  questions,  we  would 


say:  That  the  resemlilance  between  White 
Wonders  and  White  Wyandottcs  is  ?if>i greater 
than  betw-een  the  standard  breeds  he  mentions 
and  some  others  that  might  be  named. 

That  the  Standard  is  not  "a  correct  descrip- 
tion of  breeds  to  enable  breeders  to  breed  a 
uniform  type."  To  get  at  the  true  state  of 
mind  of  the  fancier,  you  must  talk  to  him  or 
read  his  writings  "between  campaigns."  At 
present  a  good  many  of  them  are  talking  for 
political  effect.  Several  years  ago  a  very 
prominent  member  of  the  A.  P.  A.  asserted 
in  a  published  article  that  a  standard  should 
be  made  hard  to,  that  otherwise  there  was 
nothing  in  it  for  the  artist  in  feathers. 

That  the  American  Poultry  Association  is 
composed  of  all  the  men  w-ho  have  ever  been 
sufficiently  interested  in  fancy  fowls  to  pay 
the  810  life  membershii.  fee.  That  Is  the 
nominal  membership  of  the  association.  The 
actual  effective  membershii)  at  any  given  time 
comprises  those  who  can  afford  to  pay  their 
ow  n  expenses  to  the  place  of  meeting.  The 
average  attendance  at  the  annual  meeting  is 
probably  not  over  ten  per  cent  of  the  nominal 
membership.  Xot  one  of  those  in  attendance 
represents  anyone  but  himself,  and  yet  they 
presume  to  legislate  for  the  poultry  interests 
of  the  country.  If  the  A.  P.  A.  has  ever 
devised  a  single  measure  in  the  interests  of 
practical  poultry  we  would  like  to  be  fully 
informed  of  it;  so  far  as  fancy  poultry  is 
concerned  it  is  very  evident  that  they  legislate 
for  individuals  or  cliques  rather  than  for  the 
best  interests  of  all  breeds  and  breeders.  The 
word  thoronghhred  does  not  occur  in  the 
fancier's  vocabulary.  His  fow  ls  are  IStandard- 
hred — some  of  them. 

As  for  ourselves,  if  w  e  were  breeding  White 
AVonders  we  wouldn't  worry  about  their 
being  turned  down.  That  sort  of  work  don't 
hurt  the  fowls  in  the  least,  and  it  does  hurt 
the  A.  P.  A.  In  the  face  of  all  kinds  of  oppo- 
sition the  Wonders  have  won  an  enviable 
reputation,  and  as  long  as  they  continue  to  be 
bred  on  the  lines  of  the  past  they  will  continue 
to  gain  'popularity.  One  thing  the  White 
Wonder  men  should  consider,  and  that  is  that 
while  the  breed  is  not  in  tbe  A.  P.  A.  Stand- 
ard, it  is  in  the  hands  of  friends  who  are 
friends  indeed. 

Breeders  of  many  standard  varieties  who 
place  utility  first  have  for  some  years  found 
it  necei;sary  to  ignore,  to  some  extent,  the 
requirements  of  the  Standard.  We  believe 
that  a  standard  should  be  "  a  correct  descrip- 
tion of  breeds  to  enable  breeders  to  breed  a 
uniform  type."'  We  believe,  further,  that 
such  a  .-tandard  is  sure  to  be  made  at  an  early 
date,  and  thai  it  will  have  the  approval  and 
support  of  a  very  large  majority  of  the  poul- 
trymcn  of  this  country.  Whether  the  A.  P. 
\.  is  goiuL'  to  rise  lo  the  occasion,  is  one  of 
the  things  that  remain  to  be  seen.  —  El>.] 


Poultry  for  Show  and  for  ^Ioiic>  . 

There  is  a  great  difference  in  the  amount  of 
work  that  must  be  done  between  breeding 
poultry  for  market  purposes  or  for  show.  The 
poultry  breeder  who  breeds  for  market  should 
choose  some  standard  breed,  but  not  neces- 
.sarily  a  standard  bred  strain  of  that  breed.  A 
fowl  that  belongs  to  a  breed  recognized  by  tbe 
standard  may  conform  in  shape,  color  and 
general  appearance  to  any  other  member  of 
tbe  family,  yet  not  be  standard  bred  becau.se 
it  does  not  possess  all  the  fine  points  required 
by  the  standard. 

For  instance,  The  Farmers'  Voice  flock  nf 
hens  are  every  one  Leghorns,  but  there  is  quite 
a  number  of  them  that  would  make  a  sorry 
score  in  the  show-  room.  They  are  pure  bred, 
but  not  a  carefully  selected  flock  from  the 
show  room  point  of  view.  It  is  probable  that 
not  one  of  them  would  score  eighty-five  ijoints 
in  any  show  room,  and  yet  they  are  as  good 
layers  as  any  flock  of  Leghorns  we  ever  owned. 

Tbe  reputation  of  the  flock  in  tbe  neighbor- 
hood is  great  enough  that  eggs  from  it  brought 
fifty  cents  a  dozen  for  batching,  and  every  hen 
can  be  sold  any  day  for  three  or  four  times  the 
market  price. 

AVhat  the  farmer  wants  is  a  flock  of  bens  he 
can  "tie  to"  —  one  that  he  knows  will  lay 
well  and  keep  in  good  health  with  gooil  care. 
Such  a  flock  is  always  profitable,  and  there  is 
a  good  demand  for  the  eggs  from  such  hens 
for  hatching. 

Any  one  who  is  interested  in  poultry  and 
will  select  a  flock  of  bens  that  are  good  layers 
may  be  certain  of  finding  a  market  for  the  eggs 
at  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  ceuts  a  dozen,  and 
his  young  fowls  will  bring  good  prices  for 
breeding  purposes. 

It  is  a  fact  that  cannot  be  gainsaid  that 
standard  bred  fowls  are  bred  without  con- 
sidering practical  value  at  all,  and  as  long  as 
this  goes  on  there  is  room  for  any  one  w  bo 
will  take  the  paius  to  breed  a  strictly  practical 
fowl  to  sell  his  stock  at  very  satisfactory 
prices. 

There  w-ill  always  be  breeders  who  w-ill  buy 
for  standard  points,  and  these  will  make  "a 
market  for  standard  bred  fowls;  but  the  man 
who  can  produce  a  flock  of  hens  that  will  lay 
more  eggs  than  any  other  flock  will  make  as 
much  money  as  the  one  w  ho  breeds  the  highest 
scoring  stock. 

Breeding  for  beauty  is  all  right  in  it.s  place, 
but  where  beauty  interferes  with  utility  is  the 
place  to  let  beauty  take  second  place. '  There 
are  mongrel  bens  that  will  lay  as  many  eggs  as 
the  most  prolific  Leghorn,  biit  they  cannot  be 
depended  on  to  transmit  the  tendency  to  their 
progeny.    This  is  where  the  mongrel  fails. 

The  farmer  who  chooses  one  of  tbe  pure 
breeds  and  then  tries  to  improve  his  flock  is 
the  one  who  w  ill  make  the  most  money  in  the 
eat.\.—  Farmers''  Voice. 
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Applying  Wliitewasli, 

[The  acting  editor  is  under  obligations  to 
Mr.  H.  W.  Baler,  of  3Iilton,  Mass.,  for  this 
reply  to  the  query  of  E.  H.  N.,  in  F.-P., 
Sept.  1] . 

In  answer  to  E.  H.  N.,  September  1st,  1897, 
F.-P.,  and  to  the  "  acting  editor's  ignorance," 
page  317,  "  Whitewashing,"  would  say,  have 
the  whitewash  hot,  and  thick  as  cream. 
Apply  vvith  a  medium  weight  broom,  if  new, 
or  if  an  old  one,  cut  the  handle  off  to  a  foot 
from  the  broom,  then  dip  into  the  wash,  then 
to  the  surface  to  be  covered  by  slapping  the 
broom  against  it  lightly,  so  as  to  drive  the 
whitewash  into  the  cracks,  corners,- and  grain 
of  the  wood ;  then  draw  the  broom  back  and 
forth  till  every  part  is  covered,  finishing  ofl'by 
drawing  the  broom  lightly  vvith  the  grain 
towards  you. 


A  Card. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Oct.  4th,  "97. 
Editor  FAiiM-PoULTKY,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir: — May  we  ask  your  indulgence  to 
explain  through  your  columns  the  reason  for 
the  delay  in  the  appearance  of  the  October 
number  of  The  Feather,  and  the  possible 
omission  of  some  advertisements  which  were 
ordered  to  begin  in  that  issue.  We  are  unfor- 
tunately among  the  victims  of  one  of  the 
largest  fires  which  has  occurred  In  the  history 
of  Washington.  On  the  night  of  September 
29  the  great  building  in  which  our  office  was 
located,  the  largest;  private  structure  in  the 
city,  was  totally  destroyed.  All  of  our  presses, 
type,  electrotype  plates,  drawings,  copy  for 
IVie  Feather,  furniture,  and  part  of  our  sub- 
scription list,  were  lost.  We  are  obliged  to 
begin  anew,  and  as  we  have  lost  the  names 
and  addresses  of  many  of  our  patrons,  we 
request  all  who  have  subscribed  during  the 
past  sixty  days  to  notify  us  of  the  fact  in 
order  that  we  make  sure  their  names  are  upon 
our  new  subscription  books.  We  must  also 
ask  all  who  sent  us  orders  for  advertising 
beginning  with  October,  or  changes  in  stand- 
ing advertisements,  to  kindly  repeat  the  order 
and  forward  new  copy  at  once. 

We  greatly  regret  any  inconvenience  which 
our  trouble  may  be  the  means  of  bringing  to 
our  kind  patrons,  but  we  shall  endeavor  to 
make  amends  as  soon  as  we  have  recovered 
from  this  crushing  misfortune.  We  did  not 
save  so  much  as  a  scrap  of  paper  from  our 
office,  and  our  losses  will  amount  to  from 
$8,000  to  $10,000.  Arrangements  have  been 
made,  however,  by  which  The  Feather  will 
appear  as  usual,  with  the  exception  of  a  slight 
delay  in  October.  All  of  our  engagements 
will  be  carried  out  to  the  letter,  and  Tlie 
Feather  will  be  still  further  improved  and 
issued  in  larger  editions  than  heretofore. 

While  we  venture  to  express  the  hope  that 
we  shall  lose  no  patronnge  because  of  this 
calamity,  we  shall  rely  upon  the  merits  of  our 
puiilication  rather  than  upon  sympathy  to 
bring  us  business. 

We  sincerely  appreciate,  however,  the  sym- 
pathy and  the  many  courtesies  which  have 
boon  extended  to  us,  and  we  can  be  depended 
upon  to  reciprocate  whenever  there  is  an 
opportunity.  We  trust  that  it  will  be  a  long 
time  before  any  of  our  brethren  of  the  poultry 
press  are  called  upon  to  duplicate  our  experi- 
ence.   Very  truly  yours, 

George  E.  Howaud  &  Co., 
Publishers  of  The  Feather. 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Misinformation . 

All  who  have  read  the  little  extract  from 
Munsey's  on  another  page  will  have  noticed 
that  while  the  writer  had  a  fairly  good  general 
idea  of  his  subject,  his  paragraph  is  full  of 
inaccuracies,  and  to  an  informed  person  he 
appears  ridiculous.  This  case  is  but  a  sample 
of  those  which  fill  the  newspapers,  magazines, 
and  books  of  the  world.  Every  farmer,  every 
.specialist  in  any  branch  of  agriculture  or  stock 
raising,  every  mechanic,  every  professional 
man  knows  that  in  those  periodicals  and  other 
publications  which  constitute  our  general 
literature  matters  with  which  he  is  familiar 
are  treated  with  a  reckless  disregard  for  exact 
truth  that  begets  in  his  mind  a  considerable 
degree  of  contempt  for  writers. 

And  when  a  man  gets  in  such  frame  of  mind 
he  is  apt  to  say  contemptuous  things  about 
"  penny-u-liuers  "    and    "  space-writers  "  — 


things  which  are  doubtless  deserved.  As  a 
simple  matter  of  fact,  the  ordinary  newspaper 
reporter  and  magazine  writer  is  as  careful 
about  his  facts  as  the  ordinary  historian  or 
scientific  writer,  but  the  historians  and  scient- 
ists are  writing  about  things  requiring  special 
observation  or  investigation,  and  are  not  so 
easily  found  out. 

Anyone  who  will  look  the  subject  up  will 
find  that  a  very  considerable  portion  of  the 
data  used  by  our  greatest  scientists  is  little,  if 
any,  more  reliable  than  newspaper  and 
magazine  reports.  ]\Iuch  of  it,  indeed,  has  been 
gathered  from  incompetent  observers.  We 
were  much  amused  recently  when  reading  a 
work  on  primitive  marriage  customs,  by  an 
eminent  German  writer,  to  find  that  a  large 
part,  possibly  most,  of  his/acts  had  been  taken 
from  the  records  of  the  observations  of  trav- 
elers, and  that  again  and  again  he  found  con- 
flicting reports  regarding  the  same  point. 
Unless  a  man  is  an  expert  and  thoroughly 
familiar  with  a  subject,  his  observations  on 
juatters  connected  with  it  are  not  worth  much. 
It  takes  the  trained  eye  to  see,  and  the 
trained  (not  necessarily  school  trained)  intellect 
to  appreciate  facts. 

We  need  to  understand  this  and  keep  it  in 
mind  when  we  use  what  are  known  as  "  stand- 
ard writings  "to  back  up  our  opinions.  For 
instance,  in  all  cases  depending  on  the  laws  of 
breeding  or  descent  we  are  accustomed  to 
refer  to  such  writers  as  Darwin,  Wallace, 
Weissman,  Quatrefagcs.  Anyone  familiar 
with  stock  and  poultry  breeding  who  studies 
these  writers  closely  cannot,  we  think,  resist 
the  conclusion  that  if  their  knowledge  on  other 
subjects  is  not  more  accurate  than  ou  these 
their  views  do  not  rest  on  an  absolutely  sure 
foundation.  It  was  simply  impossible  for  one 
uniu  to  verify  the  great  mass  of  supposed  facts 
collected  hy  Darwin  or  Wallace.  They  and 
others  equally  sincere  in  their  desire  for  truth 
sift  the  facts  collected,  and  endeavor  to  use 
only  those  which  are  reliable;  but  without 
expert  knowledge  they  often  err  in  deciding 
how  much  weight  should  be  given  to  this  or 
that  report,  and  a  man  who  studies  the 
authorities(  ?)  closely  and  at  the  same  time 
makes  investigations  for  himself,  soon  finds 
himself  giving  less  and  less  confidence  to  the 
authorities,  and  perhaps  is  inclined,  at  times, 
to  give  too  little  weight  to  their  views.  It  is 
not  easy  to  know  what  to  believe  and  what  not 
to  accept  of  what  we  read ;  but  by  reading  all 
sides  of  the  questions  that  interest  us,  and 
keeping  our  minds  "  open  to  conviction,"  we 
will  come  out  nearly  right  in  the  long  run. 


Zucker's  Medicol  Egg  is  a  sure  exterminator 
of  Mites  and  Lice,  and  will  rid  the  house  of 
Moths  and  Fleas,  and  are  invaluable  to  use  in 
Dog  Kennels.  They  last  a  long  time,  and  are 
cheap.  Manufactured  by  Zucker  M'f'g  Co., 
San  Francisco,  Cal.  Jos.  Breck  &  Sons,  Bos- 
ton, New  England  agents. 


Powow  Poultry  Yards,  Amesbury, 
aiass., 

Has  about  200  breeding  hens  and  500  choice 
chicks  for  sale  at  very  reasonable  prices,  con- 
sisting of  White  and  Silver  Wyandottes, 
White  Ply.  Kocks,  Buff  Cochins,  Rose  and 
Single  Comb  Brown  Leghorns,  and  Pekin 
Ducks.  High  scoring  standard  bred  stock 
(they  have  just  won  42  premiums  at  the 
Amesbury  fair  poultry  show,  Sept.  29th)  — 
but  bred  for  practical  purposes.  Also,  some 
special  bargains  in  Rose  and  Single  Comb 
Brown  Leghorn  hens  and  cocks ;  also  in  cock- 
erels and  breeding  hens  of  all  the  above  varie- 
ties. Address  R.  E.  Woollard,  Amesbury, 
Mass. 


Poultry  Farm  wanted  by  one  of  our  old 
patrons.  Any  one  having  an  "  up  to  date" 
farm  with  good  poultry  buildings  may  find  a 
cash  customer  by  addressing  Lock  Box  30, 
Medwav,  Mass.    See  ad. 


Consumption  Cured. 

An  old  physician,  relii-ed  from  practice,  had  pUiced 
iu  liis  hands  by  an  East  India  missionary,  Uie  formula 
of  a  simjjle  vegetable  remedy  for  the  speedy  and 
permanent  cure  of  Consumption,  Bronchitis,  Catarrh, 
Asthma,  and  all  Throat  and  Lung  Affections;  also  a 
positive  and  radical  cure  for  Nervous  Debility  and 
all  Nervous  Complaints.  Having  tested  its  wonder- 
ful curative  powers  in  thousands  of  cases,  and  desir- 
ing to  relieve  human  sufFcrinii,  I  will  send  free  of 
clmi'ge  to  all  who  wish  il.  Ihis  recipe,  in  German, 
French  or  English,  witli  full  directions  for  preparing 
and  using.  Sent  by  mail,  hv  addressing,  will)  stamp, 
naming  tliis  paper,  \\ .  A.  NOVKS.  S:!(J  Potcers'  Block, 
Rochester,  N.  i'. 


RUPOKURA. 

is  the  best  remedy  for  Roup.  Why?  Because  it 
Cures  Quickly  by  striking  at  the  Koot  of  the 
Evil.  Hecause  it  kills  the  Germ  of  the  disease,  and 
prevents  Contagion.  Because  it  leaves  the  bird  in  a 
Normal,  Healthy  Condition.  Test  It.  Trial 
size,  10c. ;  <niall  >i/..-,  25c.;  large,  SOc.  By  njail  post 
paid.  Agents  Wanted,  Liberal  Discount. 
E.  H.  TEKHUNE,  Box  193,  Rutherford,  N.  J. 

Kenoza  Lake  Poultry  Yards.  ACRES. 

Blue  Barred  Ply.  Rocks  exclusiyely. 

•23  prizes  won  the  past  season.  200  grand  breeding 
cockerels,  100  choice  pullets  for  sale.  M'rite  uie  tlie 
weak  points  in  your  birds,  and  let  me  send  you  a 
l)reeding  cock'l  that  is  strong  in  points  where  vours 
,ire  weak.  My  strains  of  P.  Rocks  are  noted  for' their 
liglit  blue  barring,  rich  yellow  legs  and  beaks,  low 
combs,  and  fine  symmetry.  The  females  are  early 
uiaturing  and  excellent  layers  of  brcjwn  eggs.  The 
cockerels  large  and  vigorous.  Any  stock  sold  tlnit  is 
not  saiisfactorv  can  be  returned  at  mv  expense,  and 
money  will  be  refunded.  Write  for  prices. 

At  the  New  England  fair,  Portland,  Me..  Aug. 
16-21,  '97,  I  won  Island  2nd  chicks  and  1st  fowl.  Ac 
tht  Essex  Co.  fair,  Peabody.  Mass.,  Sept.  22-24,  '97.  [ 
won  1st  chicks,  2nd  fowl.  At  Amesbury  and  Salis- 
bury fair,  Sept.  28  -30,  97,  I  won  five  prizes,  including 
the  leading  prize,  1st  on  cock'l,  H.  B.  May,  judge. 

W.  B.  DAVIS, 

Care  of  .Merrimack  Xat.  Bank.    Haverhill,  Mass. 


WALK  OH  LAMB'S  WOOL— WEAR 


CAPITOL"  Insoles. 


Sold  everywhere  or  sent  postpaid  for  25  ots. 
H U.  U.  W ILE Y  ^^^  SON,  P.  O.  Box  O.  Uartford,  Conn. 


GREAT  BARGAINS 

T.  H.  CAMPBELt,  prop,  of  the  Eivervicw 
Poultry  Yards.  Ellswortli,  Me.,  is  offering  bargains  in 
'96  stock.  Twenty- three  first  premiums  were  awarded 
on  tlie  folhiwin;;  stock  offered  for  sale,  at  the  County 
fair  iu  Sepl..  (<f  this  vear:  Light  Bralimas,  Barred, 
While,  and  Hutf  IMy.  Rocks;  Silver,  White  and  Gohl- 
en  Wyandottes;  White  Wonders  and  Silver  Ham- 
hurgs;  also  mv  stock  of  1897  of  the  above  breeds  will 
be  sold  at  a  bargain.  P.  O.  Box  221. 


WATCH 


For  lady  or  gent,  stem- 
wind,  stem  set,  American 
movement,  heavy  plate. 
Written  guarantee  to 
equal  for  time  any 
SOLID  G(»LI>  WATCH 
made.  No  fake,  this  is  an 
honest  offer  to  place  our 
wonderful  Remedies  vrith- 
in  the  reach  of  all.  We  will 
give  this  watch  free  to 
every  person  who  will  sell 
on.lv  6  boxes  of  our  veg-- 
etj.ble  pills,  and  6  boxes  of 
our  po.sitive  corn  cure 
among-  their  friends  at  25 
cts.  per  box.  If  vou  aerree 
to  do  this,  u-rite  to-day  &  we 
will  send  the  poods  by  mail,  when  sohi  yim  send  us  the 
money  &  we  will  send  watcneameday  money  is  received. 
PUBA.  0O„  (SO  W.  18tti  Street,  New  York  City. 


ONE  MAN 


who  has  Icllled  ; 
over  two  tlu»ii-;iii 
chickens  thi^  m  .-im 
he  has  ducted  iIh  i 
with  Lauibrri '~  I) 
and  has  yei  tn  liiid  tli< 


s  and 
-  Iliat 
..iislv 
l,ii-(:. 
lirsl, 
.  l|i- 


louse  while  pickiti^^  iti 
buys    market  iK)ult]> 
itv/iiearly  if  not  all  are  infested 
wlien  he  sets  them. 


TWO  IVIEN 


will  fro  into  the  lien  business  at  the  same  time: 
one  will  use  Lambert's  often  and  freely,  and  suc- 
ceed— the  other  neglect  his.  and  fail. 

R.  L.  Van  Landiiiglianj.  Ass't  I'.  M.,  Cairo,  (i a,, 
writes:  "Lambert's  Death  to  l.iee  sbould  lie  in 
the  hands  of  every  person  keepiui^  pouttr}'.  It 
beatsanvthing  I  have  ever  used.'' 

M.  ('."Sweeney,  Springlield,  Ky.,  writes:  "I 
used  D.  to  L.  last  year,  and  was  so  well  pleased 
with  it  I  could  not  afford  to  dowitlicuit  it  this 
ye:u-.  It  is  just  what  poultry  people  need." 

THREE  MEN 

have  written  recently  fmm  Canada.  A.  Koihtiid. 
37y  St.  Paul  St.,  Montreal  :-"l  ran  givc  luTMUKtl 
reference  as  to  the  ethcacy  of  \(.nr  remeily. 
Death  to  Lice." 

Seth  Jones,  Sussex,  N.  B.:-"!  had  .n.e 
box,  and  [  never  saw  anyLhiu,^  |nil  lire  ..iu.  <ir 
business  like  your  powder,   it  heut:^  tliem  all  a>  a 
lice  destroyer." 

F.J.  Watsou,  Aurora,  Out.— "I  have  used  your 
D.  to L.  with  good  effects;  it  is  great  stull"  for 
young  chicks." 


LOTS  OF 


raise  chickens  at  a  profit;  in  fact  they  excel  the 
male  sex  in  this  line.  One  reason  for  this  is  that 
they  keep  the  birds  cleaner  and  free  from  ver- 
min. The  best  of  them  use  Lambert's  Deailiio 
Lice,  and  retain  their  youUi  longer  on  aceoniu  oi 
it,  saving  worry  and  care. 

Mrs.  C.H.  Calkins,  Filley,  Neb.,  write>:  "lOn- 
closed  please  find  50c.  for  a  48  oz,  packa^'e  oi 
Death  to  Lice.  Our  neighbor  gel  a  pacl';a;:e,  au<l 
it  proved  so  good  I  would  like  a  iiackage  also."" 

Miss  V.  Ross,  New  Baltimore,  Va.,  writes  :— "  I 
desire  to  order  a  case,  J  doz.  lUO  oz.,  and  one  case 
3  doz.  5  oz..  Death  to  Lice.  1  find  it  mostollica- 
ciiuis." 

Mrs.  J.  Harvey,  Myers  Valley,  Kansas: —"I 
cannot  raise  chickens  withovit  it." 

Emily  Forsythe,  Media,  Pa. —  "  Received  the 
sample" box  of  Death  to  Lice  some  weeks  past, 
and  find  it  very  eftectualfor  destroying  lice  ou 
chickens." 

EVERYBODY 

is  invited  to  try  this  remedy.  It  not  satisfactory, 
vou  can  have  your  money  fiack.  Wc  have  made 
Death  to  Lice  for  about  1-j  years;  if  it  was  no 
good 'tis  about  lime  we  pelered  out.  If  it  «  as 
not  the  best  it  is  lime  we  knew  hetler  than  to 
increase  our  facilities  and  sales  caeli  Aear.  Ti  ial 
size,  postpaid  for  10c. :  48  oz.  pkge.  oOc;  lOo  oz. 
pkge.  Sl.OO,  by  express  from  nearest  agency. 
Book  free. 

D.  J.  LA3IBERT, 

Box  800.  Apponaug,  R.  I. 


PnSII  TRY  PAPER,  illus'd,  20  pages, 
ruuiUini  25 cts.  per  year.  4  months 
trial  10  cts.  Sample  ^ree.  64 -page  practical 
poultry  book  free  to  yearly  subscribers. 
Book  alone  10  cts.  Catalogue  of  poultry 
books  f  ree.  Poultry  Advocate,i6yia.c'ase,l^i.'i 


Pat.  Applied  For. 


Climax  Leg  Bands. 

BEST  ON"  EARTH. 

Can't  lose  off.  Are  neat,  light 
and  last  forever.  No  tools  re- 
quired. 

Note  Reduced  Prices. 
Per  doz.,  ,  .  2.5c.;  per  25,  ,  .  40c. 
Per  50,  .  .  .  75c.;  per  100, .  $1.35 
Give  size  wanted.  Circular  and 
samples,  3  cents.  All  supply 
dealers  sell  them. 

J.  DAVIS,  Mfr., 
Box  263,  Olivet,  Micli. 


REE  $150.00 

IN  CASH. 

We  print  here  a  list  of  words,  I  CGOIHAC 
They  are  sets  of  letters  jumbled  to-  I  LPTHAILPKDAH 
cether,  from  which  can  be  made  the  I  o^^JJ^iJK^^^^ 
nameof  8  citiesin  the  United  States.   TTTc;/-.TvnvTr^  *  t\"ti 
For  mstance,  CGOIHAC   can  be  hOITRALBE 
transposed  into  Chicago,  and  so  on  TANALAT 
down  the  list.  We  will  give:  I  NANEPIMLTOS 

First  Prize  in  Cash— §50.00  to  ten  persons  first  sending 
correct  answers. 

Second  Prize  in  Cash— §50.00  to  ne.xt  20  persons  sending 
correct  answers. 

Third  Prize  in  Cash— §50.00  to  next  50  persons  sending 
correct  answers. 

Should  more  than  the  required  number  send  correct 
answers,  the  awards  will  be  made  according  to  date  let- 
ter is  mailed,  hence  it  is  advisable  that  your  letter 
should  be  among  the  first.  Yon  can  win  one  of  these 
prizes  if  you  are  quick  and  use  your  brains.  The  above 
rewards  are  given  free  as  an  inducement  to  read  New 
Ideas,  a  handsome  16-page  illustrated  journal  covering 
an  entirely-  new  field.  It  gives  information  about  the 
latest  inventions  and  progress  in  science,  illustrating  the 
most  striking  novelties  for  business  and  household  use. 
Its  subscription  price  is  the  only  cheap  thing  about  it. 
Send  answer  to-dav  ! 

OUR  CONDITIONS.— You  must  send  with  your  an- 
swer 25  cents  (stamps  or  silver)  for  a  Six  Mouths'  Trial 
Subscription  to  New  Ideas. 

ALL  SURE  OF  A  PRIZE. 

Aside  from  the  prizes  above  named,  we  will  give  a 
special  prize  to  each  person  who  sends  an  answer, 
whether  correct  or  not.  provided  that  25  cents  in  silver 
or  stamps  he  sent  for  a  six  months'  subscription  to  New 
Ideas.  These  special  prizes  are  awarded  along  the 
line  of  Novelties.  Music,  Decorative  Art, 
History  and  ITiction.  Be  sure  to  state  in 
letter  wliicb.  you  want.  This  contest  will  close 
Saturday,  Oct.  30th.  and  names  of  prize  winners  will  be 
announced  in  Dec.  number  of  New  Ideas,  Address, 
JSiew  Ideas,  Sta.  K,  133,  PliiladelpMa,"' Fa. 


Fine  Breeding  Slock  For  Sale. 

Each  breed  is  at  a  separate  farm.  aU  Inn  ing  fi-ee 
range.  Healthy  vigorous  stuck,  bred  for  utility  and 
beauty.  Silver  Wvandottes,  S.  C.  While  and  Brown 
Leghorns,  B.  P.  Rooks,  Black  Lauirshans.  lud.  (iame^, 
S.  S.  and  S.  P.  Hamburgs,  and  Partridge  r..eliiii-^. 
Single  birds,  males,  S2  and  S3  each.  Female-,  Sl.'i" 
and  $2  each  ;  larger  immhers  at  lower  rates. 

Address        BKIAKCLIFF  FAKMS, 
 Briarclift'  Manor,  N.  Y. 

POULTRY  FARM  WANTED. 

I  want  a  good  Iiigh  and  dry  farm  located  well  for 
T)Oultry  within  15  miles  of  Boston,  or  near  some  large 
town.  "  Will  pav  cash  fur  right  place.  No  brokers 
need  apply.  Atidress 

 LiOck  Box  30,  Medway,  Mass. 


are  made  to  hatch 
chickens,  and  they  doit 
with  great  regularity  & 
economy  and  with  the 
smallest  amount  of  at- 
tention. Hundreds  of 
users  testify  these  facts. 
Large  percentage 
of  livechicks  from 
fertileeggs  ss  their 
strong  feature.  Buy 

^^fnnTn'l  MONITOR 
and  be  prosperous.  64  p. 
cataloe  for4  cts.  stamps. 

MIDDI.ETOWN  PLANING  CO., 
 2  WillKims  St..  ]M  irtillptowii.  Ct. 

BUFFINTON  AND  HIS  BUFFS. 

Buff  Wvaiirlottes,  Huff  and  Bnrrcd  Plvnioutli  Rticks, 
Buff  and  While  I.cjjimi  lis,  Hull  (  Di-liius.  KIi.hU  Island 
Reds,  Wliite  Wouders  and  Indian  Uunni  r  LMu-I-s. 
Also  Golden  Sebrijrlit.  Ko-e  <  luiil.  Hull.  Vv  liilcHlark 
aud  Buff  CocliiQ  Bantauis.  AuMliiuy  wauled:  write 
and  see  what  we  ean  do  lot-  you. 

BOWIAND  G.  BUFFINTON, 
Box  677,  Fall  Kiver,  Mass. 

200  Barred  Plymouth  Rock  Cockerels. 

Good  breediug  cockerels,  SI  to  S2  each.  Choice  ones 
$3  lo  S.jeacli.  Exhihitiou  bir<ls  a  nuitter  of  corre- 
spoudeui'e.  Incuhalor  e,:;gs  S4  per  100;  300ormore,S3 
per  100.   C.-iIalojiMi-  free. 

 W.  A.  fOXGDON.  Waterman,  111. 

CHOICE  COCKEKEtS, 

S1.50  and  S2.  from  Single  and  Rose  Comb  White  I.ca- 
horus.  White  P.  Rocks,  White  Wvaudoites.  While 
Cochius,  S.  S.  Hamburgs,  and  Siiu-de  and  T!ii,-.e  Coinh 
Barred  P.  Rocks.  Choice  yeai  liii-  Inn-  SI  aud  S1..50, 
from  Rose  Comb  and  Single  Comi)  Ha?  i  rd  r.  Rocks. 
Black  Wvandottes.  Red  Cans.  uthI  S.  S.  Ilanihurfrs: 
also  REKIN  nU<'(\S.  White  Holland  Turkeys,  and 
Toulouse  (ieese.  <dieap. 

E.MANDEI.  SCHIEBER,  Brandywine,  O. 
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Kxperienc*  With  Crosjies. 

Mr.  Eiiitor:  —  Tve  ju^t  fiuisbeil  readins 
Mr.  Cu>bm.-iu"s  sriicle.  ■•  Zig-Zas:  Crossiug," 
Mr.  Robinson's  •■  Experiences  with  Crossbre<.1 
Fowls."  .nuvl  as  I've  iiotioeii  in  your  .inswers 
lo  corresjHjndeuis  regarUinij  crosses."  after 
answerins:  you  h.Hve  askeil.  ••  Why  breed 
crosses? "  Because  of  Mr.  Ciishnwn's  sug- 
j;estion  that  others  relate  tbeir  experience  in 
cn>ss-bree<.iiMa:  we  submit  ours.  We  have 
bre»l  B.  riymouth  Rocks  for  sixteen  years  for 
eg^ producers  and  poultry,  and  have  no  fault 
lo  find  with  tbeiu  as  such  generally.  We 
visited  another  poullryman  and  found  he  was 
crossing  While  Leghorn  cockerels  with  year- 
ling B.  r.  R.  hens,  and  liked  the  result.  We 
tried  and  have  conlinuetl  it  now  for  five  years. 
We  like  it  for  these  reasons:  the  pullets  lay 
earlier  than  the  B.  P.  R.  pullets,  so  fhey  have 
i-o>t  us  less  and  ai-e  a  source  of  profit  sooner. 
Their  eggs  are  lai^r  than  the  pure  White 
Leghorn  eggs,  are  darker  colored,  two  favor- 
able points  in  our  trade.  We  can  keep  more 
in  the  same  size  pen  than  B.  P.  R.,  and 
not  reduce  the  average  egg  product  per  hen. 
As  comparetl  with  the  Plymouth  Rooks  as 
egg  proilucers,  in  all  our  tests  they  equal 
;hem,  that  is  per  hen;  but  when  you  consider 
that  in  a  pen  10  x  10  twelve  Plymouth  Rocks 
is  about  the  limit  to  get  the  best  egg  yield,  and 
in  the  satue  size  pen  we  can  keep  twenty  of 
these  crossbred  pullets,  and  get  as  many  eggs 
I>er  pullet  as  from  the  P.  Rocks,  and  therefore 
two-lifths  more  per  pen.  How  they  would 
compare  with  pure  White  Leghorns,  I  don't 
know.  Why  we  prefer  this  cross  to  pure 
White  Leghorns  is  that  when  we  kill  them, 
which  is  as  soon  as  they  stop  laying  to  moult, 
they  are  belter  poultry  than  the  Leghorns, 
dressing  a  plump  yellow  skinned  fowl,  weigh- 
ing five  to  six  pounds.  They  are  less  broody 
than  Plymouth  Rocks,  and  more  docile  than 
Leghorns.  Since  we  have  raised  broilers  we 
like  them  for  this  purpose  better  than  the 
Plymouth  Rix-ks  because  they  grow  to  weigh 
one  and  a  quarter  to  two  and  a  half  pounds 
quicker  than  the  Rocks  will,  and  they  are 
hardier.  And  every  test  we  have  made  they 
will  outgrow  the  AVhite  Wyandottes  to  the 
weights  named,  and  with  fewer  losses.  Every 
broiler  raiser  knows  hardiness  is  a  great  factor 
ill  the  business;  but  they  should  be  dressed 
for  broilers,  as  the  heavier  breeds  will  grow 
to  roasters  quicker  than  these — that  is  wiih  us. 

We  think  the  pullets  are  hardier  as  egg 
producers  than  the  Plymouth  Rocks, and  they 
iiear  the  cold  weather  as  well  and  better  than 
any  White  Leghorns  I've  known.  These  are 
not  theories,  but  facts  as  we  have  found  Ihera. 
We  are  not  depreciating  thoroughbred  stock; 
we  breed  it,  we  have  to  keep  it.  The  only 
reason  I  need  name  now  is  that  we  couldn't 
get  this  cross  without  it.  From  our  experi- 
ence I  believe  that  beginners  and  the  average 
farmer  will  do  better  with  a  cross  of  two 
thoroughbred  fowl  or  by  breeding  a  thorough- 
bred cockerel  to  good  laying  mongrel  hens 
year  after  year,  using  a  cock  or  cockerel  of 
the  same  breed  than  in  buying  fancy  bred 
stock.  Fancy  bred  stock  has  been  bred  too 
close  for  anybody  but  (he  expert. 

This  has  been  the  experience  of  dairymen 
and  milk  producers,  and  I'm  glad  to  see  Mr. 
Cusbman  state  the  case  so  frankly. 

Woburn,  3Iass.  F.  L.  Makiox. 

P.  S.  In  a  recent  issue  you  let  some  manu- 
facturers >tate  some  mistakes  made  with 
incubators  and  brooders.  Xow  why  not  let 
fome  who  have  and  are  using  incubators  and 
brooders,  st:ile  some  of  the  faults  of  the 
machines?  Perhaps  they,  the  manufacturers, 
might  learn  something  from  us,  and  future 
users  be  profited. —  F.  L.  M. 

[Mr.  3Iarion  makes  a  good  case  for  the 
crossbred  fowls;  but  if  this  cross  gives  a 
better  hen  than  either  parent  stock,  perpetu- 
ate it.  Don't  say  it  can't  be  done  unless  you 
know  that  it  has  been  systematically  under- 
taken, and  after  a  thorough  test  has  failed. 
Then  there  is  another  point  —  is  there  a  thor- 
oughbred fowl  that  will  fill  the  description 
required?  In  everything  but  color  of  eggs  a 
Bufi' or  White  Leghorn  bred  for  size  will  do 
it.  The  Buflf  Leghorn  chicks  will  make 
broilers  as  quick  as  the  crossbreds  will.  Then 
how  about  the  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks?  At 
standard  weights,  or  a  little  under,  they  are 
no  larger  than  the  pullets  of  the  cross,  as 
used  by  Mr.  31.,  and  it  is  possible  to  get 
Barred  Rock!  that  are  almost  non-sitters.  If 
I  wanted  such  a  fowl  as  this  cross  I  w^ould 


either  m%ke  a  breed  or  modify  an  existing 
breed  to  suit  requirements.  To  get  his  cross 
Mr.  M.  has  to  raise  Leghorns  and  P.  Rocks 
.as  well  as  his  crosses,  or  else  depend  on  some 
one  else  alirni/s  for  his  stock  birds.  The 
latter  course  is  unwise;  the  fonuer  wouldn't 
suit  me,  because  if  breeding  operations  must 
be  conducted  on  such  a  scale  I'd  rather  have 
something  to  show  for  it.  Crossing,  as  it  is 
generally  practiced,  is  standing  still.  We 
want  to  progress.  A  poullryman  or  a  farmer 
who  will  take  any  popular  breed  and  breed  it 
for  pniclical  qualities  Jirst  will  soon  find  that 
he  has  no  use  for  crosses.  Such  stock  he  inui/ 
sell  for  breeding  purposes  at  fair  prices. 
The  crosses  he  never  can  sell  for  breeding. 
He  may  say  that  he  cares  nothing  about  that 
branch  of  the  business,  but  if  he  is  after  the 
luoney  that  is  in  hens  he  should  not  neglect 
it.-  ,1.  H.  R.] 


It  must  be  kind  of  disgusting  to  a  man  who 
hasjust  mopped  the  gutter  with  a  chap  who 
called  him  a  hen-roost  robber,  to  turn  around 
and  see  standing  by  a  man  to  whom  he  had 
the  day  before  said  :  ••  I  never  get  mad  at  any- 
body unless  they  go  to  twitting  ine  on  facts." 


ARMSTBONOft  UcEELVT 
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.\  Good  Thing. 
For  Wonicn  to  Iteiiieinber. 

That  in  addressing  Mr>.  Pinkham  thev  arc 
conununicating  with  a  woman  — a  woman 
w  bo^e  experience  in  treating  woman's  ills  is 
greater  than  that  of  any  living  physician  — 
male  or  female. 

A  woman  can  talk  freely  to  a  woman  when 
it  is  revolting  to  relate  her  private  troubles  to 
a  man  —  besides,  a  man  does  not  understand — 
simply  because  he  is  a  man. 

Many  women  suffer  in  silence,  and  drift 
along  from  bad  to  worse,  knowing  full  well 
that  '.hey  should  have  immediate  assistance, 
but  a  natural  modesty  impels  them  to  shrink 
from  exposing  themselves  to  the  questions  and 
probable  examinations  of  even  their  family 
physician.  It  is  unnecessary.  Without  money 
or  price  you  can  consult  a  woman,  whose 
knowledge  from  actual  experience  is  greater 
than  any  local  physician  living. 

The  following  invitation  is  freelv  oflered: 
accept  in  the  same  spirit. 

Women  suffering  from  anv  form  of  female 
weakness  are  invited  to  freelv  communicate 
witb  Mrs.  Pinkham  at  L>nn,'Mass.  All  let- 
ters are  received,  opened,  read  and  answered 
by  women  only;  thus  has  been  otablisbed 
the  eternal  confidence  between  Mrs.  Pinkham 
and  the  women  of  America,  which  has  never 
been  broken,  and  has  induced  more  than 
100.000  sufferers  to  write  ber  for  advice  during 
the  last  four  months.  Out  of  the  vast  volume 
of  experience  which  she  has  to  draw  from,  it 
is  more  than  possible  that  she  has  gained  the 
very  knowledse  that  will  help  vour  case.  She 
asks  iiothini:  in  return  except  your  good  will, 
and  her  advice  h:is  relieved  thousands.  Surely 
any  woman,  rich  or  poor,  is  verv  foolish  if  she 
does  nut  take  advantage  of  this  generous  offer 
of  assistance.— Lydia  E.  Pinkham  Medicine 
Co.,  Lynn,  Mass. 


We  are  told  F.  A.  P.  Coburn,  Lowell,  Mass., 
has  the  finest  and  healthiest  lot  of  birds  he  has 
ever  raised.  He  has  a  lot  of  large  early 
hatched  cockerels  to  dispose  of.  Also  a  lot  of 
large  sized  early  hatched  B.  P.  Rock  pullets 
which  are  fine  in  color  and  marking. 

He  is  crowded  and  needs  the  room.  The 
call  has  been  so  great  on  W.  Wyandotte 
pullets,  he  has  sold  all  he  can  spare,  but  be 
has  plenty  of  W.  Wyandotte  cockerels.  Look 
up  his  ad.  on  page  3tio. 


Helps  Keep  the  Housewife  Young. 

Xo  matter  how  dull  things  may  be  elsewhere, 
the  kitchen  work  must  go  on  constantiv,  for 
people  will  eat,  ami  the  plaintive  crv'from 
women  that  their  work  is  never  done  has  led 
men  to  make  many  time  saving  and  labor  sav- 
ing inventions,  of  which  one  of  the  most 
meritorious  is  the  Enterprise  3Ieat  Chopper. 
This  machine  has  been  steadily  improved  for 
fifteen  years,  and  is  now  perfected,  —  simple, 
durable,  economical.  It  is  found  in  kitchens 
all  over  the  world  and  besides  the  great  saving 
in  time  it  effects,  it  induces  the  cook  to  prepare 
many  delicious  and  economical  "  chopped  up  " 
dishes  she  would  not  prepare  before  the  meat 
chopper  came  in  use  because  of  the  time  ami 
work  they  required.  It  saves  the  housewife's 
health  and  good  looks  by  lightening  her  heavv 
burdens.  For  preparing  hash,  scrapple,  ham- 
burg  steak,  hog's  head  cheese,  croquettes, 
meat  cakes,  chicken  and  lobster  salad,  also  for 
chopping  suet,  tripe,  codfish,  clams,  vanilla 
beans,  scrap  meat  for  ponltrv,  corn  for 
fritters,  etc.,  the  Enterprise  3Ieat  Chopper  is 
simple,  perfect  and  economical.  The  makers, 
the  Enteiprise  Manufacturing  Company  of 
Pa..  Pbiladelpbia,  will  send  for  4  cents  in 
stamps  the  "  Enterprising  Housekeeper,"  a 
book  containing  200  choice  recipes. 
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e:ssteik  i 


ATLANTIO 

BRADLEY 

BR00K1.TN 

JEWETT 

ULSTER 

tnnoN 

SOtJTHERK 
SHIPMAK  J 
COLLIEB  1 
HIS30T7RI 
S£0  SEAL 
SOUTHERN 


JOHN  T.  LEWIS  ft  BROS  CO 

PbiLiJi-lnbia. 

MORLEr 

CleveWiJ. 

SALEM 

Salon-.,  Mass. 

CORNELL 

EuiTalo. 

S£KTt;CET 

Louisville. 


T~\ON'T  be  penny  wise  and 
^""^  pound  foolish  by  buying 
the  "just-as-good  mixtures,"  "so 
called  White  Lead,"  or  other 
substitutes  for  Pure  White  Lead. 

In  painting,  the  cost  of  labor 
so  far  exceeds  the  cost  of  mate- 
rial that  the  best  only  should  be 
used.      The  I^esf  is   Pure  White 
1  Lead  (see  list  of  brands  which  are 
i  genuine]  and  Pure  Linseed  Oil. 

|^w~^3^|-^  By  usin^  National  Lead  Co. 's  Pure  White  Lead  Timing  Col- 
1^  I*  1^  ors,  any  desired  shade  is  readily  obtained.  Pamphlet  giving 
valuable  inforniatinn  and  card  showing  samples  of  colors  free ; 
also  cards,  showing  pictures  of  twelve  bouses  of  different  designs  painted  ia 
variuus  styles  or  combinations  of  shades  forwarded  upon  application. 


Kalional  Laid  Co.,  i  Broadzuav,  A'czo  York. 


POSITIVE  MONEY  MAKERS  « 


NCUBATOH  \<\ 


THE   NEW  STYtE  SUCCESSFU 
AND  BROODER.  Our  NEW  CATAIOGUE  nn<l  BOOK  oi 
POULTRY  (t'lU  ill  1  about  them  and  many  other  things  the 
p.mltrv  til  a  a  .shoulii  know;  wort  ii  a  dol  lar  but  we  semi  it  lor 

•  ^      "  Des  Moines  Incubator  Co.^H  ^"^lo'ir'^'''^ 


Address  the  I 


Clubbing  List 


WITH 


p  ARM  ^  POULTRY 

The  regular  price  for  Farm-Poultry  is  Sl.OO  for 

one  year  Semi-Montllly.  Below  is  a  list  of  Pajjeis  which  we 
have  arranged  to  club  with  Far.m-Poultuv  for  a  full  year,  at  the  price 
named  in  the  last  column  for  both  in  each  case. 

No  combination  accepted  in  any  form  other  than  as  named  below,  or 
after  you  have  remitted  for  Farm-Poultry.  We  must  have  the  whole 
order  at  one  time.    Cannot  change  our  books  after  entry  is  once  made. 


1 


With  F.-P 
Both 


Monthly,  all   $2  25   $1  2o 


Poultry  Keeper  with 
Inter  State  Poullryman 
A  Few  Hens 
Four  P.  K.  Illustrators  J 

American  Agriculturist    Monthly   1  00    1  .50 

Rural  New-Yorker,  (Agricultural)    Weekly    100    150 

Farm  and  Fireside,  (Agricultural)  with  ,   Semi-Monlhlv    50    125 

The  Standard  Cook  Book  J 

American  Fancier   Weekly    1  OO    1  20 

Poultry  Monthly    Monthly   1  00    1  li5 

American  Stock  Keeper   Weekly    1  OO    1  20 

Farm  and  Home,  (Agricultural)  with  ,   Semi-Monthlv    .50    1  10 

Chambers'  Popular  Encycloiuedia  j 

Farm  Journal,  (Agricultural)    Monthly   50    1  00 

Poultry  Culture    Monthly   50    1  OO 

American  Poultry  Journal    Monthly   50    1  00 

Reliable  Poultry  Journal    Monthly   .50    100 

The  Feather   Monthly   50    1  00 

Practical  Poultryman    Semi-Moiii!il\    50    100 

Pacific  Poullryman    Monthly   .50    100 

Poultry  and  Farm  Journal   ilonthly   .50    100 

New  England  Fancier   Monthly   .50    1  OO 

Texas  Fancier   Monthly   .50    1  00 

Michigan  Poultry  Breeder   ;Monthly   ,50    1  OO 

Game  Fanciers*  .Journal   Monthly   ,50    l  oO 

The  Southern  Games    Monthly   ,50    1  00 

Western  Garden  and  Poiillry  Journal   Monthly   50    1  00 

3Iid-Continental  Poultry  Jnurnal   Monthly    50    1  00 

Fancy  Fowls    Monthly   2.5    1  00 

Progressive  Poultry  Journ  .1    Monthly   25    1  OO 

The  Buffs   Monthly   25    1  00 

Western  Poultry  Review   Monthly   25    1  OO 

The  Fanciers"  Star   Monthly   2.5    1  OO 

A  Few  Hens   Monthly   25    1  00 

Inland  Poultry   Monthly   2.5    1  OO 

Kentucky  Poultry  Journal    Monthly   25    1  OO 

SEND  OKDEKS  and  remit  all  moiiej- lo  us  in  T*.  O.  or  Exnress  moncv.  Cash  or  Postafrt  stamps  in  a 
letter.  It  is  always  safest  to  reii>ti  r  a  U  tter  eimiaiuinp  mom y.  If  you  do  so  «e  will  assume  the  risk  on  these 


I.  S.  JOHNSON 

32  Custom  House  Street, 


CO., 

Boston,  Mass. 
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K  AR1VI=  F'OUIvTRY 


OctoDer  IS 


Fowl  Hits. 


Odd  On  Eternity. 

O  Ihou  Cow  which  standinj;  art 
iu  my  nabur  Jones  barnyard 
You  g-ivc  yure  milk  to  those  you  love 
and  hast  one  Horn  pointin.ir  up  above 
Into  eternity. 

O  thou  Kooster  which  standing  art 
In  my  nabur  Jones  barnyard 
you  jrrub  up  worms  for  those  you  love 
And  hast  a  Comb  sticking  up  above 
into  Eternity. 

O  thou  Hen  whicli  siaudlug  art 
in  my  nabur  Jones  barnyard 
You  lay  Ejigs  for  those  you  love 
and  semis  a  cackel  up  above 
Into  eternity. 


50  CHOICK  SINOtE  COMB 


40  VALUABLE  BOOKS  FREE  ^  ^«f:^°:?„ 


No  Name  Mentioned, 

But  this  appeared  in  a  Boston  daily  paper  the 
day  following  the  editor's  return  : 

"  A  Boston  citizen,  who  has  been  in  Europe 
all  summer,  and  has  not  seen  a  single  piece  of 
pie,  went  into  the  most  famous  pie  spa  in 
Boston  the  day  after  his  return.  For  his 
luncheon  he  took  a  cup  of  coffee,  a  piece  of 
apple  pie,  a  piece  of  custard  pie,  a  piece  of 
lemon  pie,  and  a  piece  of  blueberry  pie." 


"  Won't  you  try  the  chicken  soup,  Judge?" 
asked  Mrs.  Small  of  her  hoarder,  not  noticing 
that  he  had  gone  lieyond  the  soup  stage  in  his 
dinner.  "  1  have  tried  it  madam,"  replied  the 
Judge.  "The  chicken  has  proved  an  alibi." — 
Exchange. 


Sure  Thing. 
A  subscriber  sends  us  the  following  clipping 
from  a  local  paper,  but  neglects  to  furnish 
either  his  own  address  or  the  name  of  the 
paper: 

Spencer  Wilbur,  of  Howleyton,  near  this 
city,  has  hit  upon  a  novel  method  of  getting 
rid  of  a  neighbor's  chickens  which  had  done 
much  mischief  in  his  garden.  He  wrote  a 
number  of  cards:  "I  am  likely  to  be  shot," 
"Keep  me  at  home,"  "  I've  been  scratching  up 
my  neighbor's  'garden,"  etc.  To  each  of  the 
cards  he  attached  a  thread,  and  at  the  other 
end  a  kernel  of  corn.  The  hens  swallowed 
the  corn  and  returned  home  labeled  with  the 
cards,  every  one  having  a  sign  hanging  out  o 
its  mouth. 


Another  Good  Boy. 

A  Detroit  grocer  was  the  other  day  hungrily 
waiting  for  his  clerk  to  return  from  dinner 
and  give  him  a  chance  at  his  own  noonday 
meal,  when  a  boy  came  into  the  store  with  a 
basket  iu  his  hand,  and  said  : 

"  I  seed  a  boy  grab  up  this  'ere  basket  from 
the  door  and  run,  and  I  run  after  him  and 
made  him  give  it  up." 

"  My  lad,  you  are  an  honest  boy." 

"  Yes,  sir." 

"  And  you  look  like  a  good  boy." 
"  Yes,  sir." 

"  And  good  boys  should  be  encouraged.  In 
a  box  in  the  back  room  there  are  eight  dozen 
eggs.  You  may  take  them  home  to  your 
mother,  and  keep  the  basket." 

The  grocer  had  been  saving  those  eggs  for 
days  and  weeks  to  reward  some  one.  In 
rewarding  a  good  boy  he  also  got  eight  dozen 
bad  eggs  carried  out  of  the  neighborhood  free 
of  cost,  and  he  chuckled  a  little  chuck  as  he 
walked  homeward. 

The  afternoon  waned,  night  came  and  went, 
and  once  more  the  grocer  went  to  dinner. 
When  he  returned  he  was  picking  his  teeth 
and  wearing  a  complacent  smile.  His  eye 
caught  a  basket  of  eight  dozen  eggs  as  he 
entered  the  store,  and  he  queried  : 

"  Been  buying  some  eggs?" 

"Yes;  got  hold  of  those  from  a  farmer's 
boy,"  replied  the  clerk. 

"  A  lame  boy  with  a  blue  cap  on?" 

"  Yes." 

"  Two  front  teeth  out?" 
"  Yes." 

The  grocer  sat  down  and  examined  the  eggs. 
The  shells  had  been  washed  clean,  but  they 
were  the  same  eggs  that  good  boy  had  lugged 

borne  ti»e  a^y  befpft:,— i?e<ri?«f  Fr?e  frmi 


A  Most  Extraordinary  Offer ! 

"Wishing:  to  introduce  our  IG-pasre  illustrated  semi-monthly.  Farm  and  Home,  which  is  now 
read  in  over  250,000  homes,  into  every  home  where  it  is  not  at  present  taken,  we  make  for  a  limited  time  the 
following  special  and  extraordinary  offer: 

For  only  36  cents,  we  will  send  Farm  and  Home  one  year  (24  numbers),  and  to  every  sub- 
scriber we  will  also  send  free  and  postpaid  Forty  Valuable  Books,  as  follows: 


B.  HAYAVAKD  WALI.IS, 
 Georgetovpn,  Md, 


Wonders  of  the  World.    Containa  descriptlonfl  and  mnatrations  of  [ 
the  Tno«t  wonderful  works  of  nature  and  of  man.    Very  iotereating 
and  instructive. 

QuUiver^s  Travels.  The  remarkatilo  adventures  of  Lemuel  Gulli- 
ver among  the  Litlipatians  and  Giants. 

Longfellow's  Poems,  iso  one  can  afford  to  be  without  this  collet- 
tion  of  poems  by  tlie  master  of  American  puetry.  Illustrated. 

Ladies'  Fancy  Work.  Containing  directiona  for  making  many 
lieautiful  things  for  the  adornment  of  homo.  Jllustrated. 

Parlor  Amusemenls.  A  larpe  collection  of  Acting  Charades,  Parlor 
Dramas,  Shadow  Pantoniimce,  Games,  Puzzles,  etc. 

The  Aunt  Keziah  Papers.  By  Clara  AuRuata,  author  of  "  The  Kugg 
Documents."    A  ridiculonely  funny  book. 

Manual  of  Floriculture.  Teaches  the  best  method  of  propagating 
all  the  differrjit  plants.  Illustrated. 

Perfect  Etiquette  ;  or,  How  to  Behave  In  aoclety,  A  complete 
manual  for  ladies  and  gentlemen,  giving  the  correct  rules  of  de- 
portment for  all  occaeions. 

The  Standard  Letter  Writer  for  Ladles  and  Gentlemen,  a  complete 
enide  to  correspondence,  giving  plain  directions  for  tue  composi- 
tion of  letters  of  every  kind. 

Popular  Recitations  and  Pialogites,  humorons,  dramatic  and  pathetic, 
Including  all  the  latest  and  most  popular. 

Ladv  I'alirorth's  Diamonds.    A  Novel.    By  "The  Duchess." 

A  Bride  from  the  Bea.    A  Novel.    By  Charlotte  M.  Braeme. 

The  Mystery  at  Blackwood  Grange.  A  Novel.  By  Mrs.  May  Agneff 
Fleming, 


Atthe  WorWsmercU'    A  Novel.    By  Florence  Warden. 

The  Diamond  BrareUt.    A  Novel.    By  Mra.  Henry  Wood. 

Guiltu  or  Aof  Guilty.    A  Novel.    By  Amanda  M.  DoaglaB. 

A  Bartered  Life.    A  Novel.    By  Marion  Harland. 

The  Merchant's  Crime.    A  Novel.    By  Horatio  Alger,  Jr. 

The  Laurel  Bush.    A  Novel.    By  Misfl  Mulock. 

The  Eninhtshridoe  M'jatenj.    A  Novel.    By  Charles  Beade. 

A  Dead  Heart.    A  Novel.    By  Charlotte  M.  Braeme. 

The  YtUow  Maslc.    A  Novel.    By  Wilkle  Collins. 

George  Cauljicld'e  Journey.    A  Novel.    By  Miss  M.  E.  Braddon. 

A  Tale  of  Three  Lions.    A  Novel.    By  H.  Kider  Haggard. 

The  Baron's  Will.    A  NovlI.    By  Sylvanue  Cobb,  Jr. 

A  Dangerous  Woman.    A  Novel.    By  Mrs.  Ann  3.  Stephens 

Forging  the  Fetters.    A  Novel.    By  Mrs.  Alexander. 

The  Nine  of  B.arts.    A  Novel.    By  B.  L.  Farjeon. 

Ittithven's  Ward.    A  Novel.    By  Florence  Marryat. 

Fair  but  False.    A  Novel.    By  Charlotte  M.  Braeme. 

The  Moricick  Farm  M^ifdery.    A  Novel.    By  Wilkie  Collins. 

A  Passive  Crime.    A  Novel,    By  "  The  Duchess.  ■• 

Mary  Hardwick's  Hival.    A  Novel.    By  Mrs.  Henry  Wood- 

A  Gilded  Sin.    A  Novel.    By  Charlotte  M.  Braeme. 

The  Scarlet  Cross.    A  Novel.    By  Clara  Augusta. 

Dolores,    A  Novel.    By  Mrs.  Jane  G.  Austin. 

Heaping  the  Whirlwind.    A  Novel.    By  Mary  Cecil  Hay, 

The  Forcellini  BuMes.    A  Novel.    By  M.  T.  Caldor. 

Agatha's  History.    A  Novel.    By  Margaret  Blount. 

Blue  E-JC8  and  Golden  Hair.    A  Novel.    By  Annie  Thomas. 


The  above  books  are  puhlished  in  neat  pamphlet  form,  many  of  tbem  handsomely  illustrated,  and  they 
are  printed  from  clear,  read  ible  tvpe  on  good  paper.  Each  book  contains  a  complete  first-class  novel,  or 
rtthpr  work',  by  a  welUknoun  and  |)opnlar  author,  pnl)lished  in  the  handiest  and  most  convenient  form  for 
reailin'.;  and  preservation.  It  imh  a  lari;e  number  of  novels  or  stories  bound  together  in  one  book,  but 
Foi'ty" separate  and  <ii^tin*  t  i»ami>lilet  books. 

nilD  ODCnT  CDCC  HCCCD  ■  The  retrular  price  nf  these  books  is  g!2.00.'but  for  the  next  30  days  we 
UUn    UnCH  I     rnLC   Urr  tn  ■    win  send  not  one.  or  ten.  but  the  whole  forty  splendid  books  by 

mail,  nostpaid,  to  everyone  sending  36  rents  in  silver  or  stamps  for  one  year's  sub-r  i  intinn  m*  Farm 
and  Home.  As  the  regnlar  price  of  Farm  and  Home  is  50  cents,  we  thus  offer  you  S3. 50  in  valne 
for  only  36  cents.  Do  not  delay  or  fail  to  take  advantage  ol  tUis  offer,  for  never  before  has  so  much 
been  offered  for  so  small  a  sum. 

Address,  mentioning  this  paper.   FARM  ANI>  HOME,  Springfield,  Mass.,  or  Cbicago,  Til. 


Green  Cut  Bone 

For  Poultry  Food. 

No.  9.   Price  Si7.90. 

The  Standard  Co.  manu- 
facture five  different  sizes 
Automatic  Feeding  Bone 
Cutters;  the  best  mechan- 
ical device  for  ibe  pur- 
pose yet  invented.  We 
excel  all  others  iu  com- 
petition.   Sent  on  trial. 
All  macbines  warranted. 
Send  for  catalogue'. 
For  Hand  Usp, 
STANDAKO  GREEN  BONE   AND  VEGE- 
TABLE CUTTER  CO., 
-  Milford,  Mass.,  TJ.  S.  A, 

BARRED  PLY.  ROCKS, 

LT.  WT.  Li.  BRAHMAS. 

(  Business  Strains.) 

Our  B.  P.  Rocks  are  bred  to  standard,  and  are 
xmsurpassed  as  layers  of  lar^re  brown  e^.gs  and  f<»r 
early  maturity.  Our  Lt.  Bralimas  have  been  bred  for 
early  maturity  and  e^frs;  they  are  from  2  to  3  lbs. 
li^liter  than  staudiird  weiglit;  are  as  finely  peuciled 
and  i)himaged  as  the  best,  and  will  lay  50  per  cent, 
more  nice  brown  eggs  than  any  standard  weights  we 
have  ever  seen.  Cockerels  of  both  breeds  at  4J  mouths 
old  weigh  0  to  6  lbs.   Stock  fur  sale. 

QUEEN  CITY  POULTRY  FARM, 

G9S  Hammond  Street,       BANGOR,  ME. 


Business  is  Business 

A  person  dislikes  to  work  and  take 
their  pay  in  trade. 

THEREFORE  WE  OFFER  CASH  COMMISSIONS  AND 
$300.00  IN  EXTRA  CASH  PREMIUMS 

KOR 

Counts.  I  New  Subscribers 


Cold 

Cash 


TO 


Farm = Poultry  semi  Monthiy, 

SEMsTT  US 

During  Dec,  1897,  Jan.  and  Feb.,  1898. 

Our  Offer  :  We  will  for  EACH  of  the  three  months  named  above,  pay  $100.00  in  extra  premiums,  in 
addition  to  twenty-five  per  cent  commission,  for  NEW  Subscribers  to  Farm-Poultry,  semi-monthly.  This 
means  $300.00  in  all,  as  follows  : 

To  the  person,  whether  a  subscriber  or  not,  who  sends  us  the  first  largest  list  of  New  Yearly  Subscribers, 
at  $1.00  each,  less  the  Agent's  commission,  25  cents  on  each  subscription,  during  the  month  of  December,  1897, 
we  will  pay  a  cash  premium  of  $50.00.  For  the  second  largest  list  in  December,  $20.00 ;  the  thii'd  lai-gest  list, 
$15.00;  the  fourth  largest  list,  $10.00;  the  fifth  largest  list,  $5.00.    In  all  $100.00  for  December. 

The  same  offer  is  made  for  January  and  February,  1898, 

Making  in  all  $300  in  Premiums  to  Agents,  in  addition  to  25  per  cent  commission  on  each  yearly  subscription. 

Remember,  each  getter  up  of  a  club  is  eligible  for  the  three  months.  But  each  month's  work  has  got  to  stand  alone.  The 
work  for  December  cannot  be  counted  for  Januai-y,  or  January  for  February.  By  this  plan  more  persons  have  a  chance  for  a  good 
Premium.  One  may,  if  they  try  hard  enough,  get  a  Premium  each  month.  Send  all  Names,  Post  Office  Addresses  and  States, 
plainly  written,  with  cash  for  each  subscriber  sent,  and  you  will  get  credit  for  same.  Send  us  75  cts.,  and  keep  25  for  your  com- 
mission on  each  subscription. 

TAKE  NOTICE. — This  offer  only  applies  to  new  yearly  subscriptions  at  $1.00  each.  Renewals  cannot  be  counted.  Neither 
any  club  offers  heretofore  made  by  us.  But  we  will  allow  any  getter  up  of  a  club  twenty-five  per  cent  commission  from  the 
regular  price  on  any  books  published  by  us,  which  a  new  subscriber  may  desire  to  combine  with  his  subscription  to  Farm- 
Poultry.  Such  as  A  Living  from  Poultry,  price  25  cents;  Profitable  Poultry  Farming,  price  25  cents;  Farni=Poultry 
Doctor,  price  50  cents;  Broilers  for  Profit,  price  50  cents;  or  Mr.  Boyer's  new  poultr}'  paper,  A  Few  Hens,  price  25  cents  per 
year,  monthly.    Sample  copy  of  either  paper  sent  free  to  any  address. 

Agents  may  begin  getting  subscriptions  now,  sending  them  along  at  once  to  be  credited  on  the  December  offer.  Subscrip- 
tions may  begin  any  time  desired.  Send  for  blanks  so  your  name  ma^'  he  entered  as  our  Agent  for  this  contest.  All  subscrip- 
tions must  be  sent  on  our  blanks  to  insure  proper  credit  in  the  Premium  contest.  Remit  by  Express  or  P.  O.  Money  Order, 
Cash  or  Stamps  in  a  i-egistered  letter  to 

I.  s.  crosinsrsonsr  &  00., 

Qwstom  Uo^§^  §tr§etj         ^         «         ^  ^          «         Boston,  Mass. 


